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St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.; Thursdays 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 — 5:00 p.m. or by appointment
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m.; Wednesdays 5:00 — 6:15 p.m. and
Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father.

Saint Thomas the Apostle

Mass Schedule for the Week of Oct. 3-10:
WEEKDAY MORNING MASSES IN PARISH CENTER
Tuesday 7:45 a.m. — No Mass, Fr. at Priests’ Institute
Wednesday 7:45 a.m.— No Mass, Fr. at Priests’ Institute
Thursday 7:45 a.m. — No Mass, Fr. at Priests’ Institute
Friday 7:45 a.m. — No Mass, Fr. at Priest’s Institute
WEEKEND MASSES IN ST. CECILIA CHURCH
Saturday 5:00 p.m. — People of our Parishes
Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Rose Mary Buschjost

Your Sunday Offering:

Offertory Budget for 2021-2022: $305,000.00
Offertory Goal through Month End:  $ 76,251.00
Actual Collection for 2021-2022: $ 70,988.00
Offertory Difference Year to Date: —$ 5,263.00

Offertory Goal per month: $ 25,417.00
Collection in Church:

September 5 $ 4,951.00
September 12 $ 4,332.00
September 19 $ 6,451.00
September 26 $ 3,768.00
Collection Online: $ 6,427.00
September total to date: $25,929.00

Difference for September: ~ +$ 512.00

Church Renovation Capital Campaign
Total Pledges/Donations $237,464.01
Total Collected $140,791.01

St. Thomas the Apostle Cantors / Organists
WEEKEND MASSES IN ST. CECILIA CHURCH

Oct. 9 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Kerry Meyer / Jeannette
Oct. 10 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Judy Schroeder / Jackie
Oct. 16 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Lisa Wieberg / Alanna
Oct. 17 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Anne Strope / Jackie

St. Thomas the Apostle & St. Cecilia Readers
WEEKEND MASSES IN ST. CECILIA CHURCH
Oct. 9 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Amanda Wooten

Oct. 10 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Richard Heckemeyer
Oct. 16 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Kathy Graessle

Oct. 17 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Daffiny Tallent

Saint Cecilia
Mass Schedule for the Week of Oct. 3-10:

Wednesday 6:30 p.m. — No Mass, Fr. at Priest’s Institute

Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Urban, Ronald & Randy Voss

Your Sunday Offering:

Offertory Budget for 2021-2022: $62,000.00
Collection Total for 2021-2022: $14,969,07
Offertory Goal per month: $ 5,166.67
Collection in Church:

September 5 $1,445.00
September 12 $ 716.82
September 19 $ 1,090.25
September 26 $ 1,520.00
September total to date: $4,772.00
Difference for September -$ 394.67

St. Cecilia Collection Counters
October — Dominic & Mary Plassmeyer

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR
LAST WILL & TESTAMENT

St. Cecilia Reader
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. — No Mass
Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Jennifer Even

IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO FULFILL YOUR
LITURGICAL ASSIGNMENT, PLEASE FIND A
REPLACEMENT. YOUR FELLOW
PARISHIONERS THANK YOU!
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St. Thomas the Apostle & St. Cecilia Ushers St. Cecilia & St. Thomas the Apostle Eucharistic Minister

WEEKEND MASSES IN ST. CECILIA CHURCH Sunday 8:00 a.m. — Doris Stumpe
Oct. 9 Saturday 5:00 p.m. —Joe Buschjost & Fred Luebbering
Oct. 10 Sun. 10:00 a.m.- Mattheuw Prenger & Keith Kliethermes St. Cecilia Greeters/Ushers

Oct. 17 Sun.10:00 a.m.- Mike Buschjost & Ryan Buschjost

St. Cecilia Servers
Sunday 8:00 a.m. —

St. Thomas the Apostle & St. Cecilia Eucharistic Ministers
MASSES IN ST. CECILIA CHURCH

Oct. 9 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Lora Boessen

Oct. 10 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Richard Heckemeyer

Oct. 16 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Mark Luebbering

Oct. 17 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Glenn Prenger

Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia
Wednesday—6:05 p.m.-Dorothy Rehagen—Glorious Mysteries
Sunday 7:35 a.m. — Cathy Borgmeyer— Sorrowful Mysteries

VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a
votive candle in church is $2.50.

St. Thomas the Apostle Servers

WEEKEND MASSES IN ST. CECILIA CHURCH
Oct. 9 Saturday 5:00 p.m. - .

