
SEE CITY 
Pastoral Plan 
 

A.​ Active stewardship 
a.​ Parishioners are asked to participate at Mass. For example, reading, singing, 

bringing up offertory, and serving. They are also asked to volunteer at parish 
fundraisers. To be an active parishioner, the parishioners are asked to participate 
in donating to the church.  

 
B.​ Hospitality / Welcoming  

a.​ The Social Concerns Committee created a welcoming booklet to give to families 
when they enter the parish. This booklet informs the families about the parish and 
the different groups and events. The parish is also working on implementing 
mentor families within the parish when a new family registers. The parish invites 
new families to check out the parish and school websites and the facebook page 
to learn about what is going on in the parish.  
 

C.​ Diversity  
a.​ The St. Thomas the Apostle parish is working to communicate through different 

platforms to reach the diverse population. The parish uses a weekly bulletin, the 
parish and school websites, the Facebook page, and the prayer line as forms of 
communication.. By using all these platforms, we reach all generations.  
 

D.​ Communication 
a.​ The St. Thomas the Apostle parish offers many ways for the parishioners to learn 

about what is happening in the community. The notes from parish meetings, 
other meetings, Father’s notes, and the bishop’s notes are posted in the bulletin. 
The weekly money contributions from the parishioners are listed in the weekly 
bulletin. The Catholic Missourian is sent out monthly to parishioners. Parishioners 
are able to see upcoming dates and information about other parishes in the 
Catholic Missourian. The parish is also working on possibly getting a text caster 
program that can send messages to parishioners when needed. We know that 
technology is a great tool to use, but not all parishioners will use it. The parish will 
continue to use paper and digital formats.  
 

E.​ Formation for members of parish council & committees:  
a.​ The Parish Council is working on making a booklet that will be given to families 

when new councils and committees are being formed or needing new members 
voted in. The booklet will inform parishioners about the job titles and a list of 
things the member will be asked to do. After the new members are voted in, the 
past members will train the new members on the job. This booklet will be posted 
on the parish website for all to see.  

 
 



 
F.​ Fiscal Responsibility 

a.​ The parish has a finance committee. The finance committee meets to make 
decisions on the finances of the parish. The notes are printed in the bulletin. 
Parish Council members are invited to attend the meetings. In the weekly 
bulletin, the contribution amounts from the weekly envelopes are posted in the 
bulletin. Each week the offertory budget and goals are updated in the bulletin. 
The parish also has money set aside in the budget to help families who need 
financial help.  
 

G.​ Sacraments  
a.​ Baptisms are celebrated when a baby is born in the community. The parents 

contact the priest to set a day and time for the baptism. First communion is 
celebrated every year. The students that attend the St. Thomas school prepare 
together. The second graders that go to PSR also prepare weekly at religion 
class. Confessions are heard during the week and every weekend before Mass. 
There are additional times during Lent and Advent for people to go to confession. 
Confirmation classes are offered to the students who attend the catholic school 
and the public school.  
 

H.​ Holy Orders / Consecrated Life  
a.​ Occasionally throughout the year, messages about Holy Orders and Consecrated 

Life are posted in the bulletin. Father also talks about the sacraments in his 
homilies throughout the year. It is asked of the parishioners to be talking about 
these sacraments in their households and making the children feel like it is an 
option.  

 
I.​ Marriage 

a.​ There is a message posted about the sacrament of marriage in the weekly 
bulletin. The church is available for the sacrament of marriage. The parish does 
not charge people to use the church. Father offers classes to the couple getting 
married. There are also people in the community who have volunteered to meet 
with couples getting ready for marriage.  

 
J.​ Wounded Marriages  

a.​ St. Thomas the Apostle Parish does not have a wounded marriage program for 
couples. The parish could ask the diocese for support if someone asks for it. 
Opportunities for a support group are listed in the bulletin throughout the year. 
The parish could create a support group if the need rises.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
K.​ Children, Youth, Elderly, Suffering  

a.​ For the children and youth of the parish, St. Thomas the Apostle has a catholic 
school that students can attend. The parish also offers PSR classes on 
Wednesday nights. The church uses the confessional/storage room as a cry and 
nursing room if needed. The youth are asked to serve at Mass. If there is an 
interest, the parish could explore creating a children's choir. For the elderly and 
suffering, the community has friends and neighbors that can take care of them 
and help when needed. If there is a funeral, the community comes together to 
provide a luncheon for the family and community members.  
 

L.​ Facilities and Environment  
a.​ The parish works to make the grounds and facilities a welcoming place. The St. 

Thomas Church is currently in the middle of a renovation. During the renovation, 
the PA system is being updated to make better sound in the church. The facilities 
accommodate for the diverse crowd. We have a cry room and nursing room for 
families that need it.  
 

M.​ Care of Cemeteries 
a.​ The parish has a cemetery committee that takes care of the grounds. The 

parishioners are asked to pay yearly dues to help maintain the property.   
 

N.​ Disaster Responder Team 
a.​ St. Thomas is a small town community. The parish itself does not have a disaster 

response team. The parish buildings have AED kits and fire extinguishers on the 
property. The community has a fire department. There is a community ambulance 
station in a neighboring town. If and when there is a disaster, the people in the 
community rely on family, friends, and neighbors to help them get through the 
struggle.  

 
O.​ Catholic Charities  

a.​ The St. Thomas the Apostle Church has nominated Jan Heckemeyer as our 
parish ambassador. Occasionally in the weekly envelopes there are charities that 
the parish asks the parishioners to contribute toward if they would like.  
 

P.​ Chancery help 
a.​ Parish council induction 
b.​ Wounded marriages  


