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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

APRIL 2, 2017 
 
Pastor: Very Reverend Jeremy A. Secrist, V.F.           School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer 

jasecrist@yahoo.com                 lheckemeyer@embarqmail.com 
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315                 School: 573-477-3322   Fax: 573-477-3700 
 

St. Thomas Bookkeeper:                St. Thomas Secretary:  
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer                 Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff 
 jheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com              stthomasoffice@embarqmail.com 
 

St. Thomas Administrative Secretary:   St. Cecilia Bookkeeper: 
Mrs. Jenny Becker                  Mrs. Doris Stumpe 

jbeckeroffice@gmail.com                dorisstumpe@att.net  
 

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; Wednesdays 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Sundays 7:30 - 7:50 a.m. at St. Cecilia; 
or anytime by appointment, just call Father.  

 
Saint Thomas the Apostle 

Mass Schedule for the Week of April 2-9: 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – People of our Parishes 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – L&D John H. Boessen Family 
Tuesday 7:45 a.m. – L&D Lawrence & Caroline Herigon Family 
Wednesday 7:45 a.m. – Rose Schmidt 
Thursday 7:45 a.m. – Alex & Josephine Heckman 

Stations of the Cross immediately following Mass 

Friday 7:45 a.m. –Ida Schellman   
Anointing of the Sick following Mass;  6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Sylvanus Hoecker 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. –  Jim Reinkemeyer 
 
Your Sunday Offering: 
Offertory Budget for 2016-2017:   $305,000.00 
Offertory Goal through Month End: $228,753.00 
Actual Collection for 2015-2017:   $213,870.17 
Offertory Difference Year to Date:    - $  14,882.83 
Offertory Goal per month:    $  25,417.00 
 
Collection in Church: 
March 5       $  4,736.75 
March 12       $  4,471.00 
March 19       $  3,632.00  
March 26       $  4,940.00 
Collection Online:     $  5,952.00  
March total to date:    $23,731.75 
Difference for March      - $  1,685.25 
 
St. Thomas the Apostle Expansion & Building Fund 
Total Expansion Project expenses paid:   $2,273,475.34 
Income from parishioners for FY 2016-2017  
  (via the yellow “Building Fund” envelope): $22,307.00 
Loan payments to date for FY 2016-2017:    $83,049.66 

(Principal) $67,474.57       (Interest) $14,855.09 
Parish Building Expansion Debt remaining:  $427,901.40 
 
St. Thomas Cantor / Organist  
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Rebecca Schroeder/Annette Kehner 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Choir/Annette Kehner 
 
St. Thomas Reader / Petitions 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Judy Schroeder & Kathy Graessle 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Jan Heckemeyer & Jim Lueckenhoff 
St. Thomas Altar Servers   
Weekdays – Morgan Luebbering, Belle Boessen & Madelyn 
Brenneke 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Cameron & Chesney Luebbering, 
Sam Schaefer 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Jeremy Stockman, Isaac Prenger,Ben & 
Emma Luebbering 

Saint Cecilia 
Mass Schedule for the Week of April 2-9: 

Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Josephine Werdehausen  
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Vince & Brad Reinkemeyer 
 

6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross before Wednesday Mass 

Wednesday 6:30 p.m. – Fr. Art Lueckenotto 
 
 

 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Norman & Delphine Jaegers 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – People of our Parishes 
 
Your Sunday Offering:  
Offertory Budget for 2016-2017:  $60,500.00 
Collection Total for 2016-2017:   $49,458.16 
Offertory Goal per month:     $  5,041.00 
 
Collection in Church: 
March 5        $ 1,470.82 
March 12        $ 1,230.00 
March 19        $ 1,072.00 
March 26        $ 1,415.00 
March total to date:    $ 5,187.82 
Difference for March:     + $    146.82 
 
Please remember your parish in your last will & testament. 
 