Oct. 10 Sun. 10:00 a.m. — Miranda Meyer & Francie Tallent MASS STIPENDS: $10.00
Oct. 16 Saturday 5:00 p.m. -

Oct. 17 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Valerie & Zeke Verslutes

BAPTISM PREPARATION: Please call the rectory to
schedule a meeting and date for Baptism.

St. Thomas the Apostle Collection Counters
Oct. 10 — Rosalyn Wieberg & Donna Schellman

MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least
six months prior to the desired date.

Oct. 17 - Jennifer Schroeder & Dunja Wieberg

Oct. 24 — Paul Becker & Shara Buechter

Oct. 31 - Keith & Jean Kliethermes St. Thomas the Apostle & St. Cecilia Offertory

Nov. 7 — Sonya Henson & Millie Wieberg WEEKEND MASSES IN ST. CECILIA CHURCH
Oct. 9 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Alfred & Margie Kaiser
Oct. 10 Sunday 10:00 a.m.—Keith & Jean Kliethermes

Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas: Oct. 16 Saturday 5:00 p.m. — Paul & Jenny Becker

WEEKDAY MASSES IN ST. THOMAS PARISH CENTER Oct. 17 Sunday 10:00 a.m. — Tom & Carol Backes

No Weekday rosary as Fr. is attending the Priests’ Retreat

Saturday 4:35 p.m. — Dale Herigon — Sorrowful Mysteries

Sunday 9:35 a.m. — Gilbert & Hermina Strope — Sorrowful Mysteries

SNACKS FOR QUILTERS: Quilter's luncheon may be dropped off Wednesday night 7:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m. (Evening quilting)
or St. Thomas the Apostle School hours.

Thursday, Oct. 7 — Lisa Lackman & Nancy Libbert Thursday, Oct. 14 — Sheila Libbert & Lizzie Linhardt
Please bring snack to hall by 1:00 p.m.; snack served at 3:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please contact Emily Luebbering
at 573-477-3459 or Kathy Strope at 573-477-3349.

SCRIP: Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program. Please contact
Amanda Wooten 573-694-1735 or amandab_27@hotmail.com

PLEASE KEEP FR. LEONARD IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK as he will be attending the Diocesan Priest Institute.

BULLETIN NOTICES: Deadline for bulletin notices is noon on Wednesday'’s.

ST. CECILIA PRAYER LINE REQUESTS can be made by calling Marie Lueckenotto at 573-229-4336.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH WEEKLY BULLETINS may be found in St. Cecilia Church, Web page, St. Thomas
Vitae House on front porch or school when in session.

OCTOBER COUNT, ATTENTION USHERS: Please count all people (including children and infants) who enter into the Church
at each Mass for the month with the count ending at or about the First Reading. In smaller Churches it may be simpler for the
ushers to make the count during the homily. Also, please remember to count all ministers who serve at the Altar as well. The
form to fill out is in the back of St. Cecilia Church on table to the right.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH RENOVATION UPDATE: Pictures and videos of our renovation will be continuously
published on the St. Thomas the Apostle Facebook page and our parish website www.stthomasapostle.net. Check it out!

BISHOP MCKNIGHT’S OCTOBER PRAYER INTENTION: For our local church of the Diocese of Jefferson City; that we may
become a sign and instruments in the world of the presence of Christ through our communion in charity, faith, and the Eucharist.

PASTORS MEDITATION: 27th Sunday in ordinary time, year B: MARRIAGE IS FOR LIFE, MARRIAGES ARE MADE IN
HEAVEN. Gen. 2:18-24; Heb. 2:9-11; MKk. 10:2-16. Today’s Scripture readings are about the bond of love that marriage
creates between a man and a woman, a bond that God intends to be permanent. These readings challenge the spouses to
practice the fidelity of their ever-faithful God, honoring their holy covenant commitment before Him.

