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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 12, 2017

Pastor: Very Reverend Jeremy A. Secrist, V.F.
jasecrist@yahoo.com
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315

St. Thomas Bookkeeper:
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer
jheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com

St. Thomas Administrative Secretary:
Mrs. Jenny Becker
jbeckeroffice@gmail.com

School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer
Iheckemeyer@embargmail.com
School: 573-477-3322 Fax: 573-477-3700

St. Thomas Secretary:
Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff
stthomasoffice@embargmail.com

St. Cecilia Bookkeeper:
Mrs. Doris Stumpe
dorisstumpe@att.net

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; Wednesdays 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Sundays 7:30 - 7:50 a.m. at St. Cecilia;
or anytime by appointment, just call Father.

Saint Thomas the Apostle
Mass Schedule for the Week of March 12-19:
Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Carl Prenger
Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Pat Kliegel
Tuesday 7:45 a.m. — Sylvanus Hoecker
Wednesday 7:45 a.m. — Alex Heckman
Thursday 7:45 a.m. — Ralph Hirschman
Stations of the Cross immediately following Mass
Friday 7:45 a.m. — No Mass — Fr. at Conception Abbey
6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
Saturday 5:00 p.m. — People of our Parishes
Sunday 10:00 a.m. — L&D Harold Bexten Family

Your Sunday Offering:

Offertory Budget for 2016-2017: $305,000.00
Offertory Goal through Month End:  $203,336.00
Actual Collection for 2015-2017: $194,878.17
Offertory Difference Year to Date: -$ 33,874.83
Offertory Goal per month: $ 25,417.00
Collection in Church:

March 5 $ 4,736.75

March 12 $

March 19 $

March 26 $

Collection Online: $ 4,992.00

March total to date: $ 9,728.75
Difference for March - $15,688.25

St. Thomas the Apostle Expansion & Building Fund
Total Expansion Project expenses paid: $2,273,475.34
Income from parishioners for FY 2016-2017
(via the yellow “Building Fund” envelope):
Loan payments to date for FY 2016-2017: $83,049.66
(Principal) $67,474.57 (Interest) $14,855.09
Parish Building Expansion Debt remaining: $427,901.40

$20,447.00

St. Thomas Cantor / Organist
Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Kelsey Kliethermes / Annette Kehner
Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Judy Schroeder / Jackie Prenger

St. Thomas Reader / Petitions
Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Kathy Graessle
Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Jan Heckemeyer

St. Thomas Altar Servers

Weekdays — Kadence Kliegel, Claire Morris, Kylie Hoeller
Rademan

Saturday 5:00 p.m.- Chase & Grace Luebbering, Cale Luebbert
Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Austin & Brie Heckman, Erika
Luebbering, Abigail Verslues

Saint Cecilia
Mass Schedule for the Week of March 12-19:
Saturday 7:00 p.m. — Josephine Werdehausen
Sunday 8:00 a.m. — People of our Parishes
6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross before Wednesday Mass

Wednesday 6:30 p.m. — Bonita Kleffner

Saturday 7:00 p.m. — Lawrence & Scott Otto
Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Roman & Geneva Plassmeyer

Your Sunday Offering:

Offertory Budget for 2016-2017: $60,500.00
Collection Total for 2016-2017: $45,741.16
Offertory Goal per month: $ 5,041.00
Collection in Church:

March 5 $1,470.82
March 12 $

March 19 $

March 26 $

March total to date: $

Difference for March: -$ 3,570.18

Please remember your parish in your last will & testament.

St. Cecilia Collection Counters
March —Marie Lueckenotto & Pam Libbert

St. Cecilia Reader / Petitions

Wednesday 6:30 p.m. — Doris Stumpe
Saturday 7:00 p.m. — Betty Hagenhoff
Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Cathy Borgmeyer

St. Cecilia Altar Servers

Saturday 7:00 p.m. — Alex & Joshua Even,

Ben & Henry Schroeder

Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Will & Melina Derkum, Sophie Bock

IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO FULFILL
YOUR LITURGICAL ASSIGNMENT,
IN YOUR KINDNESS & CHARITY,
PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT



St. Thomas Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
March 18-19

Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Betty Schellman, Leeroy Budnik,
Carolyn Loethen

Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Mike & Sheri Wieberg, Shirley Volmert
March 25-26

Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Mark Graessle, Lora Boessen, Mark
Luebbering

Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Lillian Lackman, Rosalyn Wieberg,
Millie Wieberg

St. Thomas Greeters/Ushers

March 18-19

Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Joe Buschjost & Carolyn Loethen
Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Richard Heckmeyer & Jim Lueckenhoff
March 25-26

Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Mark Boessen & Gregg Boessen
Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Brian Lackman & Paul Lackman Jr.

