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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                      May 4, 2025 
 
 Pastor:  Fr. Leonard Mukiibi                                          School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer 
 frleonardmukiibi@gmail.com                lheckemeyer@stacs.school 
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315                School: 573-477-3322 Fax: 573-477-3700 
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer                 Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff 
 jheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com                  dlueckenhoffoffice@gmail.com 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Admin. Secretary:   St. Cecilia Bookkeeper: 
Mrs. Theresa Veit                    Mrs. Doris Stumpe 

tveitoffice@gmail.com                    dstumpeoffice@gmail.com 
 

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 `School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. or by appointment 
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Wednesdays 5:00 – 6:15 p.m. and  

Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father. 
 

Saint Thomas the Apostle Saint Cecilia 
Mass Schedule for the Week of May 4-11 Mass Schedule for the Week of May 4-11 

Tuesday 7:45 a.m.  L&D Norbert Boessen Family   
Wednesday 7:45 a.m. 
Wednesday 6:30 pm 

David Volmert 
8th Grade Graduates 

Wednesday 6:30 pm 
 

Phil & David Graessle 

Thursday 7:45 a.m. Denis Plassmeyer   
Friday 7:45 a.m. Gilbert & Hermina Strope Family   
Saturday 5:00 p.m. People of our Parishes 

John, Minnie & Steve Luebbering 
  

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Becky Strope  Sunday 8:00 a.m. Gus Kelly 
 

Your Sunday Offering  Your Sunday Offering  
Offertory Budget for 2024-2025 $330,000.00 Offertory Budget for 2024-2025 $70,000.00 
Offertory Goal through Month End $275,000.00 Collection Total for 2024-2025 $51,530.25 
Actual Collection for 2024-2025 $303,103.55 Offertory Goal per Month $5,833.33 
Offertory Difference Year to Date $28,103.55   
Offertory Goal for April $27,500.00   
    
Collection in Church  Collection in Church  
April 6 $5,065.10 April 6 $922.00 
April 13 $4,539.85 April 13 $1,790.00 
April 20 $5,640.82 April 20 $2,027.00 
April 27 $4,120.13 April 27 $1,043.00 
    
Collection Online $8,448.00   
April Total to Date $27,813.90 April Total to Date $5,782.00 
Difference for April $313.90 Difference for April -$51.33 

 
Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia 
Tuesday 7:25 am Bob Schellman - Sorrowful   
Wednesday 7:25 am Shirley Volmert - Glorious Wednesday 6:10 pm Cathy Borgmeyer – Glorious 
Thursday 7:25 am Dale Herigon – Luminous   
Friday 7:25 am Jim Lueckenhoff - Sorrowful   
    
Offertory Gifts – St. Thomas the Apostle Offertory Gifts – St. Cecilia 
Saturday Family of John, Minnie & Steve 

Luebbering  
  

Sunday Family of Becky Strope  Sunday Family of Gus Kelly 
    
Servers for the Weekday – Jase Volmert & Kambrie Stegeman 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR LAST WILL & TESTAMENT. 
VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a votive candle in church is $3.00.  
MASS STIPENDS: $10.00  
BAPTISM PREPARATION:  Please call the rectory to schedule a meeting and date for Baptism. 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least six months prior to the desired date. 
 
BULLETIN NOTICES: Deadline for bulletin is Wednesday at noon.  PARISH BULLETINS: If you are needing a bulletin and 
Church is locked at St. Thomas the Apostle, there are some on the Vitae House front porch.  
 
MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR ARCHBISHOP SHAWN MCKNIGHT is Tuesday, May 20, 5:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. 
Joseph.  A light meal and reception will follow Mass.  To RSVP at diojeffcity.org/Thanksgiving-Mass.   

The Roman Catholic Parishes of 
           St. Thomas the Apostle                          St. Cecilia 

       in St. Thomas                                in Meta 
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THANK YOU TO FR. MARTIN:  Join us for a Special Farewell Gathering.  Please join us for doughnuts and drinks atter the 
10:00 a.m. Mass on May 11 as we celebrate and bid farewell to Fr. Martin.  Let’s come together to thank him for his faithful 
service and wish him well as he begins his new journey at his new assignment at St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Sedalia. You are 
all welcome.  
 

