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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

MARCH 5, 2017 
 
Pastor: Very Reverend Jeremy A. Secrist, V.F.           School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer 
jasecrist@yahoo.com                 lheckemeyer@embarqmail.com 
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315                 School: 573-477-3322   Fax: 573-477-3700 
 

St. Thomas Bookkeeper:                St. Thomas Secretary:  
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer                 Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff 
jheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com   stthomasoffice@embarqmail.com 
 

St. Thomas Administrative Secretary:   St. Cecilia Bookkeeper: 
Mrs. Jenny Becker                  Mrs. Doris Stumpe 
jbeckeroffice@gmail.com                dorisstumpe@att.net  
 

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; Wednesdays 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Sundays 7:30 - 7:50 a.m. at St. Cecilia; 
or anytime by appointment, just call Father.  

 
Saint Thomas the Apostle 

Mass Schedule for the Week of March 5-12: 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Anthony & Ida Schellman 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – L&D Alex Heckman Family 
Tuesday 7:45 a.m. – Tom & Clara Schmidt  
Wednesday 7:45 a.m. – Ray, Marcella & Sam Herigon 
Thursday 7:45 a.m. – Mary Lou Bax 

Stations of the Cross immediately following Mass 

Friday 7:45 a.m. –Butch Loethen 
 6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Carl Prenger 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Pat Kliegel 
 
Your Sunday Offering: 
Offertory Budget for 2016-2017:   $305,000.00 
Offertory Goal through Month End:     $203,336.00 
Actual Collection for 2015-2017:   $190,138.42 
Offertory Difference Year to Date:    - $  13,197.58 
Offertory Goal per month:    $  25,417.00 
 
Collection in Church: 
February 5      $  4,484.00 
February 12      $  3,735.25 
February 19      $  2,901.00 
February 26      $  4,588.15 
Collection Online:     $  5,244.00 
February  total to date:   $20,952.40 
Difference for February     - $  4,464.60   
 
St. Thomas the Apostle Expansion & Building Fund 
Total Expansion Project expenses paid:   $2,273,475.34 
Income from parishioners for FY 2016-2017  
  (via the yellow “Building Fund” envelope):  $19,433.00 
Loan payments to date for FY 2016-2017:         $73,821.92 

(Principal) $60,387.36     (Interest) $13,434.56 
Parish Building Expansion Debt remaining:  $435,708.61 
 

St. Thomas Cantor / Organist  
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Jean Kliethermes / Jackie Prenger 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Doug Luebbering / Annette Kehner 
 
St. Thomas Reader / Petitions 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Al Kaiser 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Stephanie Cortvrient 
 
St. Thomas Altar Servers   
Weekdays – Gavin Holterman, Courtney Luebbering, Claire 
Morris 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Ely & Dawson Wieberg, Lilly Schulte 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Lane & Kenzie Libbert, Jackson & Kenadi 
Braun 
 
 

Saint Cecilia 
Mass Schedule for the Week of March 5-12: 

Saturday 7:00 p.m. – L&D Louis & Elizabeth Bock Family 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Lawrence “Dick” Rehagen 

6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross before Wednesday Mass 
 

Wednesday 6:30 p.m. – Leroy Bruemmer 
 
 

 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Josephine Werdehausen 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – People of our Parishes 
 
Your Sunday Offering:  
Offertory Budget for 2016-2017:  $60,500.00 
Collection Total for 2016-2017:   $44,270.34 
Offertory Goal per month:     $  5,041.00 
 
Collection in Church: 
February 5       $ 1,668.00 
February 12       $ 1,122.00 
February 19       $    989.00  
February 26       $    862.00  
February total to date:    $ 4,641.00 
Difference for February:      - $    400.00 
 
Please remember your parish in your last will & testament. 
 