St. Cecilia Collection Counters   
April – Dominic & Mary Plassmeyer 

 

IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO FULFILL 
YOUR LITURGICAL ASSIGNMENT, 
IN YOUR KINDNESS & CHARITY, 
PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The Roman Catholic Parishes of 
St. Thomas the Apostle                  St. Cecilia 

in St. Thomas                     in Meta 

 

St. Cecilia Reader / Petitions  
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. – Dorothy Rehagen 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Jennifer Even & Cathy Borgmeyer 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Don Wansing & Dominic Plassmeyer 
 
St. Cecilia Altar Servers 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Zachary & Joshua Even, 
Carson Libbert & Gavin Holterman 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. –Will & Melina Derkum, 
Sophie Bock 



St. Thomas Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
April 8-9 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Marshall Boessen, Mike & Trish Green 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Lynne Reinkemeyer, Jan Carter, 
Mattheuw Prenger 
 
St. Thomas Greeters/Ushers  
April 8-9 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Steve Schellman & Mike Green 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Eric & Keith Boessen 
 
St. Thomas Presentation of Gifts at Mass 
April 8-9 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Mark & Lauri Luebbering 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Al & Jan Carter 
 
St. Thomas Collection Counters 
April 8-9 – Sonya Henson & Millie Wieberg 
April 15-16 – Keith & Jean Kliethermes 
April 22-23 – Jennifer Schroeder & Stephanie Cortvrient 
 
Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas  
Tuesday 7:25 a.m. – Joann Heckman – Sorrowful 
Wednesday 7:25 a.m. – Pat Loethen – Glorious 
Thursday 7:25 a.m. – Viola Boessen – Luminous  
Friday 7:25 a.m. – Gilbert & Hermina Strope - Sorrowful 
Saturday 4:40 p.m. – Marilyn Herigon – Sorrowful 
Sunday 9:40 a.m. – Gilbert & Hermina Strope– Sorrowful  
 

St. Cecilia Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  
April 8-9 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Brenda Wansing, Jennifer Even, 
Betty Hagenhoff 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Gerald & Phyllis Rehagen, Pam Libbert 
 
St. Cecilia Greeters/Ushers  
April 8-9 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Mitch & Brendan Stumpe, Darin Even, 
Randy Hagenhoff 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Harold Libbert, Anton Libbert, Terry 
Libbert, Tony Derkum 
 
Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia  
Wednesday:  No Rosary during Lent, due to Stations of the 
Cross.  
Saturday 6:40 p.m. – Cathy Borgmeyer– Sorrowful 
Sunday 7:40 a.m. – Mary Plassmeyer– Sorrowful  
 
VOTIVE CANDLES:  The requested donation for lighting a 
votive candle in church is $2.50. 

 
BAPTISM PREPARATION:  Please call Fr. Secrist to 
schedule a meeting and date for Baptism. 

 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION:  Please call Fr. Secrist at 
least six months prior to the desired date. 

SCRIP:    April 8-9       Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program.    
Saturday – Karen Luebbering  Sunday – April Heckman 
We have a large variety of cards in various denominations in stock and available for purchase.  Scrip is available for purchase 
after every weekend Mass in St. Thomas and available during the week by contacting the school office at 573-477-3322.  You 
can also contact Lindsay Luebbering at 573-680-4920 or Karen Luebbering at 573-301-5835 to purchase anytime.   
 
SNACKS FOR ST. THOMAS QUILTERS: 
Thursday, April 6-Mary Engelmeyer & Amanda McManus      Tuesday, April 11– Kerry Meyer & Sara Otto 
Please bring snack to hall by 1:00 p.m.; snack served at 3:00 p.m.  If you have any questions, please call Kathy Strope or Emily 
Luebbering. 
 
RESTLESS CHILDREN DURING MASS:  This is a gentle reminder that at St. Thomas the Apostle, both the entrance foyer and 
confessional are available for use if your children become restless during Mass.  Also, please encourage your children to take 
care of visiting the restroom before Mass begins in order to minimize distractions, particularly during the Eucharistic Prayer.   
 
FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRMAMENT Friday, April 7 at St. Thomas. 

