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26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

OCTOBER 1, 2017 
 
Pastor: Very Reverend Jeremy A. Secrist, V.F.           School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer 

jasecrist@yahoo.com                 lheckemeyer@embarqmail.com 
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315                 School: 573-477-3322   Fax: 573-477-3700 
 

St. Thomas Bookkeeper:                St. Thomas Secretary:  
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer                 Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff 
 jheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com              stthomasoffice@embarqmail.com 
 

St. Thomas Administrative Secretary:   St. Cecilia Bookkeeper: 
Mrs. Jenny Becker                  Mrs. Doris Stumpe 

jbeckeroffice@gmail.com                dorisstumpe@att.net  
 

 
St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; Wednesdays 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Sundays 7:30 - 7:50 a.m. at St. Cecilia; 

or anytime by appointment, just call Father.  
 

Saint Thomas the Apostle 
Mass Schedule for the Week of October 1-8: 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Vic Otto 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Fred Stockman 
Monday 7:45 a.m. – Herman & Agatha Luebbering 
Tuesday 7:45 a.m. – No Mass, Fr. at Priests’ Institute 
Wednesday 7:45 a.m. – No Mass, Fr. at Priests’ Institute 
Wednesday 7:15 p.m. – Dolores Secrist 
Thursday 7:45 a.m. – No Mass 
Friday 7:45 a.m. – Al Fick  Anointing of the Sick following 
Mass & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 6:00 p.m.  
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – People of our Parishes 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – L&D Anton & Alma Boessen Family 
 
Your Sunday Offering: 
Offertory Budget for 2017-2018:   $305,000.00 
Offertory Goal through Month End: $  76,251.00 
Actual Collection for 2017-2018:   $  73,449.82 
Offertory Difference Year to Date:   -  $    2,801.18 
Offertory Goal per month:    $  25,417.00 
 
Collection in Church: 
September 3      $  5,542.00 
September 10     $  2,764.00 
September 17     $  3,780.50 
September 24     $  3,008.50   
Collection Online:     $  6,002.00 
September total to date:   $21,097.99 
Difference for September    - $  4,320.00  
 
St. Thomas the Apostle Expansion & Building Fund 
Total Expansion Project expenses paid:  $2,273,475.34 
Income from parishioners for FY 2017-2018 
  (via the yellow “Building Fund” envelope):   $  6,329.45 
Loan payments to date for FY 2017-2018:       $18,455.48 

(Principal) $15,531.23 (Interest) $2,924.25 
Parish Building Expansion Debt remaining:   $381,191.03 
 
St. Thomas the Apostle Cantor / Organist  
Saturday 5:00 p.m. –Jean Kliethermes / Annette Kehner 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Lisa Wieberg  / Jackie Prenger 
 
St. Thomas the Apostle Reader / Petitions 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Amanda Wooten 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Gilbert Strope 
St. Thomas the Apostle Altar Servers 

Weekdays – Kylie Hoeller Rademan & Kenadi Braun 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Cameron & Chesney Luebbering, 
Courtney Luebbering 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Lane, Kenzie & Avery Libbert, 
Abigail Verslues   

 
 

Saint Cecilia 
Mass Schedule for the Week of October 1-8: 

Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Fred Hagenhoff 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. –  People of our Parishes 
 
 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. –  No Mass, Fr. at Priests’ Institute 
 
 
 
 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. –L&D Werner & Schroeder Families  
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Vince & Brad Reinkemeyer 
 
Your Sunday Offering:  
Offertory Budget for 2017-2018:  $62,000.00 
Collection Total for 2017-2018:   $16,062.35 
Offertory Goal per month:     $  5,166.67 
 
Collection in Church: 
September 3       $ 1,725.35 
September 10      $ 1,521.25 
September 17      $    932.00    
September 24      $ 1,103.75 
September total to date:   $ 5,282.35 
Difference for September:     +$    115.68  
 
 
Please remember your parish in your last will & 
testament. 
 