St. Cecilia Collection Counters   
March –Marie Lueckenotto & Pam Libbert 

 
 

IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO FULFILL  
YOUR LITURGICAL ASSIGNMENT, 
IN YOUR KINDNESS & CHARITY, 
PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT 

 
 

 
 

The Roman Catholic Parishes of 
St. Thomas the Apostle                  St. Cecilia 

in St. Thomas                     in Meta 

 

St. Cecilia Reader / Petitions  
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. – Dorothy Rehagen 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Jennifer Even 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Karen Fick 
 
St. Cecilia Altar Servers 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Alex & Joshua Even, 
Carson Libbert & Gavin Holterman 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Adam & Madalyn Veltrop 
Skyla Schroeder 



St. Thomas Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
March 11-12 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Paul & Jenny Becker, Marshall 
Boessen 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Janet Lueckenhoff, Randy Buschjost, 
Pat Kaiser 
March 18-19 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Betty Schellman, Leeroy Budnik, 
Carolyn Loethen 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Mike & Sheri Wieberg, Shirley Volmert 
 
St. Thomas Greeters/Ushers 
March 11-12 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Richard Schellman & Fred Luebbering 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Alan Cortvrient & Ryan Buschjost 
March 18-19 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Joe Buschjost & Carolyn Loethen 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Richard Heckmeyer & Jim Lueckenhoff 
 
St. Thomas Presentation of Gifts at Mass 
March 11-12 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Gilbert & Betty Schellman 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Arthur McManus & Mary Engelmeyer 
Family 
March 18-19 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Robyn & Rebecca Schroeder 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Alan & Lynne Reinkemeyer 
 
St. Thomas Collection Counters 
March 11-12 – Sonya Henson & Millie Wieberg 
March 18-19 – Keith & Jean Kliethermes  
March 25-26 – Jennifer Schroeder & Stephanie Cortvrient?? 
 
Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas  
Tuesday 7:25 a.m. – Joann Heckman – Sorrowful 
Wednesday 7:25 a.m. – Pat Loethen – Glorious 
Thursday 7:25 a.m. – Viola Boessen – Luminous  
Friday 7:25 a.m. – Gilbert & Hermina Strope – Sorrowful 
Saturday 4:40 p.m. – Paul Becker – Sorrowful 
Sunday 9:40 a.m. – Pat Loethen – Sorrowful  
 

St. Cecilia Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
March 11-12 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Jennifer Even, Betty Hagenhoff, 
Dorothy Rehagen 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Gerald & Phyllis Rehagen, Karen Fick 
March 18-19 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Bonnie Kampeter, Lou Kloeppel, 
Brenda Wansing 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Dominic & Mary Plassmeyer, Pam 
Libbert 
 
St. Cecilia Greeters/Ushers  
March 11-12 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Lou Kloeppel, Mitch & Brendan 
Stumpe, Darin Even 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Harold Libbert, Anton Libbert, Terry 
Libbert, Tony Derkum  
March 18-19 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Randy Hagenhoff, Lou Kloeppel,  
Mitch & Brendan Stumpe 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Leon Schanzmeyer, Kenny Otto, 
Dominic Plassmeyer, Larry Lueckenotto 
 
Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia  
Wednesday:  No Rosary during Lent, due to Stations of the 
Cross.  
Saturday 6:40 p.m. – Cathy Borgmeyer– Sorrowful 
Sunday 7:40 a.m. – Margaret Brune– Sorrowful  
 
 
VOTIVE CANDLES:  The requested donation for lighting a 
votive candle in church is $2.50. 

 
 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION:  Please call Fr. Secrist to 
schedule a meeting and date for Baptism. 

 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION:  Please call Fr. Secrist at 
least six months prior to the desired date. 

SCRIP:    March 11-12       Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program.    
Saturday – Karen Luebbering        Sunday – Melissa Verslues  
We have a large variety of cards in various denominations in stock and available for purchase.  Scrip is available for purchase 
after every weekend Mass in St. Thomas and available during the week by contacting the school office at 573-477-3322.  You 
can also contact Lindsay Luebbering at 573-680-4920 or Karen Luebbering at 573-301-5835 to purchase anytime.   
 