St. Thomas Presentation of Gifts at Mass

March 18-19

Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Robyn & Rebecca Schroeder
Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Alan & Lynne Reinkemeyer
March 25-16

Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Mark & Lora Boessen Family
Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Melanie Lacroix & Monica Lloyd

St. Thomas Collection Counters

March 18-19 — Keith & Jean Kliethermes

March 25-26 — Jennifer Schroeder & Stephanie Cortvrient
April 1-2 — Rosalyn Wieberg & Donna Schellman

Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas

Tuesday 7:25 a.m. — Joann Heckman — Sorrowful
Wednesday 7:25 a.m. — Pat Loethen — Glorious
Thursday 7:25 a.m. — Viola Boessen — Luminous
Friday 7:25 a.m. — No Mass

Saturday 4:40 p.m. — Dale Herigon — Sorrowful
Sunday 9:40 a.m. — Tina Stockman — Sorrowful

SCRIP: March 18-19
Saturday — Lindsay Luebbering

St. Cecilia Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
March 18-19

Saturday 7:00 p.m. — Bonnie Kampeter, Lou Kloeppel,
Brenda Wansing

Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Dominic & Mary Plassmeyer,
Pam Libbert

March 25-26

Saturday 7:00 p.m. — Doris Stumpe, Jennifer Even,
Betty Hagenhoff

Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Gerald & Phyllis Rehagen,

Janice Schanzmeyer

St. Cecilia Greeters/Ushers

March 18-19

Saturday 7:00 p.m. — Randy Hagenhoff, Lou Kloeppel,
Mitch & Brendan Stumpe

Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Leon Schanzmeyer, Kenny Otto,
Dominic Plassmeyer, Larry Lueckenotto

March 25-26

Saturday 7:00 p.m. — Darin Even, Randy Hagenhoff,
Lou Kloeppel, Mitch Stumpe

Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Harold Libbert, Anton Libbert, Terry
Libbert, Tony Derkum

Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia

Wednesday: No Rosary during Lent, due to Stations of the
Cross.

Saturday 6:40 p.m. — Alice Hake— Sorrowful

Sunday 7:40 a.m. — Janice Schanzmeyer— Sorrowful

VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a
votive candle in church is $2.50.

BAPTISM PREPARATION: Please call Fr. Secrist to
schedule a meeting and date for Baptism.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call Fr. Secrist at
least six months prior to the desired date.

Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program.
Sunday — Amy Luebbering

We have a large variety of cards in various denominations in stock and available for purchase. Scrip is available for purchase
after every weekend Mass in St. Thomas and available during the week by contacting the school office at 573-477-3322. You
can also contact Lindsay Luebbering at 573-680-4920 or Karen Luebbering at 573-301-5835 to purchase anytime.

LADIES TO BRING SNACK TO ST. THOMAS QUILTERS:

Thurs., March 16 —Rose Mary Luebbering & Betty Jo Luebbering

Thurs., March 23 — Sarah Luebbert & Janet Lueckenhoff

Please bring to hall by 1:00 p.m.; snack served at 3:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please call Kathy Strope or Emily

Luebbering.

CONGRATULATIONS to Barrett Joshua Wooten, child of Michael & Amanda Wooten, who was washed in the saving waters

of Baptism this weekend in St. Thomas Church.

NOTES OF THANKS

Thank you to everyone for your prayers, spiritual bouquets, cards, food, telephone calls and words of encouragement during my
recent heart procedure. The procedure was successful. | greatly appreciate your kindness and God bless you all.

Pat Luebbering

The family of Alex Heckman would like to express our sincere appreciation to those who came to Alex’s visitation or funeral,
visited us at home, offered prayers, or sent cards, flowers, donations, gifts, or food. Your thoughtfulness and kind words will
always be remembered. Special thanks to Fr. Secrist for visiting and anointing Alex at the hospital and for the beautiful services.

MASS OF THANKSGIVING 60™ ANNIVERSARY OF SISTER CECILIA LACKMAN, FSM, open house at St. Thomas Parish
Center on March 26, following 10:00 a.m. Mass until 4:00 p.m. All are welcome!