Liturgical Role Schedule for May 10th & 11th 

 Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM 

Altar Servers 

Ava Buschjost, Evelyn 

Wooten, Jase & JD Volmert 

Henry & Annaline Schroeder Isabella & Oliver 

Luebbering, Kora 

Luebbering, Gabe Sandbothe 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion 

Lora Boessen 

Barb Graessle 

Mike Green 

Pam Libbert 

Dorothy Rehagen 

Dominic Plassmeyer 

Janet Lueckenhoff 

Linda Lueckenhoff 

Glenn Prenger 

Lector Kara Holterman Samantha Helton Jim Lueckenhoff 

Rosary Leader Dale Herigon Cathy Borgmeyer Jim Lueckenhoff 

Greeters/Ushers 

Mark Boessen 

Adam Holterman 

Randy Hagenhoff 

Mitch Stumpe 

Brendan Stumpe 

Leonard Schulte 

Art Groner 

Mattheuw Prenger 

Music Ministry 

Jackie Prenger 

Judy Schroeder 

 

Emilie Alanna Stockman 

Mary Kay Brand 

Live Stream   Jenny Becker 

Count Collection  Dale & Margie Helton Keith & Jean Kliethermes 

Church Cleaners Alan Libbert, Nancy Libbert, Darrel Buechter, Jan Heckemeyer 

 
A NOTE OF THANKS! 
I would like to thank all my good friends of St Thomas for the beautiful birthday cards and phone calls.  It was so great to hear 
from all of you again.  I will keep each of you and your families in my prayers and hope all of you have a Blessed year.   
Sister Anne Boessen 
 
CHURCH MINISTRY CHANGES: Church ministries will be published by month beginning with May.  This will assist parishioners 
in planning their schedules and will allow parishioners time to find coverage when they are not available.  We ask that you 
please review the schedule and if your name is listed and you are not able to fulfill your obligation, please find a replacement.  
This is a learning curve for us, so please be patient.   Since the calendars will be made up for several months at a time, it will not 
be possible to always accommodate when the parishioners request to be taken off the list for vacations etc.  All efforts will be 
made to try and accommodate these requests.  We ask that you please find a replacement if you are not able to fulfill your 
obligations.  We will be forwarding the list of church ministries to the appropriate groups after Easter.  If you do not want your 
name and phone number sent to the individual groups you signed up for, please let Barbara Graessle know as soon as possible.  
If you have any questions or concerns, please email bgraessle1@gmail.com. 
 
ST. CECILIA PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:  Nomination forms will be in pews this weekend and next weekend and followed 
by a balloted vote on Sunday, May 18. 
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:  Our Parish will have four (4) current member’s terms expiring 
in May 2025. Please think about being part of the council/team in serving our Parish. It’s a great way to be involved and be good 
stewards!  Please contact Shane: (573) 999-4314, Lynne: 573-690-7113 or Linda: (573) 694-4239. 
 
BISHOP MCKNIGHT MAY PRAYER INTENTION:  For all vocations, and especially for those who will be ordained this year.  
That they may be strengthened by the grace of the Holy Spirit and remain faithful to the call of Christ, we pray to the Lord.  
 
PASTORS MEDITATION 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER C: DO YOU LOVE ME? FOLLOW ME. (Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Rev. 5:11-
14; Jn. 21:1-19) Today’s Gospel narrative shows us the rehabilitation of Peter, who denied Jesus three times in the courtyard of 
Caiaphas, repented, and then received Primacy in the Church from Jesus. The Gospel also shows us God in search of man, 
even when man tries to evade Him.  The first reading, taken from the Acts of the Apostles, tells us how the Holy Spirit 
transformed Peter, whom Jesus had appointed head of his Church, from a man fearful of powerful men into a brave witness to 
the Resurrection. Peter stands before the Jewish Supreme Court, the Sanhedrin, boldly announcing that he and the others must 
obey God rather than men. The second reading, taken from the book of Revelation (the Apocalypse), presents John’s vision of 
the Risen Lord as the glorified “Lamb of God,” enthroned in Heaven. The whole of Revelation is an expression of Christian hope 
in the Risen Lord. Today’s Gospel tells the post-Resurrection story of our merciful Savior Who goes in search of His band of 
disappointed, dejected disciples. The incident proves that Jesus’ post-Resurrection appearances were not mere hallucinations. 
In the first part of today’s Gospel, the risen Jesus appears to His disciples and gives them a symbol of their mission in a 
miraculous catch of fish followed by a grilled fish breakfast prepared by Jesus himself. The second part is a dialogue between 
Jesus and Simon where Simon is asked three times whether he loves Jesus, and he answers that he does, as if in reparation for 
his triple denial of Jesus. The two metaphors used in the story, namely fishing and shepherding, are the duties of the Church in 
her missionary work. Peter, as a forgiven sinner, is chosen for the quality of his love to serve as leader in a community of 
brothers and sisters. As his primary mission, Peter is given the care of the vulnerable lambs and sheep, and he is told that 
fidelity to this mission will lead him to martyrdom.  So, friends, we need to open our eyes, ears, and hearts wide to see, hear, 
and experience the Risen Lord coming into our lives in various forms, circumstances, and events: The Risen Lord blesses us 
with success and achievements. We often fail to acknowledge the presence of the Risen Lord behind our unexpected 
successes, great achievements, promotions at work, miraculous healings, and success in relationships. He is right there in our 
parties, celebrations, and occasions of rejoicing. The Risen Lord is present in our pains and suffering: Acts 9:1-13 tells us how 
the Risen Lord transformed the life of Saul by flattening him on the Damascus Road and allowing him to become temporarily 
blind. The same Jesus often visits us in the form of accidents, illnesses, the loss of dear ones, pain, suffering, and problems in 
relationships.  The Risen Lord visits us through our friends and well-wishers: He is present in those who visit us and encourage 
us in our sad, desperate moments. The Risen Lord visits us in the form of unexpected help from the least expected persons in 
our dire needs.  The Risen Lord is present in our Christian worship: He is present on our altars during the Holy Mass to share 
His life with us; He is present in the words of Holy Scripture; He is there in the Sacraments, and He is there where two or three 
are gathered in his name (Mt 18: 20).  Have a blessed week!  Fr. Leonard Mukiibi 
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A ROSARY FOR OUR COUNTRY will be prayed on Sunday, May 4, 5:00 p.m. St. Thomas the Apostle Church.  
 
