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St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
*School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 — 5:00 p.m. or by appointment
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Wednesdays 5:00 — 6:15 p.m. and
Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father.

Saint Thomas the Apostle

Mass Schedule for the Week of October 4 - October 11

Tuesday 7:45 am

No Mass, Fr. at Priests’ Institute

Wednesday 7:45 am No Mass, Fr. at Priests’ Institute
Thursday 7:45 am No Mass, Fr. at Priests’ Institute
Friday 7:45 am No Mass, Fr. at Priests’ Institute
Saturday 5:00 pm Laverne & Daniel Dubbert & Vic
Wilde
Sunday 10:00 am Pat Kliegel
Your Sunday Offering
Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $360,000.00
Offertory Goal through Month End $90,000.00
Actual Collection for 2026-2027 $90,274.49
Offertory Difference Year to Date $274.49
Offertory Goal for September $30,000.00
Collection in Church
September 6 $5,128.10
September 13 $4,972.31
September 20 $7,537.73
September 27 $4,167.10
Collection Online $8,128.00
September Total to Date $29,933.24
Difference for September -$66.76

WEEKDAY SERVERS:
No Masses

Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle

Tuesday 7:25 am No Mass
Wednesday 7:25am  No Mass
Thursday, 7:25 am No Mass
Friday, 7:25 am No Mass

Offertory Gifts — St. Thomas the Apostle

Saturday 5:00 pm

Sunday 10:00 am Family of Pat Kliegel

Family of Dubbert & Wilde

Saint Cecilia
Mass Schedule for the Week of October 4 - October 11

Wednesday 6:30 pm No Mass, Fr. at Priests’ Institute

Sunday 8:00 am People of our Parishes

Your Sunday Offering

Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $70,000.00
Collection Total for 2026-2027 $14,445.00
Offertory Goal per Month for September $5,833.33
Collection in Church

September 6 $1,966.00
September 13 $992.00
September 20 $537.00
September 27 $427.00
September Total to Date $3,922.00
Difference for September -$1,911.33

Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia & Lector
Wednesday No Mass

No Mass

Lector:

Offertory Gifts — St. Cecilia

Sunday Ushers

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR LAST WILL & TESTAMENT.
VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a votive candle in church is $3.00.

MASS STIPENDS: $10.00


mailto:tveitoffice@gmail.com

BAPTISM PREPARATION: Please call the rectory to schedule a meeting and date for Baptism.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least six months prior to the desired date.

BULLETIN NOTICES is Wednesday at noon. PARISH BULLETINS: If you need a bulletin and Church is locked at
St. Thomas the Apostle, there are some on the Vitae House front porch.

SCRIP: Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program. Please contact
Amanda Wooten 573-694-1735 or amandab27@hotmail.com

SNACKS FOR QUILTERS: Please bring snacks to the hall by 1:00 p.m.; snacks are served at 3:00 p.m. If you have any
questions, please contact Emily Luebbering at 573-477-3459 or Kathy Strope at 573-477-3349. Quilter’'s luncheon may be
dropped off Wednesday night 7:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m. (Evening quilting) or St. Thomas the Apostle School.

