The Roman Catholic Parishes of

St. Thomas the Apostle
in St. Thomas

www.stthomasapostle.net
www.stthomasapostleschool.net

St. Cecilia
in Meta

www.stceciliameta.net

PO Box 146
St. Thomas, MO 65076

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

August 18, 2024

Pastor: Fr. Leonard Mukiibi
frleonardmukiibi@gmail.com
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315

St. Thomas the Apostle Bookkeeper:
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer
jheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com

St. Thomas the Apostle Admin. Secretary:
Mrs. Theresa Veit
tveitoffice@gmail.com

School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer
Iheckemeyer@stacs.school
School: 573-477-3322 Fax: 573-477-3700

St. Thomas the Apostle Secretary:
Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff
dlueckenhoffoffice@gmail.com

St. Cecilia Bookkeeper:
Mrs. Doris Stumpe
dstumpeoffice@gmail.com

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 — 5:00 p.m. or by appointment
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Wednesdays 5:00 — 6:15 p.m. and
Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father.

Saint Thomas the Apostle
Mass Schedule for the Week of Aug. 18-25:
Tuesday 7:45 a.m. — L&D Herman & Gertie Hoecker Fam.
Wednesday 7:45 a.m. — Fred & Curt Stockman
Thursday 7:45 a.m. — Bernard & Betty Stegeman
Friday 7:45 a.m. — Joe, Antonia & Richard Schwartz
Saturday 5:00 p.m. — David A. Boessen
Sunday 10:00 a.m. — People of our Parishes
L&D Veit/Jaegers Family

Your Sunday Offering:

Offertory Budget for 2024-2025: $330,000.00
Offertory Goal through Month End:  $ 55,000.00
Actual Collection for 2024-2025: $ 41,228.94
Offertory Difference Year to Date: -$ 13,771.06

Offertory Goal for July: $ 27,500.00
Collection in Church:

August 4 $5,001.17
August 11 $4,760.30
August 18 $

August 25 $

Collection Online: $ 6,830.50
August total to date: $16,591.97
Difference for August: -$10,908.03

Church Renovation Capital Campaign

Total Pledges/Donations $498,991.54
Total Collected $540,627.00
Total Expenses Paid $699,195.95

A total of 131 parishioners have returned pledge cards/or
Contributed to the renovation project.
Church Renovation Loan Balance

Loan payments to date $179,020.00
(principal) $165,794.44 (interest) $13,225.56

$34,205.56

St. Thomas the Apostle Cantors / Organists

Aug. 24 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Mary Kay Brand / Jeanette
Aug. 25 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Lisa Wieberg / Alanna

Aug. 31 Saturday 5:00 p.m.— Kelsey Kliethermes / Jeanette
Sept. 1 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Josh Luebbering / Jackie

St. Thomas the Apostle Readers

Aug. 24 Saturday — 5:00 p.m. — Kathy Graessle
Aug. 25 Sunday — 10:00 a.m. — Jennifer Schroeder
Aug. 31 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Amanda Wooten
Sept. 1 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Judy Schroeder

Saint Cecilia
Mass Schedule for the Week of Aug. 18-25:

Wednesday 6:30 p.m. — Francis J “Fritz” & Margie Luebbert

Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Marilyn Bax

Your Sunday Offering:

Offertory Budget for 2024-2025: $67,000.00
Collection Total for 2024-2025: $ 6,368.00
Offertory Goal per month: $ 5,583.34
Collection in Church:

Aug. 4 $1,445.00
Aug. 11 $1,147.00
Aug. 18 $

Aug. 25 $

August total to date: $2,592.00
Difference for August: -$2,991.34

St. Cecilia Collection Counters
August: Dale & Margie Helton

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR
LAST WILL & TESTAMENT.

