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www.stthomasapostleschool.net 
PO Box 146 

St. Thomas, MO 65076 
   

 20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
                                                  
                                                                                                                                                              August 16, 2026 
 
 Pastor:  Fr. Leonard Mukiibi                                          School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer 
 frleonardmukiibi@gmail.com                lheckemeyer@stacs.school 
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315                School: 573-477-3322 Fax: 573-477-3700 
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer                 Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff 
 jheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com                  dlueckenhoffoffice@gmail.com 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Admin. Secretary:   St. Cecilia Bookkeeper: 
Mrs. Theresa Veit                    Mrs. Doris Stumpe 

tveitoffice@gmail.com                    dstumpeoffice@gmail.com 
 

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 `School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. or by appointment 
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Wednesdays 5:00 – 6:15 p.m. and  

Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father. 
 

Saint Thomas the Apostle Saint Cecilia 
Mass Schedule for the Week of August 16-23 Mass Schedule for the Week of Aug. 16-23 

Tuesday 7:45 am  L&D Herman & Gertie 
Hoecker Family  

  

Wednesday 7:45 am No Mass Wednesday 6:30 pm 
 

Lawrence Wansing 
Cindy Wansing Carmack 

Thursday 7:45 am 
 
Friday 7:45 am 
Saturday 5:00 pm         

Joe, Antonia & Richard 
Schwartz & Darlene Falter 
L&D Virgil Kirkweg Family 
People of our Parishes 

  

Sunday 10:00 am James R. & Margaret 
Cassmeyer 

Sunday 8:00 am  Fritz & Margie Luebbert 

    
Your Sunday Offering  Your Sunday Offering  
Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $360,000.00 Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $70,000.00 

Offertory Goal through Month End $60,000.00 Collection Total for 2026-2027 $7,139.00 
Actual Collection for 2026-2027 $45,825.98 Offertory Goal per Month for August $5,833.33 
Offertory Difference Year to Date -$14,174.02   
Offertory Goal for August $30,000.00   
    
Collection in Church  Collection in Church  
August 2 $4,526.02 August 2 $1,506.00 
August 9 $5,842.10 August 9 $1,492.00 
August 16                                    August 16                 
August 23 
August 30 

                     
 

 

August 23 
August 30 
 

             
             

Collection Online $6,595.50   

August Total to Date $16,963.62 August Total to Date            $2,998.00 
Difference for August -$13,036.38 

 
Difference for August           -$2,835.33 

  WEEKDAY SERVERS: 
  Aliyah Buechter & Noah Akin, Thursday & Friday  

 
Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia & Lector 

Wednesday –Dorothy Rehagen- Glorious 
                             

Tuesday 7:25 am 
Wednesday 7:25 am 
Thursday 7:25 am 
Friday 7:25 am  

Bob Schellman - Sorrowful 
No Mass 
Dale Herigon – Luminous  
Jim Lueckenhoff – Sorrowful  
  

Lector: Emilie 
Borgmeyer 

 

Offertory Gifts – St. Thomas the Apostle Offertory Gifts – St. Cecilia 

Saturday 5:00 pm Ushers   
Sunday 10:00 am 
 

Family of James & Margaret 
Cassmeyer 
 

Sunday Family of Fritz & Margie Luebbert 

The Roman Catholic Parishes of 
           St. Thomas the Apostle                          St. Cecilia 

       in St. Thomas                                in Meta 
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PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR LAST WILL & TESTAMENT. 
VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a votive candle in church is $3.00.  
MASS STIPENDS: $10.00  
BAPTISM PREPARATION:  Please call the rectory to schedule a meeting and date for Baptism. 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least six months prior to the desired date. 
 
BULLETIN NOTICES is Wednesday at noon.  PARISH BULLETINS: If you are needing a bulletin and Church is locked at  
St. Thomas the Apostle, there are some on the Vitae House front porch.  
 
SCRIP:  Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program.  Please contact 
Amanda Wooten 573-694-1735 or amandab27@hotmail.com 

 
SNACKS FOR QUILTERS:   Please bring snacks to the hall by 1:00 p.m.; snacks are served at 3:00 p.m.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Emily Luebbering at 573-477-3459 or Kathy Strope at 573-477-3349. Quilter’s luncheon may be 
dropped off Wednesday night 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. (Evening quilting) or St. Thomas the Apostle School.   
Thurs. August 27- Terra Luebbering & Marlene Luebbering   Thursday, September 3 – Donna Luebbering & Tami Luebbering  

 

Liturgical Role Schedule for August 22 & 23 
 Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM 

Altar Servers 

Christian, Austyn Bock, Eli Prenger, Emmary 

Christian, Kaycie Schroeder, Annaline Tallent, Hannah 

Volmert, Jase  Tallent, Levi 

Volmert, Johnathon  Verslues, Max 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion 