St. Cecilia Collection Counters  
October – Dominic & Mary Plassmeyer 

The Roman Catholic Parishes of 
St. Thomas the Apostle                  St. Cecilia 

in St. Thomas                     in Meta 

 
 

 

St. Cecilia Reader / Petitions  
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. – No Mass 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Dorothy Rehagen 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Dominic Plassmeyer 
 
St. Cecilia Altar Servers 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Alex & Joshua Even 
Ben & Henry Schroeder 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Nicholas & Shelby Wankum 
Ava & Saige Werdehausen 

 
IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO FULFILL 
YOUR LITURGICAL ASSIGNMENT, 
IN YOUR KINDNESS & CHARITY, 
PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT 

 



St. Thomas Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
October 7-8 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Mark Luebbering, Pat Kaiser,  
Marshall Boessen 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Mike & Sheri Wieberg, Shirley Volmert 
October 14-15 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Mike & Trish Green, Betty Schellman 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Bill & Betty Jo Luebbering, Lynne 
Reinkemeyer 
 
St. Thomas Greeters/Ushers  
*please ring tower bells 10 minutes before weekend Masses 
October 7-8 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Mike Green & Gilbert Schellman 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Eric & Keith Boessen 
October 14-15 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Richard Schellman & Fred Luebbering 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Doug Stockman & TJ Loethen 
 
St. Thomas Presentation of Gifts at Mass 
October 7-8 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Steve & Katrina Schellman Family 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Eugene & MaryPat Luebbering 
October 14-15 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Mike & Trish Green 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Bryan & Renee Braun Family 
 
St. Thomas Collection Counters 
October 7-8 – Sonya Henson & Millie Wieberg 
October 14-15 – Jennifer Schroeder & Stephanie Cortvrient 
October 21-22 – Rosalyn Wieberg & Donna Schellman 
 
Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas  
Monday 7:25 a.m. – Joann Heckman – Joyful 
Friday 7:25 a.m. – Gilbert & Hermina Strope – Sorrowful 
Saturday 4:40 p.m. – Barb Graessle – Sorrowful 
Sunday 9:40 a.m. – Pat Loethen – Sorrowful   
 

St. Cecilia Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  
October 7-8 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Brenda Wansing, Doris Stumpe, 
Jennifer Even 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Gerald & Phyllis Rehagen, Pam Libbert 
October 14-15 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Betty Hagenhoff, Dorothy Rehagen, 
Lou Kloeppel 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. - Dominic & Mary Plassmeyer, 
Janice Schanzmeyer 
 
St. Cecilia Greeters/Ushers   
October 7-8 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Lou Kloeppel, Mitch & Brendan 
Stumpe, Darin Even 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Anton Libbert, Terry Libbert, Tony 
Derkum, Leon Schanzmeyer 
October 14-15 
Saturday 7:00 p.m. – Randy Hagenhoff, Lou Kloeppel, 
Mitch & Brendan Stumpe 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Kenny Otto, Dominic Plassmeyer, 
Larry Lueckenotto, Harold Libbert 
 
Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia  
Wednesday:  6:10 p.m. – No Mass 
Saturday 6:40 p.m. – Cathy Borgmeyer– Sorrowful  
Sunday 7:40 a.m. – Janice Schanzmeyer– Sorrowful  
 
VOTIVE CANDLES:  The requested donation for lighting a 
votive candle in church is $2.50. 

 
BAPTISM PREPARATION:  Please call Fr. Secrist to 
schedule a meeting and date for Baptism. 

 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION:  Please call Fr. Secrist at 
least six months prior to the desired date. 
 

SCRIP:  October 7-8     Saturday – Karen Luebbering     Sunday – Amy Luebbering 
Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program.   A large variety of cards in various 
denominations are in stock and available for purchase.  You can contact Lindsay Luebbering at 573-680-4920 or Karen 
Luebbering at 573-301-5835 to purchase anytime.   
 