The first reading, taken from Genesis explains God’s original plan concerning sex and marriage. It teaches us that God made
man and woman for each other. Hence, in marriage they are no longer two but one, united by an unbreakable bond. The reading
also describes the institution of marriage and shows that monogamy was God’s intention from the very beginning. The
Responsorial Psalm (Ps 128) expands the marital theme of the first reading and the Gospel to include the children born of the
union. Since the children enrich the lives of their parents, the Psalmist prays: “May you see your children’s children.” The second
reading, taken from the Letter to the Hebrews, reminds us that Jesus became one of us, bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh.
As one of us, Jesus “tasted death for everyone.” He was not only the Sacrifice, but also the High Priest. We are now Jesus’
brothers and sisters, bonded with Him and through Him bonded with God. Thus, Christ became the Savior of all people, the
good, the bad, the divorced, everyone and received all of us as brothers and sisters. Jesus’ prohibition of divorce can be a
source of suffering for those who face difficult married lives. Paul suggests that we have to accept pain as Jesus did, as the
suffering we should endure on the way to glory. Today’s Gospel gives Christ’s explicit teaching on marriage and divorce, the
Divine origin of marriage, the sacredness of family life and the indissolubility of marriage. These are difficult messages to preach
in a society that embraces co-habitation and ignores both the escalating divorce statistics and the dangerous consequences of
divorce. The Gospel teaches us that family life is sacred, that husband and wife are partners with equal rights and that the
destruction of family by divorce is producing the destruction of society.

So both spouses need to work hard to create a good marriage. Marriage demands that they should become the right persons for
each other as God-given gifts. Marriage is a union based on committed sharing and forgiving, sacrificial agape love. It requires
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many mutual adjustments; much mutual generosity and great good will to forgive and ask for forgiveness; sincere cooperation in
training children and raising them as practicing Catholic Christians and daily strength from God obtained through personal and
family prayers and punctual participation in the parish liturgy.

Friends we need to reach out with Christian sympathy to the divorced and to troubled families. The parish community needs to
accept them with respect, compassion, sensitivity, love and support, sharing the depth of their pain from a failed or failing
marriage. The practice of the Church is that it cannot sanction a second marriage for either spouse unless the previous marriage
has been declared annulled by the Diocesan Marriage Tribunal. In the meantime, “...they should be encouraged to listen to the
Word of God, to attend the Sacrifice of the Mass, to persevere in prayer, to bring up their children in the Christian Faith”.

Have a blessed week! Fr.Leonard Mukiibi

FROM FR. LEONARD:

1. CATECHUMENS: Those parishioners out there above age seven that are not baptized can register themselves at the offices
of the parishes or with the pastor as Catechumens to be prepared and get baptized at Easter Vigil.

2. LAY MARRIAGE FACILITATORS: Those of you that volunteered and registered to be marriage facilitators (I hope you
attended the training) can you meet with Fr. Leonard after any Sunday Mass that you have attended, | want you to get started,
we have couples to work with.

3. We are looking out for volunteers to teach confirmation/religion classes, we just have one teacher from St. Thomas and
we have the biggest number of candidates. Please contact Diane Lueckenhoff or Jenifer Even.

CONFIRMATION — ST. CECILIA & ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE: Confirmation will be for 7", 8", and 9" grade students this
year. Students attending St. Thomas the Apostle School will have confirmation preparation during their school religion classes.
All other students from both parishes will have confirmation class on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. A sign-up sheet will be
in the back of Church for all students attending the Wednesday evening classes or you can text the information to Jennifer Even
at 573-680-6945 (student name and grade, parent name, e-mail). The first class will be Wednesday, October 6 at St. Cecilia
parish center. Classes will alternate each month between St. Cecilia parish center and St. Thomas KC Hall. More information
will be sent to students and parents based on who signs up for class.

ROSARY COAST TO COAST SUNDAY OCTOBER 10: Join fellow parishioners from the mid-Missouri area in praying the
Glorious mysteries of the Rosary at the State Capitol at 3:00 pm on Sunday, Oct 10. Meet in front of St. Peter Church in
Jefferson City to begin the walk around the Capitol. If you are not able to travel to the Capitol, please join us in Church at St.
Cecilia or at the Parish Center in St. Thomas to pray the rosary together or in your home at 3:00 p.m. Call Janet Lueckenhoff
with questions 573-690-5682.

A ROSARY FOR OUR COUNTRY will be prayed Monday, October 4, 5:00 p.m. St. Cecilia Church.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING is Tuesday, October 12 at 6:30 p.m. in the school
library.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE VIRTUAL WINTER FANTASY: Tickets are on sale now for the 2022 Virtual Winter Fantasy.
Tickets can be purchased for $75 at Speedy B’s or by contacting Kim Kliegel at 573-619-9188 or Jan Carter at 573-477-3640.
There is no limit to the number of tickets that can be purchased, and they would make great holiday gifts! The Winter Fantasy
includes a raffle of $11,000 in cash prizes, door prizes, and a silent auction. The Facebook Live Drawing will be held Saturday,
February 5, 2022 at 6:30pm. Please support the Parish and purchase your tickets today! You can find more information under
the Events tab at www.stthomasapostle.net