Thursday, Oct. 8 — Jayne Luebbering & Lindsay Luebbering

Liturgical Role Schedule for October 10 & 11

Thursday, Oct. 15 -Renee Luebbering & Kristi Luebbering

Saturday, 5:00 PM

Sunday, 8:00 AM

Sunday, 10:00 AM

Altar Servers

Akin, Noah
Libbert, Jayden
Volmert, Stella

Stegeman, Kambrie
Stegeman, Matthew

Luebbering, Isaac
Luebbering, Isabella
Luebbering, Oliver
Sandbothe, Gabriel

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

Boessen, Lora

Boessen, Marshall
Kliethermes, Keith

Stumpe, Doris
Even, Jennifer
Hagenhoff, Betty

Heckemeyer, Jan
Heckemeyer, Richard
Buschjost, Marian

Lector

Brand, Mary Kay

Stumpe, Doris

Heckemeyer, Jan

Joyful — Saturday, Glorious - Sunday

Schanzmeyer, Janice

Schroeder, Jennifer

Lueckenhoff, Janet

Greeters/Ushers

Boessen, Mark
Akin, Phil

Libbert, Pam
Stumpe, Mitch

Heckemeyer, Richard
Loethen, Mark

Music Ministry

Stockman, Alanna
Kliethermes, Jean

Hurst, Lydia

Prenger, Jackie
Wooten, Amanda

Live Stream

Luebbering, Lauri

Count Collections

Plassmeyer, Dominic
Plassmeyer, Mary

Schroeder, Jennifer
Wieberg, Dunja

St. Thomas Church Cleaners

Luebbering, Gina - Luebbering, Karen - Pace, Brooke - Stockman, Tina

PASTORS MEDITATION: 27th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR: TENANTS OR OWNERS OF GOD’S GIFTS? (Is. 5:1-7; Phil. 4:6-
9; Mt. 21:33-43) The parable of the vineyard owner serves as a summary of the history of our salvation by God and today’s
readings focus on the necessity of bearing fruit in the Christian life. They warn us of the punishment for spiritual sterility,

ingratitude, and wickedness.

The first reading, called Isaiah’s Song of the Vineyard, the prophet describes God’s care of, and expectations for, His Chosen
People. God’s Chosen People failed to bear fruit, in spite of the blessings lavished upon them by a loving and forgiving God.
They were poor tenants in the Lord’s vineyard. Hence, God laments: “I expected My vineyard to yield good grapes. Why did it
yield sour ones instead?” In the Responsorial Psalm (Ps 80), the Psalmist pleads with God to look down from Heaven and “take
care of this vine,” knowing that if any good is to come of the vine, it will be the doing of God, not the people. In the second
reading, Paul tells Philippians about the high expectations he has for them, reminding them that they need to become fruit-
producing Christians by praying and giving thanks to God and by practicing justice, purity, and graciousness in their lives. In
today’s Gospel, Jesus tells an allegorical parable in which the landowner is God, the vineyard is Israel as God’s special people,
and the tenants are the political and religious leaders of Israel. The story emphasizes the failure of the tenants, the Chosen
People of God and their leaders, to produce fruits of righteousness, justice, and mercy. Giving a theological explanation of
Israel’s history of gross ingratitude through the parable, Jesus reminds us Christians that, since we are the “new” Israel,
enriched with additional blessings and provisions in the Church, we are expected to show our gratitude to God by bearing fruits
of the kingdom, fruits of the Holy Spirit, in our lives, giving Him all the Glory.
Therefore friends, are we good fruit-producers in the vineyard of the Church? Jesus has given the Church everything necessary
to make Christians fruit-bearing like: a) The Bible to know the will of God. b) The Sacrament of Holy Orders to consecrate
bishops, priests, and deacons to lead the people in God’s ways. c) The Sacrament of Reconciliation for the remission of sins. d)
The Holy Eucharist as our spiritual food. €) The Sacrament of Confirmation for a dynamic life of Faith. f) The Sacrament of
Matrimony for the sharing of love in families, the fundamental unit of the Church. g) The Sacrament of Anointing to restore and
strengthen spiritual life and bring mental, emotional and physical healing as well, if that is what God wills. h) Role models in
thousands of saints. We are expected to make use of these gifts to produce fruits for God.
Are we fruit-producers in the vineyard of the family? By the mutual sharing of blessings, by sacrificing time and talents for the
members of the family, by humbly and lovingly serving others in the family, by recognizing and encouraging each other and by
honoring and gracefully obeying our parents, we become producers of “good fruit” for the Vine, Christ, in our families, and so
give Glory to God. Have a blessed week! Fr. Leonard Mukiibi

2026 OCTOBER MASS ATTENDANCE INITIATIVE A MONTH OF WELCOMING AND CONNECTION - Attention Ushers

October is once again the time for our annual Mass Attendance Initiative, which gives our parishes and the Diocese an
opportunity to better understand participation at Sunday Mass and support our ongoing pastoral planning and
outreach. Parishes are asked to record in-person weekend Mass attendance on each of these four weekends:
October 3—4, October 10-11, October 17-18, October 24-25

USHERS, please count all people (including children and infants) who enter the Church at each Mass for the month with the
count ending at or about the First Reading. In smaller Churches it may be simpler for the ushers to make the count during the
homily. Also, please remember to count all ministers who serve at the Altar as well. The form to fill out is in the back of Church
(St. Thomas, offertory table) (St. Cecilia on table to the right).
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NOTE CONCERNING PARISH GROUNDS: The Pastoral Parish Council (PPC) has decided that the parish grounds should not
be open for general use by vendors (i.e. food trucks, sales of merchandise). Requests to invite vendors to participate in parish,
school, or community events will be considered for approval by the PPC on a case-by-case basis.