St. Cecilia Readers

Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. — Cathy Borgmeyer
Sunday, Aug. 25 - 8:00 a.m.- Cathy Borgmeyer
Sunday, Sept. 1 - 8:00 a.m.- Karyn Veltrop

St. Cecilia Organist
Sunday, Aug. 25 8:00 a.m. — Jackie
Sunday, Sept. 1 8:00 a.m. — Lydia

IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO FULFILL YOUR
LITURGICAL ASSIGNMENT, PLEASE
FIND A REPLACEMENT. YOUR FELLOW
PARISHIONERS THANK YOU!
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St. Thomas the Apostle Greeters/Ushers
Aug. 24 Saturday 5:00 p.m.- Mark Boessen & Adam Holterman

Aug. 25 Sunday 10:00 a.m. Michael Wooten & Richard Heckemeyer

Aug. 31 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Al Carter & Phil Akin
Sept. 1 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Eric Boessen & Keith Kliethermes
Collection baskets choir loft by organ, please return after use.

St. Thomas the Apostle Eucharistic Ministers
Aug. 24 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Lora Boessen
Aug. 25 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Marian Buschjost
Aug. 31 Saturday 5:00 p.m.- Barb Graessle
Sept. 1 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Marshall Boessen

St. Thomas the Apostle Servers
Weekday: Brody Buschjost & Virgil Lackman
Aug. 24 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Ava Buschjost, Evelyn Wooten,
Gannon Reeves, Jude Luebbering
Aug. 25 10:00 a.m. — Francie, Hannah & Levi Tallent,
Virgil Lackman
Aug. 31 5:00 p.m. — Miranda Meyer, Emerald Fennewald,
JD Volmert, Carmen Luebbering
Sept. 1 10:00 a.m.- Victoria & Will Wieberg,
Erika Luebbering & Fayeth Prenger

St. Thomas the Apostle Offertory Gifts
Aug. 24 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Family of David A. Boessen
Aug. 25 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Family of the Veit & Jaegers

St. Thomas the Apostle Collection Counters
Aug. 25 - Sonya Henson & Millie Wieberg
Sept. 1 — Dunja Wieberg & Jennifer Schroeder
Sept. 8 - Rosalyn Wieberg & Donna Schellman
Sept. 15 - Keith & Jean Kliethermes

Live stream Mass (10:00 a.m.) Sunday

Aug. 25 Dunja Wieberg
Sept. 1 Lauri Luebbering
Sept. 8 Jenny Becker

Sept. 15 Karlie Reinkemeyer
Sept. 22 Brooke Schell
Sept. 29 Jenny Schellman

Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas

Tuesday, 7:25 a.m. — Bob Schellman — Sorrowful Mysteries
Wednesday 7:25 a.m. — Bob Schellman — Glorious Mysteries
Thursday 7:25 a.m. — Dale Herigon — Luminous Mysteries
Friday 7:25 a.m. — Jim Lueckenhoff — Sorrowful Mysteries
Saturday 4:35 p.m. — Barb Graessle — Glorious Mysteries
Sunday 9:35 a.m. — Tina Stockman — Glorious Mysteries

St. Thomas the Apostle Church Cleaners

St. Cecilia Eucharistic Ministers
Aug. 25 Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Jennifer Even
Sept. 1 Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Doris Stumpe

St. Cecilia Greeters/Ushers

Aug. 25 Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Mitch Stumpe, Brendan Stumpe,
Leonard Schulte, Randy Hagenhoff

Sept. 1 Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Mitch & Brendan Stumpe,
Leonard Schulte, Randy Hagenhoff

St. Cecilia Servers

Aug. 25 Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Gavin Werdehausen
Natalee Derkum

Sept. 1 Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Henry & Annaline Schroeder

St. Cecilia Offertory Gifts
Aug. 25 Sunday 8:00 a.m.— Family of Marilyn Bax

Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia
Wednesday 6:05 p.m.— Dorothy Rehagen
Glorious Mysteries
Aug. 25 Sunday 7:35 a.m. — Janice Schanzmeyer
Glorious Mysteries
Sept. 1 Sunday 7:35 a.m. — Mary Plassmeyer
Sorrowful Mysteries

VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a
votive candle in church is $3.00.

MASS STIPENDS: $10.00

BAPTISM PREPARATION: Please call the rectory to
schedule a meeting and date for Baptism.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least
six months prior to the desired date.