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS! UPCOMING EVENTS!
October 4-8 — Achievement Testing week Thursday, October 7 — Early release 12:50 car riders, 1:00 p.m. bus riders

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE AND ST. CECILIA PARISHIONERS — VIRTUS/SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING: The Safe
Environment Policy of the Diocese of Jefferson City requires Employees, Clergy, Religious, Seminarians, Deacons and
Volunteers in the Church to be compliant with Safe Environment Regulations. The volunteers include those who work with
minors and/or who participate in any ministry in the church (Greeters/Ushers, Lectors, Eucharist Ministers, Choir/Canters),
working at parish fundraisers and all parents of students attending St. Thomas the Apostle Parish. Information may be found on
the St. Thomas Parish website on the home page and under Resources, Resources Home, and Safe Environment on St.
Cecilia's website. Please follow the steps. This is MANDATORY, effective August 1, 2021
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the parish or school
office. Remember, it is important that we comply with the Diocesan Policy for Safe Environment and the Diocese will be
coming in September to conduct a Safe Environment Audit.
Safe Environment Instructions - For First Time Registrants - Volunteering with Minors

Go to www.virtusonline.org website. Click on the “First Time Registrant” button and enter your profile information.

It is vital this information remains current, ESPECIALLY your email address. Your email address is how the system will communicate
with you in the future.

Next, sign up for a Protecting God’s Children workshop. This workshop may be done online or in person (if offered) and only needs to
be completed one time. However, if you choose the online version, you MUST commit to the entire two hours required. If you leave the
workshop prior to completion, you may have difficulty resuming.

Next, you will be prompted to read the “Code of Conduct” form (which you will sign electronically).

Within days of completing the training, the Office of Child and Youth Protection will approve your account. At this time you will receive
an email from Virtus stating to log into your account to complete the background check screening process.

If you have used the site in the past and simply don’t remember your information, we can help you find your information and give you
a chance to update the system.

THE ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH GROUNDS “GRASS CUTTING TEAM ROTATION’ FOR THE UPCOMING

WEEKS: Week of October 3 Alan Reinkemeyer, Richard Heckemeyer and Dave Schroeder
Week of October 10 Mark Luebbering, Antone Luebbering and Nick Luebbering
Week of October 17 Paul & Jenny Becker, Eric & Shara Buechter

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, October 24 — Trunk or Treat 4:30 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. St. Thomas Church/School parking lot.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Becoming a Knight of Columbus can transform your life. As a Knight, you have the opportunity to
support our parishes and communities, and to grow in your faith. You can also gain access to top-rated insurance programs to
protect your family. Plus, you are joining a band of brothers, a network of men in communities around the world dedicated to
doing good in the service of God and our neighbors. As Pope St. John Paul Il said: "The Knights of Columbus is the strong right
arm of the Catholic Church.” If you would like more information or to join, please contact Jeff Cassmeyer at (573) 690-7546.
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FOUND a set of keys on a lanyard on Upper Bottom Road this past Monday. The owner can contact us at 573-477-3556.

GUARDIAN ANGELS PARISH FALL DINNER, BRINKTOWN is Sunday, October 10, serving sausage & fried chicken dinners
from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Drive-thru & carry out only, limited air conditioned seating $13.00 per plate. Live quilt auction 2:30
p.m.

10™ ANNUAL ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE TRUNK OR TREAT is Sunday, October 24, 4:30 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. in the Church
parking lot. In order to make this a huge success, we need trunks to hand our candy! Plan for 200 trick-or-treaters. Decorate
your trunk/area in Halloween decorations or a theme or bring a table. RSVP by October 20. Please call the school office at
573-477-3322, send an email to kmorris@stacs.school or dlueckenhoff@embargmail.com It is our hope to provide a safe and
fun time for our kids and community members! Please come out and support this fun event! There will be no hayride or
refreshments this year.

St. Cecilia Parish Pastoral Council Meeting - September 9, 2021

The meeting opened at 7:02 with a prayer by Fr. Leonard Mukiibi. Those present were Emily Libbert, Betty Hagenhoff, Fr. Leonard,
JoAnn Schroeder, Katy Werdehausen, Dorothy Rehagen, Doris Stumpe. Absent was Janice Schanzmeyer.

Minutes from the last meeting were read and had previously been approved.