TOTUS TUUS - JUNE 22 – 27: Sign-up for Totus Tuus is now available. You can do this either online 
at http://www.stthomasapostle.net/totus-tuus.html or use the paper form that is a part of the bulletin. If you have any questions, 
please contact Theresa Veit (573) 418-7301. Thank you for your continued support and participation in this summer program.   
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS:   
Wednesday, May 7- 8th Grade Promotion 6:30 p.m.  
Friday, May 9- Preschool Promotion 2:15 p.m.  
Tuesday, May 13 – Field Day 
Wednesday, May 14 – Last Day of School, 11:05 a.m. dismissal 
 
ST. CECILIA PICNIC, DESSERTS AND MORE AUCTION:  We are starting to make plans for the St. Cecilia Picnic on July 13, 
2025.  In addition to the quilt auction, we will also have a Desserts & More Auction.  If you would like to donate a homemade 
dessert or other item (examples: gift basket or homemade items, meal for a group of people, personalized homemade craft or 
woodworking item, etc.) Please contact Betty Hagenhofff at 573-645-6565. 
 
OVER 50 GROUP:  The OVER 50 group will be meeting in the parish center at St Cecilia for our monthly get together on May 8, 
eating at noon. Please bring a covered dish to share with fellow members. 
 
RECOGNIZING OUR 2025 GRADUATES: If you are a 2025 graduate or promotion (elementary, high school, college, or 
technical school).  Please let us know by emailing or calling the school office at 573-477-3322 or the Parish Office, Tuesday 
mornings (8:00-11:30 a.m.) or Wednesday’s (8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) 573-477-3315.  The names will be published in the May 18 
bulletin.   
 
PLEASE REMOVE ALL FLOWERS & ARRANGEMENTS from in front of the stones in the St. Thomas Cemetery during the 
grass cutting season.  Thank you for your cooperation.   
 
THE 26TH ANNIVERSARY SAINT LOUIS MARIAN CONFERENCE is May 16-18 at the Renaissance St. Louis Airport Hotel. 
Everyone is welcome and parking is FREE.  The cost is only $60 for 3 full, dynamic days of inspiring talks, Holy Mass, 
Adoration, confession and vendors, beautiful music & fellowship with Catholics from all over the country (20 states so far) Hotel 
group rate is $109/night (1-4 people).  Confirmed speakers, His Eminence Raymond Leo Cardinal Burke, Fr. Donald Calloway, 
MIC, Fr Bill Casey, CMP, Msgr. Eugene Morris, Fr. Ken Geraci, CPM, Johnnette Williams, Nikki Kingsley & Angelica Park.  For 
more information, to register, or book your hotel room please visit www.stlmc.org or 314-850-7718.  
 
HELIAS LADY CRUSADER BASKETBALL CAMP is June 9-11 for grades K-5th -10:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m., 6th – 8th grades 12:00 
p.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Helias Catholic High School.  To register www.heliascrusaderscamps.com or please contact Garrett 
Wiggans at gwiggans@heliascatholic.com  
 
VISITATION PARISH, VIENNA, SPRING FESTIVAL is Sunday, May 4, serving fried chicken (4 pieces), mashed potatoes & 
gravy, corn, green beans, coleslaw & dessert from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Adults $15.00, children 6-12 $7.00.  Dine in or carry 
out at the Visitation Koerber Hall.   
 
SAVE THE DATES:  Totus Tuus will be at St. Stanislaus the week of June 22 – 27, 2025 
July 13- St. Cecilia Parish Picnic 
July 19-St. Thomas Knights of Columbus Tractor Pull 
Knights of Columbus Blood Drives:  July 10 & December11, St. Thomas Knights of Columbus Hall 
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HELIAS CATHOLIC’S SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE CAMPAIGN.  Helias has launched its Spirit of Excellence Campaign to 
raise $14 million to build a performing arts center, a baseball/softball complex and an addition to the existing James L. 
Rackers Field house including necessary updates to its athletic and strength conditioning facilities.  The campaign will run 
through the end of August.  For more information and to support the campaign, please visit 
heliascatholic.com/spiritofexcellence or contact Helias+ Catholic President Ron Vossen at rvossen@heliascatholic.com or 
573-635-6139. 
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