RESTLESS CHILDREN DURING MASS: This is a gentle reminder that at St. Thomas the Apostle, both the entrance foyer and
confessional are available for use if your children become restless during Mass. Also, please encourage your children to take
care of visiting the restroom before Mass begins in order to minimize distractions, particularly during the Eucharistic Prayer.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: will be prayed at 8:30 a.m. on Thursdays & 6:00 p.m. on Fridays at St. Thomas the Apostle and
at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays at St. Cecilia.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION is available 4:00-4:45 p.m. on Saturday evenings at St. Thomas, 7:30-7:50 a.m. on
Sunday mornings at St. Cecilia, at the Penance Services listed below, at 4:30-5:30 p.m. on the First Friday, April 7, at St.
Thomas or call Fr. Secrist at 573-477-3315 to arrange another time. For the good of one’s spiritual life, the bare minimum
expectation is that every Catholic go to Confession at least once a year.

PENANCE SERVICES AROUND THE AREA DURING LENT
Tuesday, March 14, 7:00 p.m. St. Cecilia, Meta
Wednesday, March 15, 7:00 p.m. — Frankenstein

Tuesday, March 21, 7:00 p.m. — Argyle

Wednesday, March 22, 7:00 p.m. - Rich Fountain

Thursday, March 23, 7:00 p.m. — Linn

Wednesday, March 29, 7:00 p.m. — Chamois
Thursday, March 30, 7:00 p.m. St. Thomas
Wednesday, April 5, 7:00 p.m. — Westphalia



ST. THOMAS PRAYER LINE REQUESTS should be emailed to Jenny Becker at jbeckeroffice@gmail.com or by calling (573)
690-0642. The Prayer Line exists to communicate prayer intentions for those in need of healing. Out of respect for individuals’
privacy, only necessary information is communicated.

PRAYER HOUR WITH MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTION will be held on Tuesday, March 14 at 7:00 p.m. in St.
Thomas Church.

ST. CECILIA PARISH PASTORIAL MEETING is Wednesday, March 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center.

ST. THOMAS PARISH PARK BOARD & COACHES will meet on Wednesday, March 15 at 6:30 in the school cafeteria.
Coaches for the 2017 Summer ball season need to attend.

PRESCHOOL SNEAK PEEK will be on Thursday, March 30 from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. If you have a Preschool aged child
we would love for you to come take a look! Please call the school office at 573-477-3322 or contact Mrs. Kirkweg at 573-690-
5888 for more information or to RSVP.

CONGRATULATIONS!! We would like to recognize the winners at the Diocesan Regional Speech Meet this past Saturday.
Receiving blue ribbons were Kenadi Braun, Madilyn Buschjost, Brie Heckman, Hannah Brenneke & Chase Luebbering. Red
ribbon winners were Isaac Rackers & Molly Suthoff. Congratulations to these students and their coach Mrs. Jeanette
Schroeder!

We had a few students who participated in the Jeff City Archery Tournament this past Saturday. Chase Luebbering received
a 3" place medal in the Elementary Division. Congratulations Chase!

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL UPCOMING EVENTS:
March 14 — Report cards go home
15 — Preschool Field Trip
24-25 — Missouri State Archery Tournament in Branson.
30 — Preschool Sneak Peek

ESSAYS BY OUR PARISH SCHOOL STUDENTS on the topic “How can we be more Christ-like in the world today”:

In my essay | will talk about three ways you can be more Christ-like in our world today. Some ways can be more Christ-like
are by doing some of these: starting or donating to a food or clothing drive, help the elderly, sick, or poor. Another way is by
helping out around their house. It can even be as simple as reading out of the Bible daily or filling out a time & talent sheet.

First, I will talk about the time & talent sheet. A time & talent sheet is a slip of paper with a few voluntary jobs. Some of the
voluntary jobs on the time & talent sheet are: organist, cantors, servers and groundskeepers. One reason why the time & talent
sheet is Christ-like is if the parish only has two available organists for Sunday Mass and they are out of town or sick and you
have the ability to play you could volunteer for that Mass or the rest of the year.

Another way to improve your Christianity is by helping the elderly in your neighborhood. A few ways you could help the
elderly is by: helping them put up or down decorations, cutting their grass, doing lawn yard work, helping with daily chores, or
even by just visiting them or playing games with them. If you’re not able to do some of those thigs you could just bake some
cookies.

The last and final way | am going to talk about is by starting or donating to a food or clothing drive. If you start the drive you
could donate the money to the Salvation Army or another charity. If you donate to a drive you could ask where the money is
going. Ifitis for a good cause you could donate some money.