Becker, Jenny Even, Jennifer Lueckenhoff, Linda 

Becker, Paul Hagenhoff, Betty Prenger, Matt 

Boessen, Lora Stumpe, Doris Luebbering, Ben 

Lector Schroeder, David Hagenhoff, Betty Tallent, Daffiny 

Rosary Leader: Luminous Herigon, Dale Rehagen, Dorothy Schroeder, Jennifer 

Greeters/Ushers 
Boessen, Mark Hagenhoff, Randy Stockman, Doug 

Holterman, Adam Stumpe, Mitch Loethen, Mark 
   

Music Ministry 
Stockman, Alanna Hurst, Lydia Prenger, Jackie 

Schroeder, Judy  Luebbering, Josh 

Live Stream   Wieberg, Dunja 

Count Collections  Helton, Dale Schellman, Donna 

Helton, Margie Wieberg, Rosalyn 

St. Thomas Church Cleaners 
Boessen, Linda - Luebbering, Lauri - Luebbering, Lindsay - Reinkemeyer, 
Lynne 

 
55th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION:  Please join Bob and Susan Buschjost, and their family, for an open house on 
Saturday, August 29 at 6:00 pm at the St. Thomas KC Hall.  Enjoy a light dinner, refreshments and great company as we 
celebrate 55 years!  
 
PASTORS MEDITATION:   20TH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR: A CANANITE WOMAN OF GREAT FAITH (Is. 56:1, 6-7; Rom. 
11:13-15, 29-32; Mt. 15:21-28) All three readings today speak of the expansive and universal nature of the “Kingdom of God,” in 
contrast with the theory that salvation was to be offered first to the Jews and then, through them alone, to the rest of the world. 
Although God set the Hebrew people apart as His chosen race, He included all nations in His plan for salvation and blessed all 
the families of the earth in Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3). 
In the first reading, by declaring through prophet Isaiah “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples,” God reveals 
the truth that in His eyes all human beings, regardless of race, caste, color, intelligence, wealth, or charm are His dear children 
by Creation and adoption. The long-expected Messianic kingdom was intended, not only for the Jews, but for all peoples as well. 
Today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 67) rejects all types of religious exclusivity: “Let all the peoples praise You, O God; for You 
judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon the earth, so that Your saving power may be known among all the 
nations.” In the second reading, Paul explains that, although the Jews were the chosen people, many of them rejected Jesus as 
the promised Messiah, and, consequently, God turned to the Gentiles who received mercy through their Faith in Jesus. In the 
Gospel story, Jesus demonstrates that salvation was meant for the Gentiles as well as for the Jews by healing the daughter of a 
Gentile woman as a reward for her strong Faith. Thus, Jesus shows us that God’s mercy and love are available to all who call 
out to Him in Faith. Therefore friends, we need to persist in prayer with trustful confidence. Although the essential parts of prayer 
are adoration and thanksgiving, the prayer of petition, like the prayer of contrition, plays a big part in our daily lives. Christ 
himself has told us to ask him for these needs: “Ask and you shall receive.” Asking with fervor and perseverance proves that we 
have the “great Faith” we need to receive what Christ wants to grant us in response to our requests. We must realize, and 
remember, that we do not always get exactly what we ask for. Rather, God gives us what He knows we really need, what He 
wants us to have, that is, what is really best for us. As Christians, we also know that our particular request may not always be for 
our good, or for the final good of the person for whom we are praying. But if the prayer is sincere and persevering, we will 
always get an answer, one which is better than what we asked for. Secondly, we need to pull down our walls of separation and 
share in the universality of God’s love: Very often we set up walls which separate us from God and from one another. Today’s 
Gospel reminds us that God’s love and mercy are extended to all who call on Him in Faith and trust, no matter who they are. In 
other words, God’s care extends beyond the bounds of race and nation to the hearts of all who live, and God’s House should 
become a House of Prayer for all peoples. It is therefore fitting that we should pray and work sincerely so that the walls which 
our pride, intolerance, fear, and prejudice have raised in us may crumble. Have a blessed week! Fr. Leonard Mukiibi 
 
CATHOLIC MASSES OFFERED AT THE MISSOURI STATE FAIR, SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 & 23, 10:30 AM, TOUCHSTONE 
ENGERY STAGE.  CELEBRANT REV. RALPH O’DONNELL, BISHOP OF JEFFERSON CITY.  
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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PRESCHOOL:   If you have a child, ages 3 or 4 and have been thinking about preschool, please 
call Lizzie Linhardt, llinhardt@stacs.school 573-645-5605 or the school office 573-477-3322. If you have any questions or would 
like to set up a one on one meeting and school tour, please contact the school office. Please check out and like St. Thomas the 
Apostle Preschool Facebook page. 
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS! Monday, August 17, Open House 5:30 pm & Mandatory Parent Meeting 6:00 pm 