LADIES TO BRING SNACK TO ST. THOMAS QUILTERS: 
Thurs., March 9- Lorraine Luebbering & Betty Ann Luebbering  Thurs., March 16 –Rose Mary Luebbering & Betty Jo Luebbering 
Please bring to hall by 1:00 p.m.; snack served at 3:00 p.m.  If you have any questions, please call Kathy Strope or Emily 
Luebbering.  
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  will be prayed at 8:30 a.m. on Thursdays & 6:00 p.m. on Fridays at St. Thomas the Apostle and 
at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays at St. Cecilia.  
 
LENTEN PRACTICES 
Abstinence:  All persons who have already celebrated their 14

th
 birthday are bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, 

all Fridays of Lent and Good Friday.   
Fasting:  Everyone, from the celebration of their 18

th
 birthday to their 59

th
 birthday, is bound to fast on Ash Wednesday & Good 

Friday.  Fasting is generally understood to mean eating only one full meal each day.  Two other partial meals, sufficient to 
maintain strength, may be taken; but together they should not equal another full meal.  Voluntary fasting on other weekdays of 
Lent is highly recommended.  But please note:  when health or ability to work would be seriously affected, neither the law of 
fasting nor the law of abstinence obliges.   Other recommended forms of fasting, as regards alcoholic drink, needless television, 
video games, internet use, and social media are of true spiritual value and strongly encouraged. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation is available 4:00-4:45 p.m. on Saturday evenings at St. Thomas, 7:30-7:50 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings at St. Cecilia, at the Penance Services listed below, at 4:30-5:30 p.m. on the First Friday, April 7, at St. Thomas or call 
Fr. Secrist at 573-477-3315 to arrange another time.  For the good of one’s spiritual life, the bare minimum expectation is that 
every Catholic go to Confession at least once a year.   
 
PENANCE SERVICES AROUND THE AREA DURING LENT 
Tuesday, March 7, 7:00 p.m. – Loose Creek 
Thursday, March 9, 7:00 p.m. – Folk & Wardsville 
Tuesday, March 14, 7:00 p.m. St. Cecilia, Meta 
Wednesday, March 15, 7:00 p.m. – Frankenstein 
Tuesday, March 21, 7:00 p.m. – Argyle 

Wednesday, March 22, 7:00 p.m. - Rich Fountain  
Thursday, March 23, 7:00 p.m. – Linn 
Wednesday, March 29, 7:00 p.m. - Chamois 
Thursday, March 30, 7:00 p.m. St. Thomas 

Wednesday, April 5, 7:00 p.m. – Westphalia  
 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 12  Don’t forget to set you clock forward one hour before  bedtime 
Saturday night.   
 
K of C FISH FRY PROFIT:  The February 17 fish fry at St. Thomas brought in $2,464.00.  Thank you for your support!   
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PEW PLANS:  After extensive conversation with the Parish Pastoral Council, Finance Council 
and various other parishioners, it has been decided to begin repair work on the pew seats.  The worn seats currently in place 
(padding glued to chip board) will be removed and replaced with solid one-piece, contoured oak seats.   
  



ST. THOMAS PRAYER LINE REQUESTS should be emailed to Jenny Becker at jbeckeroffice@gmail.com or by calling (573) 
690-0642.  The Prayer Line exists to communicate prayer intentions for those in need of healing.  Out of respect for individuals’ 
privacy, only necessary information is communicated.  
 
PRESCRIPTION DRUG DISPOSAL KITS  If you have old medication that needs to be disposed of safely (and kept out of the 
environment), please stop by the St. Thomas School Office to pick up a disposal kit.  These kits have been made available free 
from the Cole County Sheriff’s Department. 
 
OPERATION RICE BOWL:  This Lent, our community will have the opportunity to participate in the Catholic Relief Services 
Operation Rice Bowl.  Operation Rice Bowl is a faith-in-action program that helps us experience Lenten spirituality by living in 
solidarity with people in need around the world.  Proceeds raised will help our less fortunate brothers & sisters in our diocese 
and around the world.  Be sure to pick up your cardboard Rice Bowl at the entrances to Church.   
 
ST. THOMAS CYO will meet on Monday, March 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Cafeteria.   
 
ST. CECILIA PARISH PASTORIAL MEETING is Wednesday, March 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center. 
 