Thank you for taking the time to read my essay about “How we could be more Christ-like in our world today”. | would
suggest doing a few or all of these things to improve how God recognizes you in the eyes of the Church. Also, please
remember it does not matter how people see you in society what really matters is how they see you in the eyes of the Church.
“Nothing is impossible with God” Luke 1:37. Isaac Rackers (6" Grade)

“How | can be Christ-like in the World Today?” “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you” Ephesians 4:32 ESV

Have you ever stopped and just took time to think how Christ-like you are each and every day at school? There are lots of
ways | can become more Christ-like and closer to God. | can be kind and respectful to others, by talking to someone | don'’t
normally talk to, giving them a nice compliment, or even just doing something nice for them. | can use my manners and listen to
teachers when they are talking, being fair in the things and activities | do, encourage people in their school work and activities
with really make them feel important. All these random acts of kindness can really make somebody’s day and put a smile on
their face.

Being Christ-like to my family is very important. | can be Christ-like with my family by saying prayers together. For example
praying before meals, after meals, before bed, for the sick, those who died, for the poor, and attending Mass on weekends
together. Supporting and helping each other through the good times and the bad times is also a way to be Christ-like. Working
together and helping each other out around the house are ways too. Doing all these things are all examples of being Christ-like.

Being a part of a community means being involved and helping each other out. | volunteer being a lector, reading petitions,
serving, and presentation of gifts at Mass. | can help work at the Community functions such as ham breakfast, picnic, carnivals
and school activities. Talking to others and greeting them in a very friendly way can put a smile on their face. | can also do
something as easy as opening and holding the door for them. Being a part of a community is showing how to be Christ-like and
is a huge responsibility.

God has shown me how to be Christ-like in many ways. | have the chance to express it in many ways each & every day.
Grace Boessen (7" Grade)

How can | be Christ-like in our world today? This question can be difficult to answer because our world has turned away
from Christ. This is a question we need to ask ourselves daily. There are a few easy ways to be Christ-like in places | am daily.
One place | can be Christ-like is at school. At school | can help other students with their homework. | can be respectful of them
and the teachers. | can encourage people to do their best. | can be forgiving when other students have wronged me, and ask for
forgiveness when | have wronged them.

Another place | can be Christ-like is at home. At home | can be respectful of my parents. | can try to get along with by
siblings. I can volunteer to help with housework without being asked. | can set aside time to do fun things with my family.
| can also be Christ-like in my community. In my community | can be respectful of the government and the police. | can obey
the law. | can volunteer my time to do things like clean up litter on the highways and clean up after the parish picnic.

To be Christ-like you don’t have to be in a certain place. | can be respectful of everybody everywhere. | can pray more often. |
can talk to people who don’t have anyone to talk to.

Being Christ-like can be hard sometimes because we are afraid of what people will thing of us. This makes being Christ-like
a test, a test of your faith and love of Jesus. If we remember that we are made in the image and likeness of God, we will
remember that we are like Christ and that can make the challenge much easier.

Ben Schroeder (8" Grade)



DVD’S OF THE PFEFFER PIPE ORGAN REDEDICATION held on October 2", are still available for $15. These DVD’s were
recorded and edited by the videographer and sportscaster Rod Smith. Please contact Fr. Secrist or Diane Lueckenhoff to obtain
a copy. Proceeds will go for the continued care and maintenance of the historic instrument.

ST. CECILIA CEMETERY MEETING is scheduled for March 13 at 7:00 pm in the parish center. Members from the association,
living in Meta or elsewhere can serve on the cemetery board. If you have any concerns or questions, this will be the time to
discuss your issues.

THE NEXT KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEETING is Tuesday, March 14 at 7:30 p.m. A rosary will be prayed at 7:15 p.m. The
March newsletter attached to this bulletin.

THE WILLIAM SIMON SCHOLARSHIP FUND awards scholarships to Catholic students in the Jefferson City Diocese who are
in financial need for attending an accredited college of the student’s choice. The scholarship is $1,000 per semester. Please
see Fr. Secrist at the rectory for details and application. Students from St. Thomas have been awarded this scholarship in the
past. Applications must be postmarked or returned to the Chancery by March 31, 2017. All applicants will be notified of the
results by May 1, 2017.