7:45 a.m. Mass with Anointing of Sick offered after Mass to those in need of the Sacrament.  Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament in church throughout the day; please sign up on the sheet located on offertory table.  Come spend some quiet time 
with the Lord. 
4:30-5:30 p.m. – Confessions 
5:45 p.m. – Benediction 
6:00 p.m. – Stations of the Cross 
 
FIRST FRIDAY SOCIAL AT ST. THOMAS will not be held during Lent. 
 
PRAYING ROSARY FOR OUR COUNTRY will be prayed at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 4

th
. 

 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: will be prayed at 8:30 a.m. on Thursdays & 6:00 p.m. on Fridays at St. Thomas the Apostle and 
at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays at St. Cecilia.  
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION is available 4:00-4:45 p.m. on Saturday evenings at St. Thomas, 7:30-7:50 a.m. on 
Sunday mornings at St. Cecilia, at 4:30-5:30 p.m. on the First Friday, April 7, at St. Thomas, 3:30-4:30 p.m. following Stations of 
the Cross on Good Friday or call Fr. Secrist at 573-477-3315 to arrange another time.  For the good of one’s spiritual life, the 
bare minimum expectation is that every Catholic go to Confession at least once a year and not be conscious of mortal sin when 
receiving Holy Communion. 
 
PLEASE SIGN UP FOR THE VARIOUS LITURGICAL MINISTRIES during Holy Week and the Triduum.  Sign-up sheets on 
clip boards are located at entrances of both St. Cecilia & St. Thomas the Apostle Churches. 
 
INFIRM PRIEST / EASTER COLLECTION:  St. Cecilia Parish has been assessed $1,077.00 and St. Thomas the Apostle 
Parish has been assessed $3,540.00 for the annual Priest Retirement & Infirm Fund.  Please be generous.  
 
ST. THOMAS PRAYER LINE REQUESTS should be emailed to Jenny Becker at jbeckeroffice@gmail.com or by calling (573) 
690-0642.  The Prayer Line exists to communicate prayer intentions for those in need of healing.  Out of respect for individuals’ 
privacy, only necessary information is communicated.  
 
INVITATION TO ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISHIONERS:  Volunteers are needed to help coordinate for the Annual 
Parish Picnic.  Questions?  Please contact Greg Luebbering. 
 

ST. THOMAS CHOIR PRACTICE:  There will be choir practice for Palm Sunday and Holy Saturday at 6:30 p.m. on  
Tuesday, April 11 in the Vitae House.  New people are welcome. 
 
 

ST. CECILIA EASTER FLOWERS:  Anyone interested in making a monetary donation for Easter flowers in memory of loved 
ones, is asked to place the donation along with PRINTED names to be remembered in an envelope and place in the collection 
basket on April 1-2 & 8-9.  The names will be published in the Easter Sunday bulletin.   



ST. THOMAS EASTER FLOWERS:  Anyone interested in making a monetary donation for the Easter flowers in memory of 
loved ones is asked to place the donation along with PRINTED names to be remembered in an envelope and place in the 
collection basket on  April 1-2 & 8-9.  The names will be published in the Easter Sunday bulletin.   
 
CHRISM MASS:  Bishop John R. Gaydos invites you to attend the annual Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in 
Jefferson City on Thursday, April 6 at 5:30 p.m.   
 
PRAYING TOWARD THE EASTER VIGIL:  Please keep Michael Wooten in your prayers as he will be baptized and will 
receive the Easter Sacraments at the Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 15.  Easter Vigil will begin at 8:30 p.m. at St. Thomas. 

 
HOLY WEEK & TRIDUUM SCHEDULE FOR 2017: 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, April 9 – Procession with palms from Parish 
Center into Church, 8:00 a.m. at St. Cecilia (weather permitting).  Procession with palms from 
parish school building into Church, 10:00 a.m. at St. Thomas (weather permitting).   
Tuesday, April 11 – 7:45 a.m. Mass at St. Thomas 
Spy Wednesday, April 12 – 7:45 a.m. at St. Thomas; 6:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. Mass & Stations 
of the Cross at St. Cecilia. 