SERVERS NEEDED — ST. CECILIA: St. Cecilia is looking for volunteers to serve for the deer hunting Masses at 7 pm on
November 14 & 21. If interested, please contact Theresa Veit (573) 418-7301.

A ROSARY FOR OUR COUNTRY will be prayed on Sunday, October 4, 5:00 pm St. Thomas the Apostle Church.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH is seeking volunteers to help our parish by using their time and talent to support the
Fall Fantasy. Joanie Prenger has done a fantastic job with this event. Multiple volunteers are needed to organize the event
beginning next year and train with Joanie during this year's event. Volunteers should contact Joanie at (573) 659-0304.

FAITH resources in the Ascension app are available to parishioners in the Diocese of Jefferson City for $1 for a year. Utilize
these resources to deepen your knowledge of our faith through viewing of daily reflections, prayer, video lessons, Bible studies,
and more. For more details, visit https.//ascensionpress.com/pages/content-hub/diocese-of-jefferson-city.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS!
October 5-9 — Achievement Testing Week Grades 2-8
Thursday, October 8 - Early Release 12:50 pm car riders, 1:00 pm bus riders

ST. CECILIA is looking for someone or possibly several people to work together to take over as picnic chair-person. Betty
Hagenhoff is ready to step down. She is willing to work along someone to teach them the process for 1 to 2 years. Please let
Betty know if you are interested. Her number is 573-645-6565.

ANGELA & BAYLOR FRANK FUNDRAISER- The St. Thomas/St. Cecilia Ladies Auxiliary is collecting donations through
November 17 to support Angela Frank and her daughter, Baylor. Baylor was recently diagnosed with Pitt-Hopkins Syndrome, a
rare genetic disorder that will require ongoing doctor visits, therapy, and care. All donations will be combined and given to
Angela to help with expenses related to Baylor's care. Donations may be given to any Ladies Auxiliary officer or dropped off at
the Knights of Columbus Hall on November 17 from 6:45—7:00 PM. Venmo donations may be sent to @Karlie-Reinkemeyer.
Ladies Auxiliary Officers: Jennifer Even, President — 573-680-6945, Lynne Reinkemeyer, Vice President — 573-690-7113
Sonya Henson, Treasurer — 573-338-3665 Karlie Reinkemeyer, Secretary — 573-645-3182 Thank you for your prayers and
generosity in supporting Angela, Baylor, and their family.

OVER 50 GROUP - The OVER 50 group will be meeting on Thursday, October 8 in the St Cecilia parish center eating at
noon. Plan on having a good time eating, visiting and being entertained. Bring a covered dish and join in the festivities.

30™ ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE ANNUAL FALL FANTASY is Saturday, November 7, $135 ticket/for two, doors open 6:00
pm, dinner 6:30 pm, drawing and dance to follow. A ticket provides: dinner for 2-Prime rib or Chicken Cordon Bleu, baked
potato, slaw & ice cream. All you can drink, BeersWine*Gin Rickeys*WatersSoda. A Chance to win $10,000-- a total of over
$15,000 will be given out that night *based on 300 tickets sold . Dance following drawing with B&C Sounds, THEME: Black &
White, tickets are on sale NOW! How to get tickets: Joanie Prenger 573.659.0304, Kim Kliegel 573.619.9188 or Purchase at the
Vitae House in St. Thomas during these hours: Tuesdays, 8:30 am-11:30 am, Wednesdays 8:00 am -4:30 pm 573.477.3315,

To be entered in the Early Bird winners Ryan and Lisa Wieberg.

Tickets Complimentary of Elite Turf.

HEY! HEY! AS YOU KNOW, THE ST. THOMAS FALL FANTASY IS CELEBRATING 30 YEARS! The Committee is looking
for your pictures. If you have ever attended the Fall Fantasy and have a picture or two to share, please reach out to Kimberly--
text (573.619.9188) or email (kim.kliegel@gmail.com) or drop off at Vitae House during business hours. These photos will be
used for display the night of the 30th St. Thomas Fall Fantasy! **Please make sure all people in photos approve of sharing.
Thank you for your attention to this matter!

