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St. Thomas the Apostle
in St. Thomas

www.stthomasapostle.net
www.stthomasapostleschool.net

St. Cecilia
in Meta

www.stceciliameta.net

PO Box 146

St. Thomas, MO 65076

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FEBRUARY 20, 2022

Administrator: Fr. Leonard Mukiibi
frleonardmukiibi@gmail.com
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315

St. Thomas the Apostle Bookkeeper:
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer
jheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com

)
)
)
¢
%
¢
),

St. Thomas the Apostle Admin. Secretary:
Mrs. Theresa Veit
tveitoffice@gmail.com

School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer
Iheckemeyer@stacs.school
School: 573-477-3322 Fax: 573-477-3700

St. Thomas the Apostle Secretary:
Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff
dlueckenhoffoffice@gmail.com

St. Cecilia Bookkeeper:
Mrs. Doris Stumpe
dstumpeoffice@gmail.com

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.;
School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 — 5:00 p.m. or by appointment
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Wednesdays 5:00 — 6:15 p.m. and
Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father.

Saint Thomas the Apostle
Mass Schedule for the Week of Feb. 20-27:
Tuesday 7:45 a.m. — Sylvanus Hoecker
Wednesday 7:45 a.m. — Joe & Teresa Kaiser
Thursday 7:45 a.m. — David A. Boessen
Friday 7:45 a.m. — Herb & Imogene Volmert
Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Gregory Veit
Sunday 10:00 a.m. — People of our Parishes
Harry Lueckenhoff

Your Sunday Offering:

Offertory Budget for 2021-2022: $305,000.00
Offertory Goal through Month End:  $203,336.00
Actual Collection for 2021-2022: $182,380.50
Offertory Difference Year to Date: —$ 20,955.50

Offertory Goal per month: $ 25,417.00
Collection in Church:

February 6 $ 4,805.00
February 13 $ 2,920.00
February 20 $

February 27 $

Collection Online: $ 5,399.50
February total to date: $13,124.50
Difference for February: -$12,292.50

Church Renovation Capital Campaign

Total Pledges/Donations $475,043.04
Total Collected $392,407.08
Total Expenses Paid $648,402.74

A total of 125 parishioners have returned pledge cards/or
Contributed to the renovation project.

St. Thomas the Apostle Cantors / Organists

Feb. 26 Saturday 5:00 p.m.- Jean Kliethermes / Jeanette
Feb. 27 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Doug Luebbering / Jackie
Ash Wednesday 5:00 p.m. — Mary Kay Brand / Jackie
Mar. 5 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Kelsey Kliethermes / Jackie
Mar. 6 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Luke Schroeder / Jackie

St. Thomas the Apostle Readers

Feb. 26 Saturday 5:00 p.m.- Dave Schroeder
Feb. 27 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Jim Lueckenhoff
Ash Wednesday 5:00 pm. — Kathy Graessle
Mar. 5 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Mary Kay Brand
Mar. 6 Sunday 10:00 a.m. —Alan Reinkemeyer

Saint Cecilia
Mass Schedule for the Week of Feb. 20-27:

Wednesday 6:30 p.m. — Martina Goeller

Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Fred Reinkemeyer

Your Sunday Offering:

Offertory Budget for 2021-2022: $62,000.00
Collection Total for 2021-2022: $38,401.96
Offertory Goal per month: $ 5,166.67
Collection in Church:

February 6 $1,055.00
February 13 $1,020.00
February 20 $

February 27 $

February total to date: $2,075.00
Difference for February: -$3,091.67

St. Cecilia Collection Counters

February — Dale & Margie Helton

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR
LAST WILL & TESTAMENT

St. Cecilia Readers

Wednesday 6:30 p.m.-

Feb. 27 8:00 a.m. -Doris Stumpe

Ash Wednesday 7:00 p.m. — Betty Hagenhoff
March 5 8:00 a.m.- Jennifer Even

IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO FULFILL YOUR
LITURGICAL ASSIGNMENT, PLEASE FIND A
REPLACEMENT. YOUR FELLOW
PARISHIONERS THANK YOU!
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St. Thomas the Apostle Greeters/Ushers

Feb. 26 Saturday 5:00 p.m.- Gilbert Schellman & Richard Schellman
Feb. 27 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Mike Buschjost & Tom Backes

Ash Wednesday 5:00 p.m. — Ryan Buschjost & Mike Buschjost
Mar. 5 Saturday 5:00 p.m.- Eric Strope & Dave Luebbering

Mar. 6 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Simon Strope & Richard Heckemeyer