Old Business

e Doris Stumpe reported that Mitch Stumpe will be taking care of the stump grinding that needs to be completed after the

weather cools.

Doris will also check back with the Luebbert family about a donation of a new outdoor nativity scene.

At the last meeting, we tabled the discussion about installing a new water softener in the Parish Center. Betty mentioned if we
need to update the boiler and some other things that were discovered from the recent inspection, that it might be a good time
to also look into installing a water softener. It was decided we will wait to see the cost of the inspection upgrade requirements
and then we will assess if it is within our budget to make all of the improvements at once. For the time being, Doris purchased
a new kind of cleaner to help with the hard water issues at the Parish Center.

Changing stations for the Parish Center are here and just need to be installed. Mitch will be getting to this soon.

Betty suggested having a window installed in the Parish Center basement where the old fan was removed, instead of just
filling it in with concrete blocks. The Parish Council agreed this was a good idea and suggested Mitch start getting quotes for
the cost of having a window put in.

Dorothy mentioned a gutter may need to be cleaned or straightened out on the corner of the Parish Center.

JoAnn mentioned the possibility of having a cleanup day for the Parish grounds once or twice a year. The Council decided
spring would be the best time.

e Betty discussed the pastoral plan that was introduced at our last meeting. The plan is designed to find ways to add life back to
the church and to bring people back in. Father shared that many of the things already happening with the St. Cecelia Parish
Committees are helping improve the plan and no further action was needed at this time. We will continue to find ways to seek
out growing our parish. JoAnn mentioned a food or clothing drive for the upcoming holiday season. Dorothy suggested the
PSR classes patrticipate in this as well.

Father Leonard’s Report
e Father thanked the committees for all of their work.

e Father talked about his upcoming vacation and how he knows things will still run smoothly while he is away.

e He also shared that he thought our Parish Council and other members of the parish are doing well to grow our Pastoral Plan.
New Business

e Doris shared for the Building and Grounds committee. Brad Copeland had come to do the insurance inspection for the diocese

and discovered some things in the Parish Center that needed to be fixed including some valves needing replaced, the breaker
box needing updated and it was suggested that the thermostat should be kept between 65-70 degrees in the winter to help the
boiler to work properly. A few other issues were noted as well. The full written up report is supposed to be sent to Fr. Leonard
soon. After the report is sent, final decisions will be made about what needs fixed immediately and what can be put off for
later. Some things may need to come on the next year’s budget.

e JoAnn shared that the Liturgical Committee recently met. Many upcoming dates and masses were discussed. The report from
this committee will be posted separately in the bulletin. JoAnn will be updating the Time and Talent sheets and posting hew
ones out again in hopes to get more people involved in masses. Father has a training scheduled for servers and may be doing
some training for Eucharistic ministers and lectors after he returns from his vacation. Father confirmed that offertory can once
again be brought up during masses. JoAnn also mentioned getting families involved more with masses and the possibility of
families taking turns and bringing up offertory again. The Parish Council members agreed this would be a good thing to try to
start doing once again.

e Dorothy asked about the Virtus (Safe Environment) mandate and if there is a way for people who are unable to access a
computer or the internet to do the training by alternative means, such as in person or on paper. Father will find out about this.
Dorothy reminded the group that mass participants may be limited due to this new training if some people cannot access it
online.

e Emily shared she has gained access to update the St. Cecilia website and that much of the information on there was outdated.
She has updated several pages and the council helped with knowing other things that still need updated. Emily reminded the
group that if they see things on the website that are still outdated to let her know about them and she will get it taken care of.

e One of the pages on the Parish website that is outdated is the CYO page. The group discussed that there is a need to find a
new leader for this group and to attempt to get the organization started back up again within our Parish. The website will be
updated seeking out someone to step into the role of the CYO leader.

The next meeting is scheduled for November 11, 2021. The meeting was closed at 8:29 with a prayer by Fr. Leonard.

2021 ST. CECILIA FINAL PINCIC RESULTS

Beer $ 1,953.00
Bingo $ 297.25
Craft/Country Store $ 1,261.66
Dinner Tickets (Approx 1283 Tickets sold) $15,315.00
Donation $ 100.00
Raffle Stand Main Stand $ 1,351.00
Raffle Dinner Line $ 720.00
Sandwich/Soda Stand $ 603.50
Kitchen Sales $ 574.34
Quilt Auction (St. Cecilia Church Part) $12,650.00
Pie & Misc. Items Auction $ 239,00

TOTAL OF ALL STANDS $35,064.75
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