ST. THOMAS PARISH PARK BOARD will meet on Wednesday, March 15 at 6:30 in the school cafeteria. 
 
BOX TOPS  Please continue to save Box Tops for Education, Coke Points & Best Choice Labels and pull tabs from cans.   
 
COPY PAPER:  St. Thomas School is in need of copy paper, clean on one side and staple free.  Please drop off paper at school 
or call the school office.  
 
PRESCHOOL SNEAK PEEK will be on Thursday, March 30 from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.  If you have a Preschool aged child  
we would love for you to come take a look!  Please call the school office at 573-477-3322 or contact Mrs. Kirkweg at 573-690-
5888 for more information or to RSVP.   
 
CONGRATULATIONS to our elementary school archers who took home 1

st
 Place in the Elementary School Division at here at 

St. Thomas this past weekend and congratulations to our middle school archers who also took home 1
st
 place in the Middle 

School Division.  Medaling for the Middle School Division:  Ben Schroeder - 2
nd

 place; Luke Schroeder - 3
rd

 place, Chesney 
Luebbering – 2

nd
 place.  Medaling for the Elementary School Division:  Latham Cavin - 3

rd
 place.  Congratulations to these 

medal winners and to all our archers and coaches! 
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL UPCOMING EVENTS: 
March    8 – End of 3

rd
 Quarter 

14 – Report cards go home 
15 – Preschool Field Trip 

 
ESSAYS BY OUR PARISH SCHOOL STUDENTS on the topic “How I can be Christ-like in the world today”: 
I can be Christ like by respecting others .  Kora Luebbering (Kindergarten) 
 
I can be like Christ when I am kind.  I can be like Christ when I pray.  Valerie Verslues (First Grade) 
 
I can be Christ like by doing nice stuff.  I should be nice to my mom & dad because it is kind.  I would do stuff before my parents 
ask because that will be nice.  Please be nice to others do what others want you to do. 
Ava Rackers  (2

nd
 Grade) 

 
I can be Christ like today in the world at school, my home and in my community.  I can do this by living my life how Jesus lived 
his life.  At School I can be Christ-like by praying with classmates, being kind to others, and being a peacemaker.  I can also use 
my manners, tell the truth, and fill everyone’s buckets.  To fill someone’s bucket means to compliment them and make them feel 
good about themselves.  At home I can be Christ like by listening to my parents and helping out around the house.  I can also be 
nice to my sister and work hard to get along with her.  I can pray with my family and also go the Mass.  In the community to be 
Christ like I can complement others and use good manners around everyone.  I can also donate food and money to help the 
community or pick up trash.  One more thing is to care about others and be nice.  In conclusion being Christ like is very 
important.  I hope by being Christ like in this work today will make it a better place.  Claire Morris (3

rd
 Grade) 

 
First, you must know Jesus.  Learn how be cared for people and how he helped people no matter who the person was.  No 
matter how poor they were or how old they were.  To learn what he sacrificed for the good of everyone else.  You must love 
Jesus.  Second, you must put others ahead of yourself like Christ did.  Be second to the person next to you.  That means think 
of others first.  Think about how other people may feel and if you will be hurting anyone.  Third,  always be patient and kind.  
Respect all people.  Give your time to people that may be lonely or sick.   Visit the older people.  Treat others as you would like 
to be treated.  Say thank you and please.  If you do something wrong, say you are sorry.  Respect everyone especially your 
parents, teachers and people who are older.  Last, always be caring and helpful.  Pay it forward.  If someone is kind to you pass 
the kindness on.  Make the world a better place one day at a time.  Carson Libbert, (4

th
 Grade) 