St. Thomas the Apostle Eucharistic Ministers
Feb. 26 Saturday 5:00 p.m.- Barb Graessle

Feb. 27 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Lynne Reinkemeyer
Ash Wednesday 5:00 p.m. — Glenn Prenger
Mar. 5 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Brenda Wansing
Mar. 6 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Bill Luebbering

St. Thomas the Apostle Servers

Feb. 26 Saturday 5:00 p.m.-

Feb. 27 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Francie & Hannah Tallent,
Miranda Meyer

Ash Wednesday 5:00 p.m. — Fayeth Prenger &

Klint Luebbering

March 5 Saturday 5:00 p.m.-

March 6 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Valerie & Zeke Verslues,
Victoria Wieberg

St. Thomas the Apostle Offertory Gifts

Feb. 26 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Gilbert & Betty Schellman
Feb. 27 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Bill & Betty Jo Luebbering
Ash Wednesday 5:00 p.m. — Keith & Jean Kliethermes
Mar. 5 Saturday, 5:00 p.m. -Mark & Barb Graessle

Mar. 6 Sunday 10:00 a.m.- Alan & Lynne Reinkemeyer

St. Thomas the Apostle Collection Counters
Feb. 27 — Dunja Wieberg & Jennifer Schroeder
Mar. 6 — Rosalyn Wieberg & Donna Schellman
Mar. 13 - Paul Becker & Shara Buechter

Mar. 20- Keith & Jean Kliethermes

Mar. 27 — Sonya Henson & Millie Wieberg

Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas
Tuesday, 7:20 a.m.— Bob Schellman — Sorrowful Mysteries
Wednesday, 7:20 a.m.— Pat Loethen— Glorious Mysteries

Thursday 7:20 a.m. —Gilbert & Hermina — Luminous Mysteries

Friday 7:20 a.m. — Bob Schellman — Sorrowful Mysteries
Saturday 4:35 p.m. — Dale Herigon — Sorrowful Mysteries
Sunday 9:35 a.m. — Tina Stockman — Sorrowful Mysteries

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH CLEANERS

St. Cecilia Eucharistic Ministers

Feb. 27 Sunday 8:00 a.m.- Dorothy Rehagen
Ash Wednesday 7:00 p.m. — Jennifer Even
March 5 Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Pam Libbert

St. Cecilia Greeters/Ushers

Feb. 27 Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Harold Libbert & Anton Libbert
Ash Wednesday 7:00 p.m. — Darin Even & Larry Lueckenotto
March 5 Sunday 8 8:00 a.m. —Terry Libbert & Tony Derkum

St. Cecilia Servers

Feb. 27 Sunday 8:00 a.m. —
Ash Wednesday 7:00 p.m. -
March 6 Sunday 8:00 a.m.-

Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia

Wednesday 6:05 p.m.— Dorothy Rehagen — Glorious Mysteries
Feb. 27 Sunday 7:35 a.m.- Margaret Brune—Sorrowful Mysteries
Ash Wednesday 7:00 p.m. — Cathy Borgmeyer — Sorrowful
Mysteries

Mar. 5 Sunday 7:35 a.m.—Mary Plassmeyer—Luminous
Mysteries

VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a
votive candle in church is $2.50.

MASS STIPENDS: $10.00

BAPTISM PREPARATION: Please call the rectory to
schedule a meeting and date for Baptism.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least
six months prior to the desired date.

February 27: Sonya Henson, Susan Buechter, Jackie Prenger, Amy Buechter

March 6: Janet Lueckenhoff, Jim Lueckenhoff, Charlene Buschjost, Randy Buschjost
March 13: Alan Libbert, Nancy Libbert, Darrel Buechter, Jan Heckemeyer

March 20: Brooke Schell, Tina Stockman, Gina Luebbering, Karen Luebbering
March 27: Lynne Reinkemeyer, Linda Boessen, Lauri Luebbering, Lisa Lackman

Monthly Vitae House Cleaning: Cindy Buschjost

Thanks to all who volunteer to help keep our Church looking beautiful! Thanks for our new cleaning volunteers (Church & Vitae
House): Cindy Buschjost, Brooke Schell, Tina Stockman, Gina Luebbering, Jan Heckemeyer & Karen Luebbering.

SNACKS FOR QUILTERS: Quilter’s luncheon may be dropped off Wednesday night 7:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m. (Evening quilting)

or St. Thomas the Apostle School.
Thurs. Feb. 24 — Kerry Meyer & Tiffanie Meyer

Thurs. March 3 — Sara Otto & Katelyn Otto

Please bring snack to hall by 1:00 p.m.; snack served at 3:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please contact Emily Luebbering

at 573-477-3459 or Kathy Strope at 573-477-3349.