Wednesday, August 19 – First Day of School  
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL DROP OFF & PICK UP REMINDERS:  For the safety of our children, please 
remember to ENTER from PARK STREET and EXIT from the Church parking lot.  This will keep our children safe and the traffic 
flowing smoothly.   
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF – 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR: 

Pastor:  Fr. Leonard Mukiibi 

Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer 
School/Parish Secretary: Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff 
Parish Administrative Secretary & Computers: Mrs. Theresa Veit 
Parish Bookkeeper: Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer 
TEACHING STAFF SUPPORT STAFF 
7th & 8th Grade: Ms. Kristin Morris            
5th & 6th Grade: Mrs. Madison VanderFeltz    
3rd & 4th Grade: Mrs. Lauren Buechter           
2nd Grade: Mrs. Dunja Wieberg 
1st Grade: Mrs. Michelle Siebeneck 
Kindergarten: Mrs. Daffiny Tallent 
Preschool: Mrs. Lizzie Linhardt 
Extended Care for Preschool: Sabrina Luebbering, 

 
                          
Extended Care K-8: Owen Schellman  
Art: Mrs. Doris Lehmen/Mrs. Linda Boessen 
Music: Mrs. Judy Schroeder 
P.E.: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer 
Head Cook:  Mrs. Brenda Heckman, &  
Cook’s Aide – Mrs. Peggy Volmert 
Custodian:   Mr. Keith Buechter 

Francie Tallent & Audrey Buschjost 
 
COLLEGE STUDENTS:  Please visit www.newmanconnection.org to stay connected with your Catholic Faith. 
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH QUILT GROUPS: Thank you to everyone who helped in ways towards the quilts for our 
2026 parish picnic. We have a good selection and hope the auction goes well. The quilt list for the 2027 picnic is found on our 
web page. The first name on the list is the chairperson and is responsible for having a quilt ready for the 2027 picnic. The quilts 
should be finished by June 1, 2027, so they can be listed on the picnic flier. Chairpersons are asked to contact the other 
members of their group. If you would like to help us quilt, come and join our circle this Fall. We will need some quilt tops with 
lining to be quilted by August 19. If you have any questions, please call Emily Luebbering at 573-477-3459 or Kathy Strope at 
573-477-3349. 
 
MEN OF ST. THOMAS & ST. CECILIA PARISHES:  You are invited to join the Men of Signum Crucis at our next gathering, 
which begins at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 19, at Helias Catholic High School in Jefferson City. This month we welcome 
Jamie Smith, a local Catholic licensed professional counselor who will speak on the topic of “Keeping the Sabbath.” Following 
fraternity and refreshments in the Helias Commons, our evening will conclude at 8:00 p.m. with the praying of the Litany of St. 
Joseph. If you can arrive early, we will pray the Rosary at 6:00 p.m. in the Helias Chapel. We hope you can come every or any 
third Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. to deepen your knowledge of and devotion to our faith in fellowship with the best 
men in mid-Missouri. The mission of the Men of Signum Crucis is to provide Fraternity through 
Catholic Study, Devotion, and Service. For more information about the Men of Signum Crucis, contact Jeff Cassmeyer at 573-
690-7546, or visit us at www.menofsignumcrucis.com. 
 
COR MEN’S GATHERING:  All men are invited to our next COR Men’s Gathering on Tuesday, August 25, at 7:00 PM at the  
St. Stanislaus/St. Margaret Community Center (KofC Hall). We continue our Mission of the Family series with Session 3: “The 
Gift of Children.” Join us for an evening of prayer, formation, fellowship, and meaningful discussion as we discover God’s plan 
for the family and our important role as Catholic men. Bring a friend and join us! One personal invitation can make a difference. 
 
SAVE THE DATES:  
St. Thomas the Apostle 30th Annual Fall Fantasy – Saturday, November 7, 2026 
Sunday, September 20 - Meta Citizens Civic League Fall Festival  
 