Aug. 18: Lynne Reinkemeyer, Linda Boessen, Lauri Luebbering, Lisa Lackman
Aug. 25: Sonya Henson, Susan Buechter, Brenda Schell, Barb Graessle
Sept. 1: Brooke Schell, Tina Stockman, Gina Luebbering, Karen Luebbering

Sept. 8:

Alan Libbert, Nancy Libbert, Darrel Buechter, Jan Heckemeyer

Sept. 15: Janet Lueckenhoff, Jim Lueckenhoff, Charlene Buschjost, Randy Buschjost

SCRIP: Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program. Please contact,

Amanda Wooten 573-694-1735 or amandab27@hotmail.com

BULLETIN NOTICES & PARISH BULLETINS: Deadline for bulletin is Wednesday at Noon. If you are needing a bulletin and
Church is locked at St. Thomas the Apostle, there are some on the Vitae House front porch.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH OFFICE will be closed on Wednesday, August 21 but will be open on Thursday, August
22 from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.

ST. CECILIA CHURCH DIRECTORY: St. Cecilia Church Directory Photos, September 3-4: EXCITING NEWS! Our Church
leadership has determined it is time for our new pictorial church directory. Sign-ups for a photography appointment can be
made on-line or in person after the Sunday masses (August 4, August 11, August 18). To schedule your photography
appointment online, simply go to www.ucdir.com, click on photography appointment scheduling login on the right side,

enter mo350 in the Church Code field and enter photos in the Church Password field. Follow the prompts to schedule your
family’s appointment time. If you have 6 or more in your family, please use 2 consecutive time slots. The online scheduling
option is available Monday through Saturday. In-person sign-ups are Sunday after masses. Appointments fill up quickly, so
schedule as soon as possible to secure your preferred date and time. We also need volunteers to help with this

project. Please contact Joanne Schroeder to volunteer to be a part of this project.

BISHOP MCKNIGHT AUGUST PRAYER INTENTION: For a greater respect for the dignity of each and every human life in all
public policies, we pray to the Lord.
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PASTORS MEDITATION: Rev. Fr. Peter Musumba from Uganda, my buddy, will be coming to visit with me this week for a
few days, please welcome him and make him feel blest while visiting the United States.

20th Sunday of year B. THE EUCHARIST IS A BEAUTIFUL EXPRESSION OF FAITH AND LOVE. (Prov. 9:1-6, Eph. 5:15-
20, Jn. 6: 51-58) Today’s readings stress the fact that the Holy Eucharist, the perfect fulfillment of the symbol of the manna of
the Old Testament, is the Food that gives us life forever. In last Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus declared that the Bread he gives is his
Flesh. This Sunday, Jesus asserts that to eat this Bread is to have eternal life. In today’s first reading, taken from the Book of
Proverbs, Lady Wisdom, representing God, offers wisdom and understanding in the form of a rich banquet to all those who are
willing to heed her invitation. The early Christians often identified Jesus as the Wisdom of God. They regarded the Eucharist as
Wisdom’s banquet, where they shared in the Divine Wisdom now Incarnate in Jesus. The Responsorial Psalm (Ps 34), thanks
God for His providential care and His close association with His people, and invites all us to “taste and see the goodness of the
Lord.” In the second reading, Paul advises the Gentile Christians to show their gratitude to God for calling them, along with the
Jews, to Christianity, and for giving them a share in Christ’s life. They will be able to receive this life by avoiding their former
foolish ways, like getting drunk on wine. Instead, they are to be Spirit-filled with their talk edifying, always trying to discern and
do the will of God. In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus asserts that eating the Living Bread, (himself), allows us to participate in
his life and to grow here and now in our eternal life with God. Jesus emphasizes the eternal-life dimensions of eating his Body
and drinking his Blood, that those who have faith in Jesus and do so have already stepped into Heaven in this life, sharing in
God’s own life and therefore in eternal life. Our participation in the Eucharist also concretizes and energizes our relationship with
Christ and with one another. When we share in the Body and Blood of Christ in the Holy Eucharist, Jesus himself comes to dwell
within us. This communion with the Lord makes us one Body, brings us eternal life, and sends us forth to be Christ's Body for
the life of the world. Therefore, friends we need to allow our body to be broken and our blood to be shed for others as Jesus did.
That is why, at the end of the Mass, we are sent out to announce the Gospel of the Lord by our humble service and exemplary
lives, radiating Jesus’ love, mercy, forgiveness and spirit of service all around us. Let us say with Jesus, “This is my body, given
over for you” and “This is my blood, poured out for you, and live out these words by living for others. We need to keep the
hunger and thirst for God alive in our hearts: Every human being is blessed at creation with an insatiable longing for God. We
want God as our Father to hold us gently in His arms, keeping us safe throughout the dangers we face. But often we use
substitutes as an escape from that need: fast living, fast-food, fast cars, needless luxuries, and unrestricted sexual fulfillment.
We demand the right to do whatever we want to do whenever we want. But let us remember the truth that unless we keep the
hunger for God strong in our hearts, we will eventually realize the emptiness of our lives without Him.