SCRIP: Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program. Please contact

Amanda Wooten 573-694-1735 or amandab_27@hotmail.com

BULLETIN NOTICES: Deadline for bulletin is Wednesday at noon.

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES, MARCH 2: 7:45 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. St. Thomas the Apostle, 7:00 p.m. St. Cecilia.

LENTEN REGULATIONS: As another Lenten journey of conversion begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022, and ends with
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, April 14, 2022, the Catholic Church calls all Catholics to a deeper spirit of
penance, fasting, almsgiving and prayer, “which express conversion in relation to oneself, to God, and to others” (Catechism of

the Catholic Church, nos. 1434 and 1969).

To foster a greater spirit of penance, reparation for sin, to encourage self-denial, which guide us more closely in the footsteps of
Christ, the Church reminds us of the following obligations of fast and abstinence during Lent and also admonishes us all to

deeper prayer and worship.

Abstinence: All who have celebrated their 14th birthday are bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, all Fridays of Lent

and Good Friday.
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Fasting: Everyone, from the celebration of their 18th birthday to their 59th birthday, is bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday. Fasting means eating only one full meal each day. Two other partial meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be
taken; but together they should not equal another full meal. Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids are allowed.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be prayed following the 7:45 a.m. Mass on Thursday’s (beginning March 3) & 6:30 p.m. on
Friday’s (beginning March 4) at St. Thomas the Apostle and 6:00 p.m. (before Mass) on Wednesdays at St. Cecilia beginning
March 9.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 2022 VIRTUAL WINTER FANTASY:; The net profit from the Winter Virtual Fantasy event

was $21,770.60. All proceeds will be used to help support ongoing operations and projects within our parish. The Winter
Fantasy Committee would like to thank the parishioners and business partners for their tremendous support in making this event
a success!

ST. CECILIA OFFERTORY PARTICIPATION: The St. Cecilia Parish Council would love to get families more involved in
participating in Masses. If family members are interested in bringing up the offertory when they turn in Mass intentions, please
write a note or leave a message when you turn in your Mass intention request. Any other families who wish to bring up offertory
may also let Doris Stumpe know and it will be included in the bulletin.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISHIONERS: It is once again time to offer our time and talents to God and to our parish.
Green sheets are available in the entrances of St. Thomas the Apostle Church. These can be completed and put into the
collection basket at church or returned to the parish office. This year it can also be completed online on the St. Thomas the
Apostle website. Go to the Home Page under Support the Parish and fill out the online Time and Talent Form. Please mark
ministries you would like to continue doing as well as any new ministries. If possible complete the form so they can be used
starting February 19 when Masses resume in St. Thomas the Apostle Church. Thank you!

BISHOP MCKNIGHT’S FEBRUARY PRAYER INTENTION: For those who are ill, depressed, or forgotten in society; may the
charity and mercy of the local parish community manifest the healing presence of God and counter the culture of indifference.

CATHOLIC STEWARDSHOP APPEAL: The CSA goal for St. Cecilia Parish is $2,550. So far $1,690 has been collected.
The CSA goal for St. Thomas the Apostle Parish is $10,200. So far $5,565 has been collected.