Holy Thursday, April 13 – 7:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper at St. Cecilia.   
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until midnight.  Please sign up for spending an hour with the Lord in adoration.  
Good Friday April 14 – 3:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross at St. Thomas,  
3:30-4:30 p.m. Confessions 
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy at St. Cecilia.  Day of Fast & Abstinence 
Holy Saturday, April 15 – 8:30 p.m.  Easter Vigil at St. Thomas 
Easter Sunday, April 16 – 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Cecilia, 10:00 a.m. Mass at St. Thomas 
 
ARCHERY NEWS:  Congratulations to St. Thomas the Apostle School archers for taking 4

th
 place as a team in both Middle 

School & Elementary School Divisions at the NASP State Tournament meet at Branson this past weekend!!!  Kenzie Libbert, 
Fayeth Prenger & Jacob Luebbering all finished in the top 10 of their respective divisions.  Both teams qualified for Nationals on 
May 11-13.  Awesome job everyone!! 
 
We are in the process of replacing the front three, top windows of the school building.  The exact replacement date is not yet 
known.  If anyone is interested in buying any of the art deco glass blocks, please call the school office.  We will be selling them 
for $5.00 per glass block for anyone interested.  The money raised from the sale of the blocks will be used for window 
treatments on the new windows.  

 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL UPCOMING EVENTS: 
April    3  - 5-8 Field Trip 
                 4 – Diocesan Spelling Bee, St. Martins 
                 5 - Bookmobile 
                 7 – First Friday, Adoration & confessions 2-8, mid-quarter 

12 – Panaorama / sports group & yearbook photos 
13 – No School K-8 (Holy Thursday) 
14 – No School P-8 (Good Friday) 
17-21 – No School, Easter Monday & NCEA convention 
23 – First Holy Communion 1:00 p.m.   

 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SESQUICENTENNIAL BOOK:  Each parish family is invited to write a short narrative for 
inclusion in the St. Thomas Heritage Book.  Envelopes for each family are in the back of church.  Please complete the paper 
survey and Roseanne Boessen will type your survey into narrative form for your review.  Conversely, you can compose your 
own narrative and send it to Roseanne via email. When your survey is complete, place it in the envelope along with your two 
photos and drop it off in the designated box in the back of church.  Extra blank surveys are in the back of church and on the 
parish website. Surveys/narratives are due by Easter.  Call Roseanne Boessen if you have questions (477-0168).  
 
PLEASE REMOVE ALL FLOWERS from in front of the stones in the St. Thomas Cemetery during the grass cutting season.  
Thank you for you cooperation.  
 
VEHICLE KEY FOUND on the St. Thomas Knights of Columbus Parking lot.   To claim it, please call the St. Thomas School 
office: 573-477-3322. 
 
THE “JAMMERS” BAND  will be playing from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. the 2

nd
 & 4

th
 Tuesdays of the month in the St. Cecilia 

Parish Center basement.  All are welcome! 
 
EXERCISE OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL AGES:  The St. Thomas Parish Park Board and Coach Roz, owner and operator of 
Crossfit Unstoppable, is bringing Family Fitness to St. Thomas.  Please join us Mondays from 6:30-7:15 p.m.  Coach Roz 
currently instructs all ages and stages and we are so excited she is willing to bring that level of expertise to St. Thomas. Please 
put on your comfy clothes, tennis shoes and grab a water bottle and join in on the FUN!  Hope to see you there!  
 
META AREA RUMMAGE SALES:   April 6 (3-7 p.m.), April 7 (6- 7 p.m.), April 8 (8-10 a.m.); Multiple locations. 
 
2

ND
 ANNUAL COLE COUNTY YOUTH DAY is Saturday, April 8 at 1:00 p.m.  Youth in grades 5

th
 -9

th
 grades (and their parents) 

are invited to join us for Cole County Youth Day!  Let your voices be heard about issues you see in our community and HAVE 
FUN too!  Event will be held in Jason Gymnasium of Lincoln University.  Free and open to all Cole County youth in 5-9 grades 
and their parents.  $250 gift card raffle drawing for parents (must be present to win).   
 