SNACKS FOR ST. THOMAS QUILTERS:   
Thursday, October 5 – Renea Rustemeyer & Lori Schaefer   Thursday, October 12 – Brenda Schell & Betty Schellman 
Please bring snack to hall by 1:00 p.m.; snack served at 3:00 p.m.  If you have any questions, please call Kathy Strope or Emily  
Luebbering. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Donna Scheulen & John Moss who were married in Christ this weekend in St. Cecilia Church. 
 
A NOTE OF THANKS 
We extend a huge thank you to everyone who helped when our cabinet shop burned last week.  To the neighbors who pulled all 
the equipment from the barn, to Meta Fire & Rescue, Folk Fire Dept., Westphalia Volunteer Fire Dept., Osage Bend Fire Dept., 
to the community ambulance and to anyone else we’ve forgotten to mention.  We are so very grateful for these people, who 
didn’t hesitate to help.  We couldn’t have done it without you.  We are so very grateful! 
                       Wayne, Glenda, Adam & Megan Werdehausen 
 
OCTOBER WEEKEND MASS COUNT:  This fall our Diocese will again involve itself in a common practice across the United 
States known as the ‘October Count.’  Throughout the month of October, we ask the ushers assigned for Mass to count all the 
faithful (including musicians & altar servers) at each weekend Mass. 
 
DIOCESAN CATHOLIC STEWARDSHIP APPEAL:  This year’s CSA theme of “One Faith. One Family” makes it clear that the 
Church is a community called by Christ to continue His mission on earth.  There is a universal Church led by the Holy Father in 
Rome, and a local Church called the Diocese of Jefferson City, led by our Bishop and comprised of 95 parishes and 15 
missions.   A letter from Bishop Gaydos should arrive very soon asking for your generous support of the Catholic Stewardship 
Appeal.  If you haven’t given before, consider the blessings you have been given and make a CSA pledge on behalf of your 
diocesan family.  
The CATHOLIC STEWARDSHIP GOALS this year:  St. Cecilia Parish: $2,500.   St. Thomas the Apostle Parish: $8,000.   
Thank you for your generosity.  
 
IN LIEU OF A SPECIAL COLLECTION:  Since our special collection for the victims of Hurricane Harvey, we have seen 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria hit Florida, Puerto Rico, and other islands in the Caribbean.  Another devastating earthquake 
occurred in Mexico.  In all, hundreds are dead and thousands have lost their homes.   If you would like to help, you can donate 
to Catholic Charities www.catholiccharities.org, which is helping victims in the U.S., or Catholic Relief Services www.crs.org, 
which is working with those Mexico and the Caribbean.  You can also write a check to the parish for this purpose and we will 
send it on. Thanks you and please keep in your prayers all of those suffering from these disasters.  
 
PARISH TIME & TALENT:  Please also consider what ministries you are participating in at Mass and how you share your time 
and talents with your parish and fellow parishioners. 
 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION is Wednesday, October 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the St Cecilia Parish Center. 
 
ST. THOMAS CYO MEETING is Monday, October 2, 7:00 p.m. in St. Thomas the Apostle School cafeteria.   
 



PRAYING A ROSARY FOR OUR COUNTRY will be prayed on Wednesday, October 4 at 5:00 p.m. in St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church.  
 
FIRST FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6 AT ST. THOMAS:   
7:45 a.m. Mass, with Anointing of the Sick offered after Mass for those in need of the Sacrament.  Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament in Church throughout the day.  Confessions 4:30-5:50 p.m.  Benediction at 6:00 p.m.  
 
FIRST FRIDAY SOCIAL AT ST. THOMAS:  Please join us in the Vitae House on Friday, October 6.   
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PRAYER LINE REQUESTS should be emailed to Jenny Becker at jbeckeroffice@gmail.com or 
by calling (573) 690-0642.  The Prayer Line exists to communicate prayer intentions for those in need of healing.   
 
ST. CECILIA PARISH PICTORAL DIRECTORIES:  This fall, the Lifetouch Company will be coming to St. Cecilia Parish in order 
to take individual and family photos for a new parish pictorial directory.  The last time a photo and contact directory was created 
was 2004.   Photographers will be at St. Cecilia Parish October 26-29.   