FRANKENSTEIN ANNUAL 5K FUN RUN- October 10, 2026. Check-in time 4:30, Race time 5:30. Register online by
September 30" at https://stores.inksoft.com/frankenstein_5k/shop/home There will be a porkburger sale and quilt raffle at the
race, along with a Facebook silent auction that will end at the race.

GUARDIAN ANGEL PARISH IN BRINKTOWN - will be holding their Annual Fall Dinner Sunday, October 11, from 11 AM to
4:30 PM on the Parish Campus. This will be a Dine In Cafeteria Style and Carry Out Dinner serving a Fried Chicken & Fresh
Whole-Hog Sausage Dinner; Adults $16, Children 6-12 $8, 5 & Under Free and Carry Outs $16. There will also be a Quilt &
Dessert Auction at 2:30; Kiddie Tractor Pull @ 3:30 & plus a Country Store, Raffle, Kettle Corn, Ice Cream, Gin Rickey, and
Beer & Soda.

WARDSVILLE/OSAGE BEND HOME ASSOCIATION BBQ is Saturday, October 17, 11:00 am to 5:00 pm at the St.
Stanislaus/St. Margaret's Community Center. Drive thru and dine in. $15.00 per plate. BBQ meal, baked beans, cole slaw,
choice of meat, pork steak, bratwurst and chicken. Homemade cinnamon rolls, $12.00 while they last. For more information,
please contact Chuck, 573-694-4926 or Donnie 573-690-2866.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL ANNUAL TURKEY & SAUSAGE DINNERS, Sunday, October 18, 11am -
2pm! Join us for a delicious meal of turkey, sausage, and all the fixings while enjoying fellowship with friends and neighbors from
our community. We would love to have you join us!

SAVE THE DATES: St. Thomas the Apostle Outdoor Movie Night — October 10
St. Thomas the Apostle Trunk or Treat — Sunday, October 31-2:30-3:30 pm Church/school parking lot
St. Thomas the Apostle 30" Annual Fall Fantasy — Saturday, November 7, 2026
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Proposed Capital Improvement — St. Thomas Ball Field Lights
The St Thomas Parish Pastoral Council, St Thomas Park Board and the St Thomas Finance Committee has been monitoring the
condition of the ballfield lights over the last few years. The current lights were originally installed in 1976 (50 years ago). The light
poles are at least 10 years beyond the recommend life of the treated wood poles and the halide lights are outdated and
inefficient. Former parishioner (and electrician) Dan Lindenbusch was interviewed about the original installation of the ballfield lights,
how they were installed, how the poles were purchased and delivered (came via Rock Island Rail and hauled from Meta to St Thomas
on hay wagons), etc.

Mr. Lindenbusch recalled many of the people (besides himself) who were instrumental in helping get our current lights installed
back in 1976. Some of the names mentioned included Butch and Joe Lee Loethen, Andy Suthoff, Vic Otto, Quentin Koenig, Bernie
Luetkemeyer, Alex Heckman, Barney Schell, Alphonse Kroll, Frank Twehous, Tom Kliegel, Dick Rackers, Harold Libbert, Bob
Jurgensmeyer, Leo Holtmeyer, Gerald Luebbering, Bill Lueckenhoff and undoubtedly many others.

The bottom line is the current ballfield lights have served us well, and it is now time to consider replacing them for our future
generations to enjoy.

With this in mind, the St Thomas Parish is exploring an estimate to replace the current ballfield lights with modern metal poles with
energy efficient LED lighting. Once an estimate is in hand, an official request will be made to the Jefferson City Diocese for approval to
proceed.

Should you have any questions, input or concerns, please feel free to call Alan Reinkemeyer at 573-694-6984.