PASTORS MEDITATION: 7" Sunday in ordinary time year C: “DO TO OTHERS AS YOU WOULD HAVE THEM DO TO
YOU.” THE GOLDEN RULE. (I Sam. 26 2:7-9, 12-13, 22-23; 1Cor. 15:45-49; Lk. 6:27-38) | would like to appreciate each one
of you for your prayers and support you offered me as | took my trip home and back, | had a nice trip and | brought back cordial
greetings from home, my mom, siblings, nieces and nephews. They love you so much and miss you. Thanks for everything.
Today’s Scripture readings challenge us to make three types of correct choices in life. First, we are advised to choose love in the
“golden rule” instead of selfishness and insensitivity to the feelings and needs of others. Second, we need to choose
unconditional, agape love instead of jealousy and hatred in our relationships with others. Third, we must choose graceful
forgiveness instead of harboring revenge and planning retaliation. The first reading shows us how David made the right choice,
respecting God’s anointed king by forgiving his offenses, while Saul continued to make the wrong choices, perpetuating his own
misery in seeking his revenge. In the Responsorial Psalm (Ps 103) the Psalmist reminds us of the mercy of God and His
compassion which we should practice in our choices. In the second reading, St. Paul tells us how the “First Adam” made a
wrong choice of disobedience, bringing death into the world, whereas Jesus, the “Second Adam,” made the right choice of
fulfilling his Father's saving plan for mankind by accepting acute suffering and heinous death. Today’s gospel gives us
Jesus’ revolutionary moral teaching about correct choices in our human relationships, based on the necessity of our following
the “Golden Rule” and our obligation to behave like the children of a loving, forgiving, merciful and compassionate Heavenly
Father. Our relationships in our communities become truly Christian when we follow the Golden Rule, “Do to others as you
would have them do to you.” Jesus amplifies the golden rule by giving additional commands for us to follow as God’s children,
by explaining Christian love: “Love your enemies...Do good to those who hate you; bless those who curse you and pray for
those who maltreat you.” Jesus orders us to love our enemies and to be merciful and compassionate to everyone as God our
Father is loving, merciful and compassionate. He concludes by instructing us to stop judging others and start forgiving all who
offend us. Dear friends, we need to practice the Golden Rule: The Golden Rule asks us to do to others what we would like them
do to us. By loving others and expressing that love by loving words and deeds, we will start receiving the same love from others
in higher intensity. If we want others to forgive our offenses, our words of criticism and our thoughtless judgments against them,
then we should start forgiving their offenses against us and start appreciating their good qualities while encouraging them and
supporting them in their needs. We need to pray for the strength to forgive. At every Mass we pray the “Our Father”, asking God
to forgive us as we forgive others. Our challenge is to overcome our natural inclination to hate family members, co-workers,
neighbors and all who offend us. To meet that challenge, we need to ask God for the strength to forgive each other. We must
forgive, because only forgiveness truly heals us. If we remember how God has forgiven us, it will help us forgive others. Let us
start forgiving right now by curbing the sharp tongue of criticism, suppressing the revenge instinct and bearing patiently the
irritating behavior of a neighbor. Have a blessed week! Fr. Leonard Mukiibi

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE & ST. CECILIA PARISHIONERS VIRTUS TRAINING: If you serve as a Volunteer for the parish
in any capacity (for example, Fund Raising Events - Picnic/Ham Breakfast, or as a Liturgical Lay Minister - lector/communion
minister/usher/organist...) you should complete the VIRTUS Training per Diocesan Policy. You can complete the training on-line
by going to stthomasapostle.net and Clicking on SAFE ENVIRONMENT FIRST-TIME REGISTRANT for instructions, OR you
can attend ONE of the following VIRTUS training sessions on Thursday, February 24 from 8:30 AM-10:30AM or Monday,
February 28 from 6:30 PM-8:30 PM in the school library. This is a ONE-TIME training. St. Cecilia Parish members are also
invited to attend. Light refreshments will be served. Please contact Jan Heckemeyer or Theresa Veit during Parish Office
hours to sign up. If you have questions regarding this, please talk to Fr. Leonard.

Studies show that one in four females, and one in six males, will be a victim of sexual abuse by the time they reach the age of
18. You can help prevent this from happening. The Diocese of Jefferson City will hold a VIRTUS® Protecting God’s Children
class on Thursday, February 24, 2022, at 8:30 a.m. at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish and again on Monday February 28, 2022,
at 6:30 p.m. Participants must register in advance at www.virtus.org. Please arrive early so that the class may begin on
time. Due to the nature of the subject, children are discouraged from attending.

PRAYER HOUR WITH MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTION is Tuesday, February 22, 7:00 p.m. St. Thomas the
Apostle Church.

ST. CECILIA HOLY HOUR is Friday, February 25 at 7:00 p.m.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS! UPCOMING EVENTS! Monday, February 21- President’s Day, No School P-8
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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH HAM BREAKFAST NOTES: The Country Store has experienced a decrease in help
over the past few years, impacting the baking of pies, cinnamon rolls, and sweet breads, on Friday and Saturday before the
Breakfast. This year, Country Store workers will only be baking homemade pies. Anyone who could help with baking pies on
Saturday morning, please contact Roseanne Boessen (573-477-0168). Any help would be greatly appreciated. Additionally,
please consider baking cinnamon rolls, sweet breads, and other homemade goodies for the Country Store, at home, and drop
off at the Country Store area on Saturday afternoon or Sunday morning. Thank you for your support and donations!