Photography session sign-in volunteers are needed to assist with the check-in table during the directory photo sessions at St. 
Cecilia Parish on October 26 and 27, 12 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.; October 28, 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and October 29, 7 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m.  Any type of assistance is greatly appreciated.  Please contact Joanne Schroeder for more information: 573- 229-8986. 
 
ST. CECILIA PSR:  Classes for 1

st
-10

th
 grades start on Wednesday, October 4, at 7:00 pm in the parish center.   All St. Cecilia 

students are asked to please sign up.  Accurate counts are needed for ordering books and materials.  Please contact Jennifer 
Even at 573-680-6945, 573-229-8976 or evenfamily6@att.net to sign up or with any questions. 
 
ST. CECILIA SUNDAY SCHOOL:  Sunday School classes for St. Cecilia will begin on Sunday, October 8, immediately following 
the 8:00 a.m. Mass (approximately 9:00) in the Parish Center.  Sunday School classes are open to any children currently in 
Kindergarten, or those who will be entering Kindergarten next year (Fall of 2018).  Please contact Jennifer Even at 573-680-
6945, 573-229-8976 or evenfamily6@att.net to sign up or with any questions.   
 
ST. THOMAS SCHOOL GLASS BLOCKS:  1940’s-era glass blocks from the St. Thomas School building are available for 
$5.00 per block.  Please email Father at jasecrist@yahoo.com or call the School Office (573-477-3322) if interested.  
 
ST. THOMAS 4-H: It is the start of a new 4-H year and enrollment is open to youth 5-18 years old as of January 1, 2018.  The 
next meeting is Sunday October 15 at 11:15 a.m. at the St. Thomas KofC Hall.  Please contact Sara Otto at 573-694-4345 with 
any questions. 
 
ST. THOMAS SCHOOL WELCOMES  Tommy & Monica McDonnell and their children, Michaela, Gavin, Dillon & Allison to St. 
Thomas the Apostle School.   
 
ST. THOMAS SCHOOL & PSR DROP OFF & PICK UP:  For the safety of our children, please remember to ENTER from 
PARK STREET and EXIT from the Church parking lot onto Highway B.  This will keep our children safe and the traffic flowing 
smoothly.  
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL UPCOMING EVENTS  
October 2-6 – Achievement Testing Week 
October 6 – First Friday, Adoration & Confessions grades 3-8.  
October 9 – Teacher Bullying workshop at St. Stanislaus 4:00-6:30 p.m. 
October 10 – Bullying presentation at St. Stanislaus K-4 & 5-8 TBA, Parent/Family seminar at 7:00 p.m.   
October 11 – Picture Day, Three Rivers Electric Safety Assembly 1:00 p.m.  
October 12 – Safety Kids Assembly 1:00 p.m. K-6 
October 13 – End of 1

st
 Quarter, Pizza Kickoff  2:30 p.m.  

 
BOX TOPS:  Please continue to save Box Tops for Education, Coke Points & Best Choice labels.  
 

 
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SESQUICENTENNIAL HISTORY BOOK – SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHS NEEDED:  Photographs 
and the names of the players of the current St. Thomas Ball Teams are now needed to put in the sports section of our upcoming 
history book.  You can include photographs of teams that won championships, tournaments, etc. in the past.  Be sure to include 
the name of the team, age group, and any other pertinent information.  The team must be a St. Thomas team to be included in 
the book.  Send to Bill Boessen at billcoun@embarqmail.com. 

 
ST. THOMAS GARDEN TRACTOR PULL & RIB COOK OFF is Saturday, September 30, 2017. 
 
ST. THOMAS K of C TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE is October 7 & 8 after Masses.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS TO  
SAVE THESE DATES IN 2019  

 
Sunday, May 5, 2019 

30
th
 anniversary of the reestablishment of 

St. Thomas School as a Catholic school. 
 

Saturday, June 29, 2019 

Parish Celebration 
4:00 p.m. Mass with the Bishop, 
dinner & music for parishioners. 