September 15, 2026 Meeting Minutes - Ladies Auxiliary
Call to Order-Jennifer called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM., We began with the Pledge of Allegiance, We shared special prayer
intentions, Hail Mary was led by Jennifer Evenm, 9 members in attendance

Minutes and Treasurer's Repost- June 2026 meeting minutes were read and approved
e Treasurers Report - Sonya / move to approve, Beginning balance $2,185.04, Deposits — none, Checks written/payments - none
o Ending Balance $2,185.04

Old Business: Communication Options Update: Karlie is looking into other options for communication purposes. She believes
Flocknote (exclusively for Ladies Auxiliary), will be an option. Stay tuned for more information.

e Meeting Minutes in Bulletin: The June 2026 Meeting Minutes were not included in the bulletin. We will be sure to get the September
2026 Minutes into the bulletin.

e 4th Degree Breakfast Earnings: Jennifer is still working on giving our donations to the Hannah Retreat and Vocations. Each group will
receive $300.

e Pool Party Social- Thank you, Judy, for hosting the pool party social!

e Pregnancy Help Center (Baby Bottle Drive)- Thank you to everyone who donated to the Pregnancy Help Center fundraiser! An exact
total is not available at this time, as some baby bottles have not yet been returned. However, we know that at least $1,600 was
collected. It was recommended that we make this fundraiser more visible next year by placing flyers and bulletin announcements and
possibly having a brief presentation or mention at masses to inform on what PHC is and does and to help ensure parishioners are
aware of the fundraiser and understand how they can participate.

e Shirts- Stay on the lookout for another shirt order. The design and t-shirt will remain the same, but a sage green color will be available
to order.

New Business: St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic School Silent Auction-The school is hosting a silent auction in the Spring of 2027.
The Ladies Auxiliary donated a basket a few years ago and there is interest to do this again. Please think of ideas and we can do!

e Diocesan Women'’s Ministry Updates: Judy gave a comprehensive recap of all Women’s Ministry events taking place in the Diocese.
She stated that it would be great to have another representative from St. Thomas and St. Cecilia to attend the meetings. The Diocese is
hosting the 4th Annual Women's Ministry Ladies Night Out and Fall Retreat on November 20 and 21st. Attend one event or both! This
year's theme, Living Joy: A Life Rooted in Christ, features nationally known speaker and author Meg Hunter-Kilmer, along with inspiring
talks, prayer fellowship, food, and fun. There is a $25 dinner fee for November 20th and a $15 lunch fee for November 21. For all
Women'’s Ministry updates please go here: https://diojeffcity.org/womens-ministry/

e Tootsie Roll Drive/Bake Sale: Ladies Auxiliary will be joining the Knights on October 10&11 after masses for the Tootsie Roll Drive
and Bake Sale. Please consider donating baked goods to assist with this effort! We will need assistance collecting donations after
masses.

e Fundraiser for Angie Frank-Karlie recommended that the Ladies Auxiliary support Angie Frank with medical expenses related to her
daughter, Baylor, who was recently diagnosed with Pitt-Hopkins Syndrome, a very rare condition. Baylor is expected to have numerous
doctor and therapy appointments as part of her ongoing care. Those in attendance were in full support of assisting Angie and Baylor.
The Ladies Aucxiliary will donate $100 to Angie, and individual donations from members will also be collected. This is what the Ladies
Auxiliary is all about—coming together to support someone in our community, a fellow member of our church family, who is facing
difficult circumstances and show the love and care of our church community. Please make checks payable to St. Thomas/St. Cecilia
Ladies Auxiliary. Once all donations have been received, the funds will be deposited, and one check for the total amount collected will
be given to Angie Frank. Members may give their individual donations to any of the following officers: Jennifer Even, Lynne
Reinkemeyer, Sonya Henson, or Karlie Reinkemeyer. Donations may also be brought to the November 17th meeting. November 17th
will be the final day that donations will be accepted on behalf of the Ladies Auxiliary. A message with these details will be posted on
Facebook and sent to Ladies Auxiliary members The Ladies Auxiliary also discussed hosting a bake sale in the spring as an additional
fundraiser to support Baylor.

e December Events: Ladies Auxiliary plans on doing the same thing as last year for the St. Thomas and Meta Christmas parades. More
details will be discussed at the November meeting.

e Other Diocesan/Parish Activities: Karlie announced that there will be an Outdoor Movie Night on October 10 at the St. Thomas
ballfield. The movie to be played is the 1998 animated Prince of Egypt!

Upcoming dates/events: October Social- Ladies Aukxiliary is working with the Pregnancy Help Center to set up a date and time to
present the fundraiser check and do a tour of their facility. The tentative date is October 27 at a time to be determined, possibly 5:30pm.
We will go for dinner afterward, the restaurant is to be determined and will be shared soon.

Next meeting: November 17th at 7PM Adjourn and Closing Prayer, we closed with the Our Father Adjourned at 8:07PM
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