 
I can Christ-like.  You can be Christ-like.  We all can be Christ like in so many ways like volunteering, spreading the news of God 
and visiting the sick or crippled.  I can be Christ like in our world today by volunteering or helping out in my community.  
Volunteering is when you offer to help and you don’t get paid.  You could volunteer by picking up trash, decorating Church, 
packing foods for overseas, or help make lunch at a nearby school.  Volunteering is the best way to help out in your community.  
It only takes one word or action to change someone’s day.  I also could be Christ like by spreading the news of God.  One way I 
can spread the news of God is teaching the younger or elderly about Jesus miracles and his apostles.  We can also teach about 
God by teaching the stories in the Bible.  Teaching about God could encourage others to join the Catholic faith. You can keep 
your faith by listening to other priests say the homily, go to Mass, or even listen to people in your community.  As we get older, 
people will care for us whether family, friends or anyone who visits you.  So if people care for us we should care for them, we 
could bring them communion from Mass, we can pray the rosary with them, play bingo with them or even just have a friendly 
talk.  Visiting the sick or crippled in very Christ like.  If you visit the elderly and God saw you, I bet he would give you the same in 
return.  In my essay I gave you three reasons of how you can be Christ like in the world today, volunteering, spreading the news 
of God, or visiting the sick or crippled.  We all can be Christ like but it’s you who chooses.  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
will see God…Beatitudes   Ava Morris (5

th
 Grade) 

 
DVD’S OF THE PFEFFER PIPE ORGAN REDEDICATION held on October 2

nd
, are still available for $15.  These DVD’s were 

recorded and edited by the videographer and sportscaster Rod Smith.  Please contact Fr. Secrist or Diane Lueckenhoff to obtain 
a copy.  Proceeds will go for the continued care and maintenance of the historic instrument.  
 



ST. CECILIA CEMETERY MEETING is scheduled for March 13 at 7:00 pm in the parish center.  Members from the association, 
living in Meta or elsewhere can serve on the cemetery board.  If you have any concerns or questions, this will be the time to 
discuss your issues. 
 

META OVER 50 CLUB will meet on Thursday, March 9 at noon in the Parish Center.  Please bring a dish & join us for lunch & 
fun.   
 
THE WILLIAM SIMON SCHOLARSHIP FUND awards scholarships to Catholic students in the Jefferson City Diocese who are 
in financial need for attending an accredited college of the student’s choice.  The scholarship is $1,000 per semester.  Please 
see Fr. Secrist at the rectory for details and application.  Students from St. Thomas have been awarded this scholarship in the 
past.  Applications must be postmarked or returned to the Chancery by March 31, 2017.  All applicants will be notified of the 
results by May 1, 2017.   
 
SOFTBALL & BASEBALL REGISTRATION:  ST. THOMAS / META  Boys and girls ages 6-15 are eligible.  Registration fees 
are $50.00 for first child, $30.00 for second child, and $10 for third child with a cap of $90.00 per family.  After March 14 there 
will be a $10.00 late fee per child.  Registration for Fun League will also be held for boys and girls ages 5-6 at this time.  If you 
are unable to make it to one of the registration times or have any question, please contact Amy Luebbering at 573-619-6325 or 
raluebbering@embarqmail.com  You may also send questions to stparkboard@gmail.com  
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SESQUICENTENNIAL BOOK:  The Sesquicentennial Team is requesting each parish family 
write a short narrative for inclusion in the St. Thomas Heritage Book.  Envelopes for each family are in the back of church. Inside 
the envelope is a paper survey to assist you with writing your narrative.  You can fill out the paper survey and Roseanne 
Boessen will type your survey into narrative form for your review.  Conversely, you could type up your own narrative and send it 
to Roseanne via email, if you prefer. When your survey is complete, place it in the envelope along with your two photos and drop 
it off in the designated box in the back of church.  Extra blank surveys are in the back of church and on the parish website. 
Surveys/narratives are due by Easter.  We will accept updated photos and changes to your narrative until it is time to send the 
book for publishing.  We will not put your narrative in the parish bulletin.  Call Roseanne Boessen if you have questions (477-
0168).  
 
ST. THOMAS EXERCISE OPPORTUNITY:  The St. Thomas Parish Park Board and Coach Roz, owner and operator of Crossfit 
Unstoppable, is bringing Family Fitness to St. Thomas.  Please join us Mondays from 6:30-7:15 p.m..  Coach Roz currently 
instructs all ages and stages and we are so excited she is willing to bring that level of expertise to St. Thomas. Please put on 
your comfy clothes, tennis shoes and grab a water bottle and join in on the FUN!  Hope to see you there!  
 