Have a blessed week! Fr.Leonard Mukiibi

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PSR ENROLLMENT IS OPEN: PSR Classes will begin on September 11 at 7:00 p.m. The first
class will be a Mandatory Parent and Student meeting. Classrooms_will be assigned that night as well. Any questions, please
contact Barbara Graessle 573-680-2954.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS:
Monday, August 19, No School

Thursday, August 22, Home & School 6:30 p.m.
Monday, September 2, Labor Day, No School P-8

FALL MUM SALES: $12 FOR EACH 9” MUM. Please contact any St. Thomas the Apostle School students if you are
interested in ordering mums or please call the school office, 573-477-3322 by Friday, August 30.

ATTENTION MEN OF THE ST. THOMAS/META AREA: SIGNUM CRUCIS. You are invited to join the Men of Signum
Crucis at our next gathering, which begins at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 21, at Helias Catholic High School. Feel free to
come early to Pray the Rosary at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel. Our topic this month is “Catholicism and the Culture,” presented by
Mark Rehagen. Come to learn how to deal with and lead your families through the shifting culture. As always, enter the school
on the east end of the front Swifts Highway parking lot to sign in. Our Hospitality men will greet you right inside the door and
direct you to the appropriate location. The mission of the Men of Signum Crucis is to provide Fraternity through Study,
Devotion, and Service to sharpen ourselves to meet the many challenges of our day. For more information, contact Jeff
Cassmeyer at 573-690-7546, or visit us at www.menofsignumcrucis.com.

PHC BABY BOTTLE DRIVE SPONSORED BY ST. THOMAS LADIES AUXILIARY:

The ladies will hand out baby bottles the weekend of August 24 and 25. You may bring cash or check made out to

the Pregnancy Help Center to put in the bottles that day or return the bottles to the ladies after Mass on September 7 and 8.
The school and parish offices will also take the donations. Missouri offers Pregnancy Resource Center Tax Credits. Here is how
it works. If you donate at least $100 between January 1 and December 31, you are eligible for a direct tax credit of 70% on your
total donation to PhC for that period. This is in addition to the normal deductions you receive on charitable contributions. Twice a
year, PHC will send you a form to apply for tax credits. Mail it back to PhC, and we submit the documentation to the Department
of Social Services. They will send you a letter with a tax credit number to use when you file your tax return. Tax credit forms
must be received at the state department no later than one year from the contribution date. The process is easy and fast. Your
out-of-pocket expenditure is a fraction of the amount that comes to PhC because of tax credits and your normal charitable
deductions. The full donation benefits women and their babies.

MEN’S NIGHT OF REFLECTION: The history of our Diocese with Msgr. Robert A. Kurwicki, September 4, 7:00-8:00 p.m. (after
XLT) in the St. Joseph Cathedral school cafeteria.

ST. THOMAS 4-H CLUB: Our first meeting for the new year 2024-2025 will be Sunday, August 25 at the KC Hall in St. Thomas
at 11:15 a.m. Any questions please call Loree Libbert at 573-619-7359 or email Loree.Libbert@gmail.com.

