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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
                                                  
                                                                                                                                                       December 15, 2024 
 
 Pastor:  Fr. Leonard Mukiibi                                          School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer 
 frleonardmukiibi@gmail.com                lheckemeyer@stacs.school 
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315                School: 573-477-3322 Fax: 573-477-3700 
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer                 Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff 
 jheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com                  dlueckenhoffoffice@gmail.com 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Admin. Secretary:   St. Cecilia Bookkeeper: 
Mrs. Theresa Veit                    Mrs. Doris Stumpe 

tveitoffice@gmail.com                    dstumpeoffice@gmail.com 
 

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. or by appointment 
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Wednesdays 5:00 – 6:15 p.m. and  

Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father. 
 
                       Saint Thomas the Apostle 
       Mass Schedule for the Week of December 15-22: 
Tuesday 7:45 a.m.– Herb & Imogene Volmert 

Wed. 7:45 a.m.- For the Dignity of Life & the Unborn 
Thursday 7:45 a.m.- Sam Herigon 
Friday 6:30 a.m. – Jeremy Luebbering 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. – People of our Parishes 
                                       Dave Volmert 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. –Jim Reinkemeyer 
Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m.-Rudolph & Josephine Veit 
Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m. L&D Philip & Alma Boessen Fam. 

Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. -People of our Parishes 
                                     
Your Sunday Offering: 
Offertory Budget for 2024-2025:   $330,000.00 
Offertory Goal through Month End: $165,000.00 
Actual Collection for 2024-2025:   $158,954.20 
Offertory Difference Year to Date:      -$   6,045.80 
Offertory Goal for December:   $  27,500.00 
Collection in Church: 
December 1          $ 5,586.10 
December 8            $ 3,863.10 
December 15        $  
December 22            $  
December 29       $ 
Collection Online:      $ 6,930.50 
December total to date:    $16,379.70 
Difference for December:      
$11,120.30                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Church Renovation Loan Balance 
Loan Balance                                          $23,435.08 
Loan payments to date                         $190,165.00 
(principal) $176,564.92            (interest) $13,600.08 
 
St. Thomas the Apostle Cantors / Organists                  
Dec. 21 Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Judy Schroeder / Jeanette  
Dec. 22 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Doug Luebbering / Jackie 
Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. –Amanda Wooten / Alanna 
Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m. – Choir / Jackie 
Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. -Lisa Wieberg / Jackie 
Dec. 28 Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Mary Kay Brand / Jeanette 
Dec. 29 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Josh Luebbering / Jackie                                                                                                                          
St. Thomas the Apostle Readers    
Dec. 21 Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Kara Holterman 
Dec. 22 Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Jennifer Schroeder 
Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. – Kathy Graessle 
Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m. – David Schroeder  
Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. – Daffiny Tallent 
Dec. 28 Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Dale Herigon 
Dec. 29 Sunday – 10:00 a.m. – Jean Kliethermes 
 
 
 

                                 Saint Cecilia  
       Mass Schedule for the Week of December 15-22  
 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. –L&D Brune Family 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Anna Otto  
Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m.- Larry Stumpe 
 
Christmas Day 8:00 a.m. - Ben & Jason Hake                                     
 
Your Sunday Offering:  
Offertory Budget for 2024-2025:  $70,000.00 
Collection Total for 2024-2025:   $27,562.25 
Offertory Goal per month:     $  5,833.33 
 
 
Collection in Church:  
December 1       $ 494.00 
December 8       $1,103.00  
December 15       $  
December 22       $     
December 29       $ 
December total to date:       $1,597.00 
Difference for December:        -$4,236.33 
  
St. Cecilia Collection Counters 
December: Terry & Pam Libbert 
January:  Dominic & Mary Plassmeyer 
 

 PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR 
 LAST WILL & TESTAMENT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Roman Catholic Parishes of 
           St. Thomas the Apostle                          St. Cecilia 

       in St. Thomas                                in Meta 

 

St. Cecilia Readers 
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. –Doris Stumpe 
Sunday, Dec. 22- 8:00 a.m.- Doris Stumpe 
Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m. – Betty Hagenhoff 
Christmas Day 8:00 a.m. – Dominic Plassmeyer 
Sunday, Dec. 29 - 8:00 a.m.- Dorothy Rehagen 
 
St. Cecilia Organist 
Sunday, December 22 8:00 a.m. – Lydia 
Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m.- Choir 
Christmas Day 8:00 a.m. - Lydia 
Sunday, December 29 8:00 a.m. –Emilie  
 

IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO FULFILL YOUR 
LITURGICAL ASSIGNMENT, PLEASE 
FIND A REPLACEMENT.  YOUR 
FELLOW PARISHIONERS THANK YOU!  
 