ST. THOMAS CEMETERY DUES: Dues are $10.00 per year per family and $5.00 per year for single persons. Also, anyone
after their 21t birthday must pay their own dues of $5.00. Members who are 80+ years old and who have been members for at
least 15 years will be exempt from paying further dues. Please note: Anyone falling in areas over 5 years must pay $100.00 to
rejoin plus current dues. Please put payment in the collection basket at St. Cecilia Church marked “St. Thomas Cemetery Dues
or mail to St. Thomas Cemetery Association, c/o Lisa Lackman, 2222 Upper Bottom Rd., St. Thomas, MO 65076. You may
contact Lisa if you have any questions about your current or past dues at 573-338-2703.

THE WILLIAM H. SIMON SCHOLARSHIP & JOHN WARACK SCHOLARSHIP awards scholarships to Catholic students in the
Jefferson City Diocese who are in financial need for attending an accredited college of the student’s choice. The John Warack
Scholarship is specifically for a student attending the University of Missouri-Columbia. For more information or to complete the
application at www.diojeffcity.org/scholarships. Students from St. Thomas have been awarded this scholarship in the past.
Applications must be returned to the Chancery by March 31, 2022.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NOTES: If any Knights members are interested in a t-shirt or sweatshirt, please check out
KnightsGear.com and send your item, color, and size to jeff.cassmeyer@gmail.com before February 28. If any Knights member
would like to receive the newsletter via email, send the request to jeff.cassmeyer@gmail.com

ARGYLE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS (VFW) POST 8045 ANNUAL BREAKFAST “DRIVE THRU ONLY?” is Sunday,
February 20, serving from 7:30 - 11:30 am or until we run out, at the Post Home in Argyle, meal $10

ARGYLE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS DRIVE THRU FISH FRY is Friday, February 25, at the K of C Hall in Argyle, serving Swai
fillets, Au Gratin potatoes, baked beans and slaw from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. $11.00 per meal.

K OF C COUNCIL #2027 FISH FRY is Friday, February 25 & March 25 at Loose Creek School. Serving Fish, hush puppies,
parsley potatoes, cole slaw & baked beans from 5:00 — 7:00 p.m. $12.00 per meal. Drive Thru Only. Funds to benefit local
Catholic Schools.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH CHILI SUPPER, BABBTOWN is Sunday, February 27, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Serving
Chili, chili dogs, chicken noodle soup, hot dogs & dessert.

OSAGE BEND FISH FRY, ST. MARGARET’S PARISH is Friday, March 4, serving catfish filets, hush puppies, baked potatoes,
French fries, baked beans & cole slaw from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Adults $12.00, children 6-12 $5.00. Carry outs $12.00 per meal.

WESTPHALIA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS RIB DINNER & DANCE featuring Shiloh will be March 12. Cost is $25 per person.
The fried chicken and ham meal will begin at 6:30 p.m., with the dance beginning at 8:30 p.m. For more information or for
tickets, please contact Ron Berhorst, (573-619-8213) or Russell Voss (573-619-1324).

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH HAM & SAUSAGE BREAKFAST is Sunday, March 13, serving country ham, sausage,
Scrambled eggs, biscuits & gravy, hashbrowns & applesauce from 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Adults $10 & children 6-12 $5.
Serving cafeteria style and carry-outs available.

ST. THOMAS SPRING FLING is Saturday, April 2, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Center. Over 30
vendors, Pizza Kwik 10:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., raffle for prizes and free admission. Proceeds to benefit St. Thomas the Apostle
School Stem kits for students. For more information, please contact Kim Kliegel 573-619-9188.

SAVE THE DATES: Sunday, March 13, 2022- St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Ham Breakfast

St. Thomas the Apostle Church - Financial Summary
July 1, 2021 - December 31, 2021
Income
General (Sunday collections, fundraisers, gifts from benefactors) $ 281,422.98
(Includes net income of $63,059.05 from Parish Picnic)

Special (Building & Improvement Fund contributions including $361,939.01 $ 589,619.16

$

$

for church renovation project)

Diocesan collections 3,976.00
Universal Church collections 2,550.00
Parish School (includes grants and gifts from benefactors) $ 148,797.18
Pre-School $ 25,075.50
Total Income $1,051,440.82
Expenses
Church & Rectory General $ 63,388.75
Church & Rectory Special (Improvement projects including $556,221.63 $ 568,306.58
for church renovation project)
Diocesan collections $ 4,411.00
Universal Church collections $ 485.00
Parish School $ 366,494.94
(Includes $40,781.96 for new equipment and technology
improvements funded by grants)
Pre-School $ 33,358.74
Religious Education (PSR) $ 3,027.61
Vitae House $ 2,313.16
Parish Center $ 30,671.79
Total Expenses $1,072,457.57

Net Income (Loss) $ (21,016.75)
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