ST. THOMAS COMMUNITY RUMMAGE VENDOR & CRAFT SALE:  The St. Thomas Home & School Association is 
sponsoring a community sale on Saturday, April 29

th
, 7 a.m. – noon in St. Thomas the Apostle gym.  $20 per booth; set up will 

be 5:30 –9:00 p.m. Friday, April 28
th
.  The flyer was attached to last week’s bulletin, in the entrance of St. Thomas Church or on 

the school web page (upcoming events). 
 
MUSIC FOR STRINGS & PIPES: Sunday, May 7, 4:00 p.m. at St. Thomas the Apostle.  Music for string quartet & organ. 
 
ST. CECILIA PARISH PICNIC – Sunday, July 9, 2017 
 
TOTUS TUUS SUMMER CAMP AT ST. THOMAS & ST. CECILIA PARISHES – July 15-21, 2017 
 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH PICNIC – Sunday, August 20, 2017 
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES.  January 31, 2017 
PPC Goal:  Develop a more inclusive sense of community in our Parish by encouraging the growth of our relationships with each 

other and with God. 
Members present:   
Fr. Secrist, Jan Carter, Dan Lindenbusch, Simon Strope, Mike Groner, Marshall Boessen, Shane Verslues, and Theresa Veit 
Absent:  Leroy Heckemeyer, Alan Reinkemeyer, Charlene Buschjost, Eileen Volmert, and Fred Luebbering 
Father led the Parish Pastoral Council in prayer. 

Principal’s Report (Leroy Heckemeyer):  The 7
th
 grade had their C.O.P.E training on Tuesday, January 17

th
.  Catholic 

Schools Week runs from January 28-February 3.  Classroom parties on Valentine’s Day (Feb. 14) at 2:00 p.m.  NET Retreat for 
8

th
 grade on February 16.  Home & School meeting on February 23.  St. Thomas Archery Meet on Saturday, February 25.  

Diocesan Regional Speech Meet on Saturday, March 4.  End of 3
rd

 Quarter is March 8.  State Archery Tournament will be on 
March 24-25 in Branson.  Field trip for 5-8 to Jefferson City for Prison Tour/Capitol Tour on April 3

rd
.  Diocesan Regional Speech 

meet at St. Joe Cathedral on April 8.  Interstate Studio – Panoramic and Sports/Clubs Photos-April 12.  Diocesan Sketch Day 
will be on April 25.  Home & School meeting on April 25.  Field Trip for K-4 on April 27 (TBA).  6

th
 Grade Vocation Day will be on 

Wednesday, May 3.  Cardinal field trip for 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade on Thursday, May 4.  Archery Nationals will be on May 11-13 in 

Louisville, Kentucky.  Field Day will be on Monday, May 15.  
The 8

th
 Grade Graduation will be on Tuesday, May 16 @ 7:00 p.m.  The last day of school is scheduled for Thursday, May 18. It 

will be an early release.  Car riders around 11:20 a.m. and bus riders around 11:30 a.m. 
School Advisory Board Report:  Compiling a list of alumni from St. Thomas the Apostle. 
Worship Committee Report:  Ash Wednesday – March 1

st
 . St. Thomas 7:45 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  Meta 7:00 p.m. 

Christian Education Report:  No Report. 
Social Concerns Report:  No Report. 
Administration Report:  Fry Room improvements are ongoing.  Handicapped Doors are working great. 

Old Business: 
Sesquicentennial – Book to be ready by July 2019.  Church building maintenance / improvements (Church Pews).  Father 

has applied for Schwartz grant for Church Pews – Wooden seat replacement. 
New Business:  Discussion on Catholic Schools Week Dinner .  Jan Carter did a great job of organizing and preparing the 

meal.  Served around 180 people.  MODOT project on Route B  - no new information.  Discussion on Sewer gas smell at hall. 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 28, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the Vitae House. 
The meeting was adjourned and Father ended with a prayer. 
 

 