Proposed Capital Improvement – St. Thomas Ball Field Lights 
The St Thomas Parish Pastoral Council, St Thomas Park Board and the St Thomas Finance Committee has been monitoring 
the condition of the ballfield lights over the last few years.  The current lights were originally installed in 1976 (50 years 
ago).  The light poles are at least 10 years beyond the recommend life of the treated wood poles and the halide lights are 
outdated and inefficient.  Former parishioner (and electrician) Dan Lindenbusch was interviewed about the original installation of 
the ballfield lights, how they were installed, how the poles were purchased and delivered (came via Rock Island Rail and hauled 
from Meta to St Thomas on hay wagons), etc. 
         Mr. Lindenbusch recalled many of the people (besides himself) who were instrumental in helping get our current lights 
installed back in 1976.  Some of the names mentioned included Butch and Joe Lee Loethen, Andy Suthoff, Vic Otto, Quentin 
Koenig, Bernie Luetkemeyer, Alex Heckman, Barney Schell, Alphonse Kroll, Frank Twehous, Tom Kliegel, Dick Rackers, Harold 
Libbert, Bob Jurgensmeyer, Leo Holtmeyer, Gerald Luebbering, Bill Lueckenhoff and undoubtedly many others. 
        The bottom line is the current ballfield lights have served us well, and it is now time to consider replacing them for our future 
generations to enjoy. 
        With this in mind, the St Thomas Parish is exploring an estimate to replace the current ballfield lights with modern metal 
poles with energy efficient LED lighting.   Once an estimate is in hand, an official request will be made to the Jefferson City 
Diocese for approval to proceed.   
       Should you have any questions, input or concerns, please feel free to call Alan Reinkemeyer at 573-694-6984. 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Pastoral Parish Council Meeting Notes - July 28, 2026 
Meeting Called to Order  

• Attendance: Marian Buschjost, Sonya Henson, Mark Loethen, Leroy Heckemeyer, Father Leonard, Michael Wooten, 
Logan Peters, Lindsay Luebbering, Kristi Luebbering, TJ Loethen, Britni Buechter, Anthony Luebbering  

• Not in Attendance: Jenny Becker, Alanna Stockman  
Principal’s Report /School Advisory Council 
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• The classrooms, hallways and cafeteria have been waxed and a lot of painting has been done. Everything is looking 
good for the start of the school year! 

• 24 new Chromebooks will be used in the Kindergarten and 5th grade classrooms as part of our Chromebook rotation.  

• Most of the books and supplies have come in for the teachers and classrooms. There are some items still coming in 
before the start of the school year. 

• The mandatory parent meeting will be held on Monday, August 17. The open house will start at 5:30 pm and the parent 
meeting will start at 6:00 pm.  

• The school year will begin on Wednesday, August 19. 

• 75 students are enrolled this school year. 

• Leroy wished everyone a relaxing summer break and to be ready to come back refreshed for another school year in 
August! 

Opening Discussion: 

• Marian Buschjost welcomed new members to the Council, Britni, Lindsay, Mark, Michael, TJ, and Kristi. 

• The details of Parish Pastoral Council meetings and the roles of President, Secretary, and the subgroups were 
discussed.  

• Marian Buschjost was elected as President and Kristi Luebbering was elected as Secretary.  

• The Council subgroups were identified and reestablished. The Worship subgroup includes Jenny, Alanna and Logan. 
The Administration subgroup includes Mark, Anthony and TJ. The Finance subgroup includes Sonya and Britni as back-
up. The Social Concerns subgroup includes Marian, Michael, Lindsay and Kristi. Michael will serve as the parish council 
representative for the picnic committee and Lindsay will serve as the PPC representative for the fall fantasy committee. 
All subgroup members will meet to discuss the spring 2027 fundraiser. 

Pastoral Council Commission Reports: 
Finance Committee 

• Sonya shared at the last finance council meeting, there was continued discussion of the ballfield light project, working 
on obtaining bids for the project, and the possibility of obtaining a grant.  

Social Committee 

• Although the newly formed committee has not yet met, Marian discussed the previous plans for the spring fundraiser to 
possibly be held on a Saturday in April, after Mass. The committee will meet soon for next steps. 

Administration 

• Tasked with researching best practices for vendor use of parish grounds and developing a proposal. 
Pastor’s Report  

• Father welcomed the new members to the Council. 

• The Bishop invites us all to pray for immigrants.   

• There will be a meeting at the Diocese on July 29 for all youth ministers, communion ministers and other parish leaders 
to help those interested in getting ready for the coming year of parish faith formation.  

• There will be a See City Ultreya at St. Stanislaus Parish in Wardsville on August 11. The evening includes mass and 
dinner followed by the Ultreya.  

• A group from Blest Art will be visiting our parish the weekend of August 2. Father encourages everyone to support the 
group by viewing and purchasing items. 

• The parish is still looking into Flocknote, the email/text communication platform designed for parishes. 
Old Business 

• Sonya informed the group of a previous discussion of a Parish Wish List (wants and needs) and that suggestions are 
always welcome. A list would be helpful in the event that a parishioner/benefactor would like to support the parish in 
some way.  

New Business 

• TJ mentioned the flagpole at the back of the ballfield is being covered by trees. The trees have grown up and around 
the pole, obstructing the view of the flag. TJ suggested that the two trees on either side of the pole need to be taken 
down. TJ will discuss options with Keith Buechter and others and will send an update to the group.  

Next meeting - Tuesday, September 22 at 7 pm 
     

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