SOFTBALL & BASEBALL REGISTRATION: ST. THOMAS / META Boys and girls ages 6-15 are eligible. Registration fees
are $50.00 for first child, $30.00 for second child, and $10 for third child with a cap of $90.00 per family. After March 14 there
will be a $10.00 late fee per child. Registration for Fun League will also be held for boys and girls ages 5-6 at this time. If you
are unable to make it to one of the registration times or have any question, please contact Amy Luebbering at 573-619-6325 or
raluebbering@embargmail.com You may also send questions to stparkboard@gmail.com

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SESQUICENTENNIAL BOOK: The Sesquicentennial Team is requesting each parish family
write a short narrative for inclusion in the St. Thomas Heritage Book. Envelopes for each family are in the back of church. Inside
the envelope is a paper survey to assist you with writing your narrative. You can fill out the paper survey and Roseanne
Boessen will type your survey into narrative form for your review. Conversely, you could type up your own narrative and send it
to Roseanne via email, if you prefer. When your survey is complete, place it in the envelope along with your two photos and drop
it off in the designated box in the back of church. Extra blank surveys are in the back of church and on the parish website.
Surveys/narratives are due by Easter. We will accept updated photos and changes to your narrative until it is time to send the
book for publishing. We will not put your narrative in the parish bulletin. Call Roseanne Boessen if you have questions (477-
0168).

PERPETUAL ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS ARE OPEN AT ST. STANISLAUS CHURCH, WARDSVILLE: Tuesday 2:00-
3:00 p.m. & Saturday 1:00-2:00 p.m.

ST. THOMAS EXERCISE OPPORTUNITY: The St. Thomas Parish Park Board and Coach Roz, owner and operator of Crossfit
Unstoppable, is bringing Family Fitness to St. Thomas. Please join us Mondays from 6:30-7:15 p.m.. Coach Roz currently
instructs all ages and stages and we are so excited she is willing to bring that level of expertise to St. Thomas. Please put on
your comfy clothes, tennis shoes and grab a water bottle and join in on the FUN! Hope to see you there!

WARDSVILLE/OSAGE BEND K OF C FISH FRY is Friday, March 17, serving fish fillets, hush puppies, baked potatoes, French
fries, baked beans, cole slaw & rolls from 4:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m. Adults $10.00, children 6-12 $5 in St. Stanislaus gym.

“ARISE” WOMEN’S RETREAT, MARCH 26: 11:30 a.m. -5:00 p.m. at St. Stanislaus gym in Wardsville. Featured speakers:
Susie Schaefer Hinds, Sr. Kathleen Wegman, SSND, Mary Doerhoff Winter and renowned vocalist Connie Andrews. For more
information, please call LeAnn at 573-636-4925 (9:00-3:00 p.m.) or 573-690-2882 (cell) or ststanleann@socket.net

ST. LOUIS OF FRANCE PARISH CHICKEN DINNER, BONNOTS MILL is Sunday, March 26 serving fried chicken, real
mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, corn, slaw and dessert from 11:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Adults $10.00, children 6-12 $5.00.

CONTEMPLATIVE OUTREACH DAY OF PRAYER: Contemplative Outreach of Central Missouri (COCEMO) will host the
diocesan observance of the 25th Annual United in Prayer Day, on Saturday, March 18, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the
Alphonse J. Schwartze Memorial Catholic Center, 2207 West Main St. in Jefferson City. For more information and to register
contact Barbara Poetker at (573) 893-2064 or Susan Vogel at (573) 469-8938.

AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION FRIED CHICKEN DINNER is Saturday, April 1, 2017, serving Y fried chicken with sides
from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the St. Thomas K of C Hall. Dine in or carry-out. Sponsored by the Boessen/Veit Families &
Friends.

META AREA RUMMAGE SALES: multiple families will be holding rummage sales in the Meta area, April 6-8 (Thursday
afternoon/evening, Friday all day, & Saturday morning). Please contact Joanne Schroeder if you would like to be included in the
sale listing or if you have any questions.

ST. THOMAS COMMUNITY RUMMAGE VENDOR & CRAFT SALE: The St. Thomas Home & School Association is
sponsoring a community sale on Saturday, April 29", 7 a.m. — noon in St. Thomas the Apostle gym. $20 per booth; set up will
be 5:30 —9:00 p.m. Friday, April 28". Please see attached flier.

SAVE THE DATES:

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH HAM / SAUSAGE BREAKFAST — Sunday, March 12, 2017.

MUSIC FOR STRINGS & PIPES: Sunday, May 7, 4:00 p.m. at St. Thomas the Apostle. Music for string quartet & organ.
ST. CECILIA PARISH PICNIC — Sunday, July 9, 2017

TOTUS TUUS SUMMER CAMP AT ST. THOMAS & ST. CECILIA PARISHES - July 15-21, 2017



mailto:ststanleann@socket.net