ARGYLE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY:  Friday, March 10, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  Adults: $10.00; children $5.00.   
 
HELIAS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL presents the musical THE WIZARD OF OZ at the Miller Performing Arts Center Friday, 
March 10 at 7:00 p.m., Saturday, March 11 at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, March 12 at 2:00 p.m.  Ticket sales begin on Monday, 
February 27 by calling Helias Catholic at 635-6139.  Adults $15 and students $10. 
 
“ARISE” WOMEN’S RETREAT, MARCH 26:  11:30 a.m. -5:00 p.m. at St. Stanislaus gym in Wardsville.  Featured speakers:  
Susie Schaefer Hinds, Sr. Kathleen Wegman, SSND, Mary Doerhoff Winter and renowned vocalist Connie Andrews.  For more 
information, please call LeAnn at 573-636-4925 (9:00-3:00 p.m.) or 573-690-2882 (cell) or ststanleann@socket.net 
 
CONTEMPLATIVE OUTREACH DAY OF PRAYER:  Contemplative Outreach of Central Missouri (COCEMO) will host the 

diocesan observance of the 25th Annual United in Prayer Day, on Saturday, March 18, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the 
Alphonse J. Schwartze Memorial Catholic Center, 2207 West Main St. in Jefferson City.  For more information and to register 
contact Barbara Poetker at (573) 893-2064 or Susan Vogel at (573) 469-8938.  
 
SAVE THE DATES:   
 

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH HAM / SAUSAGE BREAKFAST – Sunday, March 12, 2017.  Additional copies of 
worklist are in the entrances of both Churches or on the parish website.   
 

MUSIC FOR STRINGS & PIPES: Sunday, May 7, 4:00 p.m. at St. Thomas the Apostle.  Music for string quartet & organ. 
 

ST. CECILIA PARISH PICNIC – Sunday, July 9, 2017 
 

TOTUS TUUS SUMMER CAMP AT ST. THOMAS & ST. CECILIA  PARISHES – July 15-21, 2017 
 
LETTER FROM BISHOP:  

March 4-5, 2017 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

It is once again time for us to enter into the spiritual self-discipline of holy Lent.  The thought of self-discipline can leave us 
feeling gloomy, especially if we see it as punishment.  However, Jesus directs his disciples not to appear gloomy as they engage 
in prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  He instead invites us to look forward to the blessings that accompany our acts of penance 
and charity. 

The key blessing we seek each Lent is the ability to root out sin from our lives.  Sin causes us to turn our gaze inward, 
looking only at ourselves.  The discipline of Lent helps us to look outside of ourselves, to recognize what a treasure we possess 
in our relationship with Christ, with our family, and with those around us.  They are all a gift from God, for which we need to be 
thankful, so that we will never take them for granted. 

Therefore, let us pray for one another, that sin will not blind us to the call and the example of the Word of God during this 
Lenten season.  Only He can show us the path leading to true peace. 

With prayerful wishes for a blessed Lent, I am  
Sincerely yours in Christ,  Most Reverend John R. Gaydos Bishop of Jefferson City 

 
MESSAGE FROM CHANCERY  (Fr. Joseph S. Corel, V.G., Fr. Greg Meystrik and Sr. Kathleen Wegman, SSND):  The June 
10, 2015 edition of The Catholic Missourian, contained an affirming message from Bishop Gaydos regarding the 2010 Pastoral 
Plan, Christ’s call … Our response and four additional pages highlighting the opportunities and challenges the four priorities of 
Faith, Family, Reaching Out and Planning offered parishes and the diocesan staff, and the creative ways in which the actions 
supporting these priorities were carried out.  In our 2015-16 review of all that was accomplished it became quite clear that there 
are still myriad ways we can deepen our response related to these four priorities.  Consequently as a way of continuing to 
revitalize parish life and assess viability of parishes, we have invited parish leadership to assess how they have responded to 
Christ’s call these past five years and reflect on ways to deepen parish response going forward.  We ask for your prayers and 
assure you that we will communicate appropriately as the processes unfolds.   
 
 