 
 
 

mailto:tveitoffice@gmail.com


 
St. Thomas the Apostle Greeters/Ushers   
Dec. 21 Saturday 5:00 p.m. –Al Carter & Eric Strope 
Dec. 22 Sunday 10:00 a.m. –Eric Boessen & Art Groner  
Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. – Gilbert Schellman & Alan Reinkemeyer 
Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m. –Mark Boessen & Keith Kliethermes 
Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. – Jim Lueckenhoff & Larry Lueckenhoff 
Dec. 28 Saturday 5:00 p.m.- Adam Holterman & Eric Strope 
Dec. 29 Sunday 10:00 a.m.–Larry Lueckenhoff & Doug Stockman 

Collection baskets choir loft by organ, please return after use. 
St. Thomas the Apostle Eucharistic Ministers  
Dec. 21 Saturday 5:00 p.m.- Mark & Barb Graessle,  
                                                      Lora Boessen 
Dec. 22 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Keith Kliethermes,  
                                        Richard & Jan Heckemeyer 
Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. –Lynne Reinkemeyer, Mark & Barb  
                                                               Graessle 
Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m.-Marshall Boessen, Lora Boessen, 
                                                          Keith Kliethermes 

Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. – Janet Lueckenhoff,  
                                          Richard & Jan Heckemeyer 
Dec. 28 Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Marshall Boessen, 
                                  Brenda Wansing, Marian Buschjost 
Dec. 29 Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Janet Lueckenhoff,  
                             Lynne Reinkemeyer, Glenn Prenger 
 
St. Thomas the Apostle Servers  
Weekday: Zeke Verslues & Evelyn Wooten  
Dec. 21 Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Carmen Luebbering, JD Volmert 
                                              Emerald Fennewald, Gannon Reeves   
Dec. 22 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Zeke & Max Verslues, 
                                        Aliyah Buechter & Angelina Veltrop- 
Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m.-Ava Buschjost & Evelyn Wooten, 
                                              Isabella & Oliver Luebbering 
Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m.- Zeke & Max Verslues 
Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. – Francie, Hannah & Levi Tallent 
Dec. 28 Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Ava Buschjost, Evelyn Wooten, 
                                                             Miranda Meyer 
Dec. 29 Sunday 10:00 a.m. – Will & Victoria Wieberg,  
                                             Cadyn Libbert, Stella Volmert 
 
St. Thomas the Apostle Offertory Gifts                                              
Dec. 21 Saturday 5:00 p.m. – Family of Dave Volmert 
Dec. 22 Sunday 10:00 a.m.– Family of Jim Reinkemeyer 
Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. – Family of Rudolph & Josephine Veit 
Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m. – Family of Philip & Alma Boessen 
Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. – Ushers 
 
St. Thomas the Apostle Collection Counters 
Dec. 22 – Dunja Wieberg & Jennifer Schroeder 
Dec. 29 - Rosalyn Wieberg & Donna Schellman 
Jan. 5 - Keith & Jean Kliethermes 
Jan. 12 - Sonya Henson & Millie Wieberg 
 
 
 

 
St. Cecilia Eucharistic Ministers 
Dec. 22 Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Jennifer Even, 
                              Doris Stumpe, Betty Hagenhoff  
Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m. – Doris Stumpe, Brenda Wansing,   
                                                       Jennifer Even 
Christmas Day 8:00 a.m. – Dominic & Mary Plassmeyer, 
                                                       Pam Libbert 
Dec. 29 Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Jennifer Even, Doris Stumpe, 
                                                       Betty Hagenhoff 
 
St. Cecilia Greeters/Ushers                                        
Dec. 22 Sunday 8:00 a.m.- Leonard Schulte, Randy Hagenhoff 
                                            Brendan Stumpe, Mitch Stumpe 
Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m. -Randy Hagenhoff & Mitch Stumpe 
Christmas Day 8:00 a.m. – Leonard Schulte  
Dec. 29 Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Brendan Stumpe, Leonard Schulte 
                                               Mitch Stumpe, Randy Hagenhoff 
 