14™ ANNUAL NOLAN SCHROEDER MEMORIAL VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT, August 23 & 24, META, MO: Come
support the NSMT Co-ed Sand Volleyball Tournament and the Meta Fire & Rescue, Inc and Auxiliary Pork Steak Dinner.
Volleyball games begin at 6:00 PM, Friday and 8:00 AM Saturday. The pork steak dinner will be served with cheesy potatoes
and baked beans, provided Friday evening (only), starting at 4 PM. Pork burgers and other food & Drink concessions for all,
provided by the Meta Fire & Rescue, Inc and Auxiliary throughout tournament. Proceeds of the volleyball tournament will go
towards assisting the community in the name of Nolan R. Schroeder. Concession proceeds will go to the Meta Fire & Rescue,
Inc and Auxiliary.

14™ ANNUAL NOLAN SCHROEDER MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT SKIN SCREENINGS, August 24, META, MO: As part of
our Melanoma Awareness with the NSMT, free Skin Screenings will be open to everyone, Saturday, August 24, 10 AM - 12 PM
at the NSMT Volleyball Tournament. Screenings are performed by Amanda Peters, FNP-C of the Jefferson City Medical Group
(JCMG). Private, air conditioned screenings for those participating. For more information, contact: Joanne Schroeder, 573-
694-0311
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BACK TO SCHOOL BREAKFAST — BISHOP McAULIFFE COUNCL #12992 is Sunday, August 25, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Cana Hall, serving regular & chocolate chip pancakes, regular & western style scrambled eggs, sausage, fruit cocktail & milk,
orange juice & coffee. $10 for Adults, $5 for children ages 6-11, $30 maximum for immediate family. 50/50 drawing. This
breakfast is to benefit Catholic Charities Food Pantry.

HOLY FAMILY PARISH PICNIC, FREEBURG is Sunday, September 1, chicken & roast beef dinners from 11:30 a.m. to 7:00
p.m. $16.00, carry outs available. Quilt auction 5:00 p.m.

OSAGE CHAPTER DUCKS UNLIMITED 41T ANNUAL BANQUET is Saturday, September 7, at the Loose Creek Community
Center. Smoked prime rib dinner (includes drinks) $250/sponsor (2 tickets, DU pin, recognition. $100/couple - $65/person-

$25 Greenwing (under 18). Doors open at 5:00 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m. Please contact Jeff Mertens (573) 680-2205 for details
and tickets.

ST. ANTHONY OF PAUDA PARISH FALL FESTIVAL, FOLK is Sunday, September 8, serving roast beef & sausage dinners
from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. $16.00 per meal, drive through and carry outs. Shooting match noon, quilt & pie auction 5:00 p.m.

SAVE THE DATES: August 18 — St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Picnic
St. Cecilia Church Directory Sept. 3& 4

September 15 - Meta Citizens Civic League Fall Festival

November 2 — St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Fall Fantasy

SUNDAY, RUGUST 18TH

SERVING CAFETERIA STYLE11AM - 7 PM
CARRY OUTS & DRIVE-THRU AVAILABLE
ADULTS: $15 CHILDREN 12-6: $7 5 & UNDER: FREE
FRIED CHICKEN, ROAST BEEF,
REAL MASHED POTATOES & GRAVY, CORN,
GREEN BEANS, KRAUT, BREAD & PIES

GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS FOR BEEF & GRAVY

NEW THIS YEAR: KIDDIE TRACTOR PULL 3-4:30PM



HELIAS CATHOLIC’S SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE CAMPAIGN. Helias has launched its Spirit of Excellence Campaign to raise
$14 million to build a performing arts center, a baseball/softball complex and an addition to the existing James L. Rackers Field
house including necessary updates to its athletic and strength conditioning facilities. The campaign will run through the end of
August. For more information and to support the campaign, please visit heliascatholic.com/spiritofexcellence or contact Helias+

Catholic President Ron Vossen at rvossen@heliascatholic.com or 573-635-6139.

COMPLETING THE HELIAS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS FOR

EVERY GENERATION OF CRUSADERS

#E) SPIRIT:
: excellence

INSPIRING A COMMUNITY
OF SAINTS AND SCHOLARS

ONWARD Zagetter
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