 
Sunday, October 6, 2019 

St. Thomas Homecoming for everyone to 
enjoy.  Parade, food vendors, 

entertainment & other activities.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:evenfamily6@att.net
callto:573-694-4345


SPECIAL OLYMPICS TRAINING FOR LIFE CAMPUS:  Drive it Home raffle tickets for a chance to win a new car.  Tickets are 
$5.00 each.  Please contact Craig Buechter at 573-694-5157 to purchase.  
 
MISSOURI CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 50TH ANNIVERSARY:  Celebrate 50 years of the Missouri Catholic Conference (MCC) 
at the MCC’s 50th Anniversary on Saturday, October 7, 2017 at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Jefferson City.  This free event is 
sponsored by the Missouri Bishops and everyone is invited.  The event includes an address by Papal Apostolic Nuncio to the 
United States, Archbishop Christophe Pierre.  Workshops with a focus on Catholic education, pro-life, and social justice will be 
offered. A hot, free lunch is provided, and the day will end with a Mass concelebrated by the bishops.  Please pre-register for the 
event by going to MOCatholic.org or calling 1-800-456-1679.  See you on October 7! 
 
ANTI-BULLYING WORKSHOP by New York Times bestselling author Jodee Blanco will be offered at St. Stanislaus School in 
Wardsville on Tuesday, October 10 at 7:00 p.m. in the school gym.  The presentation is free and open to the public. 
 
PARISH MISSION AT ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH:  October 16-20, 2017 led by Fr. Charles Byrd from Our Lady of 
the Mountains Roman Catholic Parish in Jasper, GA.  5:30 p.m. Confessions; 6:15 p.m. Mass; 7:00 p.m. Mission Talk.  All are 
welcome to attend! 
 
CONCERT FOR OBOE & ORGAN:  7:00 p.m. Friday, October 20, 2017 at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish. 
 
ST. THERESA PARISH CARRY-OUT BBQ FUNDRAISER, DIXON is this Sunday, October 1,serving pork steak, baked beans, 
Corn on the cob, dinner roll & dessert from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   $10.00 per carry-out. 
 
ST. STANISLAUS PARISH FALL FESTIVAL, WARDSVILLE is Sunday, October 8, serving fried chicken & sausage dinners 
from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Adults $11.00, children 6-12 $6.00. 
 
GUARDIAN ANGELS PARISH FALL DINNER, BRINKTOWN is Sunday, October 8, serving sausage & fried chicken dinners 
from 11:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Adults $11.00, children 6-12 $5.0.  Quilt auction at 2:30 p.m.   
 
ST. JOSEPH PARISH FALL FESTIVAL, WESTPHALIA is Sunday, October 15, serving German pot roast & sausage dinners 
from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Adults $11.00, children 6-12 $5.00.   
 
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH FALL FESTIVAL, ST. ANTHONY is Sunday, October 15, serving sausage & roast beef 
dinners from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Adults $10.00, children 6-12 $5.00.   
 
CHICKEN & HAM DINNER & DANCE, WESTPHALIA LION’S CLUB is Saturday, October 21.  Ticket price is $20.00 per 
person, doors open at 5:30, dinner at 6:30 and dance at 8:30 p.m.  Music by Shiloh.  BYOB.  If you have questions or need 
tickets, please visit www.WestphaliaLions.com or Scott Schulte 573-455-2712 or 573-690-5890. 
 
FALL FANTASY TICKETS are now available for the November 4

th
 event.  Tickets are $110 a couple, dinner includes choice of 

prime rib or chicken cordon bleu, dance, beer, wine & set-ups.  Music by Shiloh.  NO person under 21 of age will be admitted.  
Tickets are available at B&K Quick Shoppe or by contacting Joanie Prenger, Donna Boessen or Lynn Taggart.  Tickets will be 
sold after Mass on September 23, 24 and 30 and October 1 at St. Thomas Church.  The early bird drawing will be Monday, 
October 2.   
 
PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL: 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

http://www.westphalialions.com/