 

St. Cecilia Servers   
Dec. 22 Sunday 8:00 a.m. –Gavin Werdehausen &  
                                                Natalee Derkum 
Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m.-Tucker Schroeder,  
               Gavin Werdehausen, Bradyn & Kambrie Stegeman 
Christmas Day 8:00 a.m.- Skyla, Tucker & Jesse Schroeder 
Dec. 29 Sunday 8:00 a.m. – Sarah, & Elizabeth Backes 
                                                      Tucker Schroeder 
 
 
St. Cecilia Offertory Gifts 
Dec. 22 Sunday 8:00 a.m.– Family of Anna Otto 
Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m. – Family of Larry Stumpe 
Christmas Day 8:00 a.m. – Family of Ben & Jason Hake                                  
                                                                                                           
Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia                                                                                             
Wednesday 6:05 p.m.–Dorothy Rehagen   
                                    Glorious Mysteries  
Dec. 22 Sunday 7:35 a.m. – Cathy Borgmeyer 
                                              Joyful Mysteries 
Dec. 29 Sunday 7:35 a.m. – Mary Plassmeyer 
                                              Joyful Mysteries 
 
VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a 
votive candle in church is $3.00.  
 
MASS STIPENDS: $10.00  
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION:  Please call the rectory to 
schedule a meeting and date for Baptism. 

 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least 
six months prior to the desired date.

Live stream Mass (10:00 a.m.) Sunday 
Dec. 15   Brooke Schell 
Dec. 22   Jenny Schellman 
Dec. 29    Dunja Wieberg 
Jan. 5    Lauri Luebbering 
Jan. 12   Jenny Becker 
Jan. 19   Karlie Reinkemeyer 

 
Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas  
Tuesday, 7:25 a.m. - Bob Schellman – Joyful Mysteries 
Wednesday 7:25 a.m. – Shirley Volmert– Glorious Mysteries 
Thursday 7:25 a.m. – Dale Herigon – Luminous Mysteries 
Friday 6:05 a.m. – Jim Lueckenhoff – Sorrowful Mysteries 
Saturday 4:35 p.m. – Barb Graessle– Joyful Mysteries       
Sunday 9:35 a.m. – Tina Stockman– Joyful Mysteries
 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church Cleaners  
December 15:    Brooke Schell, Tina Stockman, Gina Luebbering, Karen Luebbering 
December 22:     Alan Libbert, Nancy Libbert, Darrel Buechter, Jan Heckemeyer 
December 29:   Janet Lueckenhoff, Jim Lueckenhoff, Charlene Buschjost, Randy Buschjost 
January 5:    Lynne Reinkemeyer, Linda Boessen, Lauri Luebbering, Lindsay Luebbering 
January 12:    Sonya Henson, Susan Buechter, Brenda Schell, Barb Graessle 
 
SNACKS FOR QUILTERS:   Quilter’s luncheon may be dropped off Wednesday night 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. (Evening quilting) 
or St. Thomas the Apostle School.  Please bring snacks to the hall by 1:00 p.m.; snacks served at 3:00 p.m.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Emily Luebbering at 573-477-3459 or Kathy Strope at 573-477-3349.     
Thursday, Dec. 19 – Marsha Strope & Karen Struemph 
 
SCRIP:  Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program.  Please contact 
Amanda Wooten 573-694-1735 or amandab27@hotmail.com   Please remember  
 
PARISH BULLETINS: If you are needing a bulletin and Church is locked at St. Thomas the Apostle, there are some on the 
Vitae House front porch.  

mailto:amandab27@hotmail.com


 

 

CHRISTMAS ASSESSMENT FOR THE SEMINARIAN FORMATION AND INFIRM PRIEST FUND:   
St. Cecilia Parish:  $994.00, St. Thomas the Apostle Parish:  $3,623.00. 
The Diocese of Jefferson City is conducting a Christmas Special Collection for the benefit of the education of our seminarians 
and for our infirm priests.  The envelope for this collection can be found in your monthly envelopes “Seminarians & Infirm 
Priests”  or can be found inserted in the December 6 edition of the Catholic Missourian.  You can use either envelope as they 
are for the same collection.  Please make your check payable to St. Thomas the Apostle or St. Cecilia Parish and place your 
envelope in the collection basket during Mass.  Thank you for your generosity.  
 
CATHOLIC STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL:   It's not too late!  As we continue our journey of faith and service, we kindly remind 
you to submit your Catholic Stewardship Renewal Packets.  We would like to receive them soon as possible so we can compile 
our ministry lists.  So far we have received about 25% of the packets, and each one brings us closer to our goal of full 
participation.  Together, we are called to be faithful stewards of God's gifts. Each of us has something beautiful to offer, and your 
response makes a difference.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration and for being a vital part of this mission.  God Bless. 
 
CHRISTMAS CHOIR PRACTICE: There will be practice for 10:00 p.m. Christmas Mass on Tuesday, December 17, 7:30 p.m. in 
Church. All are welcome to join the choir.   
 
CANDELIGHT MASS is Friday, December 20, 6:30 a.m. St. Thomas the Apostle Church.  There will be no 7:45 a.m. Mass.   
 
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE: 
Mass will be celebrated on Christmas Eve – Tuesday, December 24, 5:00 & 10:00 p.m. St. Thomas the Apostle 
                                           Christmas Eve – Tuesday, December 24, 7:00 p.m. St. Cecilia  
Christmas Day- Wednesday, December 25, 8:00 a.m. St. Cecilia 
Christmas Day – Wednesday, December 25, 10:00 a.m. St. Thomas the Apostle 
 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD MASS SCHEDULE:  Tuesday, December 31, 5:00 p.m.  
                                                                   Wednesday, January 1 8:00 a.m. St. Cecilia, 10:00 a.m. St. Thomas the Apostle  
 
BISHOP MCKNIGHT DECEMBER PRAYER INTENTION:  For hope to find a home in our hearts as we embrace the joy of 
Christ’s birth. Amid the jubilation, may we also find time in prayer to experience the calm and peace of God’s presence in our 
lives., we pray to the Lord.   
 
PASTORS MEDITATION:  3rd Sunday of Advent year C. REJOICE, YOUR KINDNESS SHOULD BE KNOWN TO ALL. 
(Zep. 3:14-18a; Phil. 4:4-7; Lk. 3:10-18)   Today is called “Gaudete” Sunday because today’s Mass begins with the 
opening antiphon, “Rejoice in the Lord always” (“Gaudete in Domino semper” ). Today we light the rose-colored candle of the 
Advent wreath, and the priest may wear rose-colored vestments, to express our communal joy in the coming of Jesus as our 
Savior.  We rejoice because a) we are celebrating the day of Christ’s birth, b) we recognize Jesus’ daily presence in our midst, 
and c) we wait for Christ’s return in glory. The readings today command us to “Rejoice!” We are to do so mainly by realizing 
the presence of Jesus in our midst, by receiving Jesus into our lives through our repentance, by our renewal of life, and by our 
faithful doing of God’s will.  In today’s first reading, prophet Zephaniah encourages Jerusalem and Israel to shout out for the joy 
of their expected deliverance by the Lord. In Responsorial Psalm (Is 12:6), prophet Isaiah gives the same instruction, “Shout 
with exultation, O city of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” St. Paul echoes this message of joy 
in the second reading, a letter written from imprisonment: “Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again, rejoice…” In 
the Gospel today, John the Baptist explains the secret of Christian joy as our wholehearted commitment to God’s Way by the 
doing of His will. John challenges people to generosity and a sense of fairness so that others may have reason to rejoice. 
According to John, happiness comes from doing our duties faithfully, doing good for others, and sharing our blessings with 
others in need. John’s call to repentance is a call to joy and restoration. Repentance means a change in the purpose and 
direction of our lives. John tells the people to act with justice, charity, and honesty, letting their lives reflect their 
transformation. For us, that transformation occurs when Christ enters our lives, and we begin to live those lives in the ways 
Jesus teaches and John suggests.  So, friends, we are all called to a change of life. First, we should examine our relationships 
with others. We need to mend ruptures, ease or relieve frictions, face family responsibilities, work honestly, and treat employees 
and employers justly. Our domestic and social lives must be put in order. We must abandon our selfish thirst for consumption 
and, instead, be filled with the expectation of Jesus’ coming.  We need to remember that, like John the Baptist, we are Christ’s 
precursors. Parents, teachers, and public servants act as Christ’s precursors by repenting of their sins, reforming their lives, and 
bringing Christ into the lives of those entrusted to their care. Parents, you are expected to instill in your children a true Christian 
spirit and an appreciation for Christian values by your own lives and behavior. All public servants, you need to remember 
that you are God’s instruments and that you are to lead the people you serve to the feet of Jesus, so that they, too, may know 
him personally and accept him as their Savior, Lord and Brother.  Have a blessed week!  Fr. Leonard Mukiibi 
 
ST. CECILIA & ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHRISTMAS FLOWERS:  If you want to remember your loved ones during the 
Christmas season, you may make a monetary donation with their names (CLEARLY PRINTED) in an envelope marked “ST. 
CECILIA FLOWER DONATION OR ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE FLOWER DONATION.” Please place flower donations in 
the collection basket or mail to the Parish Ottice between now December 22.  The names will be published in the December 
29 bulletin.   
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS:  Tuesday, Dec. 17, Advent Program 6:30 p.m. Dress rehearsal 10:00 a.m. 
Friday, Dec. 20 – Early Release 12:50 car riders, 1:00 p.m. bus riders, NO EDP  

Christmas Break – December 23-January 5, school resumes January 6.  
 
SEND SOME CHRISTMAS JOY: In your charity, please remember our parishioners who are residing in a nursing home or 
homebound with a Christmas card of note.  
Rose Libbert, 1371 Highway B, Meta, MO  65058  
Patricia Loethen, Jefferson Manor, 1720 Vieth Dr., Jefferson City, MO  65109 
Marie Lueckenotto, Auburn Ridge, 1425 Ashbury Way, Unit 205, Jefferson City, MO  65101 
Hermina Strope, Summitt Villa, 229 Karen Dr., Holts Summit MO  65043 
Martha Strope, 14708 Rt. B, St. Thomas, MO  65076 
 
RECOGNIZING OUR COLLEGE GRADUATES IN THE BULLETIN:  If you are a college or technical school graduate this 
semester, please let us know by emailing or calling the school office at 573-477-3322 or the Parish Office on Tuesday morning 
or Wednesday from 8:30 – 4:30 by December 22.  The names will be published in the December 29 bulletin.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
MEN OF ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE & ST. CECILIA PARISHES:   You are invited to join the Men of Signum Crucis at our 
next gathering, which begins at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 18, at Helias Catholic High School in Jefferson City. Our 
presenter this month is Father Dylan Schrader of St. Joseph Church, Westphalia. Just in time for Christmas, his topic is “The 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit.” Feel free to come early to pray the Rosary at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel. We hope you can come every or 
any third Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. to deepen your knowledge of and devotion to our faith. 
As always, enter the school on the east end of the front Swifts Highway parking lot. Our Hospitality men will greet you right 
inside the door and direct you to the appropriate location. The mission of the Men of Signum Crucis is to provide Fraternity 
through Catholic Study, Devotion, and Service, in order to sharpen ourselves to meet the many challenges of our day. For more 
information, contact Jeff Cassmeyer at 573-690-7546, or visit us at www.menofsignumcrucis.com   
 
CITY OF ST. THOMAS COUNCIL ELECTIONS:  Notice for any applicants interested in running for a two-year term City 
Council/Board position on the April 8, 2025, election.  If you interested in running for a two-year term City of St. Thomas position, 
please email saintthomascity@gmail.com.  You must reside within the City Limits of St. Thomas to hold a Council 
position.  Must apply by December 30, 2024. 
 
SAVE THE DATES:    
Hometown Holiday Market is Sunday, December 15, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. St. Thomas Parish Center 
St. Thomas the Apostle School Advent Program, December 17, 6:30 p.m. Dress rehearsal 10:00 a.m.  
St. Thomas Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast – January 19, 2025 KC hall 
Totus Tuus will be at St. Stanislaus the week of June 22 – 27, 2025 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HELIAS CATHOLIC’S SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE CAMPAIGN.  Helias has launched its Spirit of Excellence Campaign to 
raise $14 million to build a performing arts center, a baseball/softball complex and an addition to the existing James L. 
Rackers Field house including necessary updates to its athletic and strength conditioning facilities.  The campaign will run 
through the end of August.  For more information and to support the campaign, please visit 
heliascatholic.com/spiritofexcellence or contact Helias+ Catholic President Ron Vossen at rvossen@heliascatholic.com or 
573-635-6139.   
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