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Pastor: Fr. Leonard Mukiibi
frleonardmukiibi@gmail.com
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer
Jjheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com

St. Thomas the Apostle Admin. Secretary:
Mrs. Theresa Veit
tveitoffice@gmail.com

School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer
Iheckemeyer@stacs.school

School: 573-477-3322 Fax: 573-477-3700

Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff

dlueckenhoffoffice@gmail.com

St. Cecilia Bookkeeper:
Mrs. Doris Stumpe
dstumpeoffice@gmail.com

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
*School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 — 5:00 p.m. or by appointment
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Wednesdays 5:00 — 6:15 p.m. and
Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father.

Saint Thomas the Apostle
Mass Schedule for the Week of August 23-30

L&D Tom & Clara Schmidt
Fam.

Tuesday 7:45 am

Wednesday 7:45 am Kelsey Heckemeyer

Thursday 7:45 am Albert Plassmeyer

Friday 7:45 am Gerhard & Adela Weber Fam.

Saturday 5:00 pm L&D Philip & Alma Boessen
Family

Sunday 10:00 am Tony Strope

Your Sunday Offering

Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $360,000.00

Offertory Goal through Month End $60,000.00

Actual Collection for 2026-2027 $49,476.58

Offertory Difference Year to Date -$10,523.42

Offertory Goal for August $30,000.00

Collection in Church

August 2 $4,526.02

August 9 $5,842.10

August 16 $2,118.10

August 23

August 30

Collection Online $8,128.00

August Total to Date $20,614.22

Difference for August -$9,385.78

WEEKDAY SERVERS:
Emerald Fennewald & Leni Berhorst

Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle

Bob Schellman - Sorrowful
Bob Schellman - Glorious
Dale Herigon — Luminous
Jim Lueckenhoff — Sorrowful

Tuesday 7:25 am
Wednesday 7:25 am
Thursday 7:25 am
Friday 7:25 am

Offertory Gifts — St. Thomas the Apostle

Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am

Family of Philip & Alma Boessen
Family of Tony Strope

Saint Cecilia
Mass Schedule for the Week of Aug. 23-30

Wednesday 6:30 pm Chester Prater

Sunday 8:00 am People of our Parishes

Your Sunday Offering

Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $70,000.00
Collection Total for 2026-2027 $8,380.00
Offertory Goal per Month for August $5,833.33
Collection in Church

August 2 $1,506.00
August 9 $1,492.00
August 16 $1,214.00
August 23

August 30

August Total to Date $4,239.00
Difference for August -$1,594.33

Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia & Lector
Wednesday —Dorothy Rehagen- Glorious

Lector: Doris

Stumpe

Offertory Gifts — St. Cecilia

Sunday Ushers

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR LAST WILL & TESTAMENT.
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VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a votive candle in church is $3.00.
MASS STIPENDS: $10.00

BAPTISM PREPARATION: Please call the rectory to schedule a meeting and date for Baptism.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least six months prior to the desired date.

BULLETIN NOTICES is Wednesday at noon. PARISH BULLETINS: If you are needing a bulletin and Church is locked at
St. Thomas the Apostle, there are some on the Vitae House front porch.

SCRIP: Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program. Please contact
Amanda Wooten 573-694-1735 or amandab27@hotmail.com

SNACKS FOR QUILTERS: Please bring snacks to the hall by 1:00 p.m.; snacks are served at 3:00 p.m. If you have any
questions, please contact Emily Luebbering at 573-477-3459 or Kathy Strope at 573-477-3349. Quilter’s luncheon may be
dropped off Wednesday night 7:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m. (Evening quilting) or St. Thomas the Apostle School.

Thurs. August 27- Terra Luebbering & Marlene Luebbering Thursday, September 3 — Donna Luebbering & Tami Luebbering

Liturgical Role Schedule for August 29 & 30

Saturday, 5:00 PM

Sunday, 8:00 AM

Sunday, 10:00 AM

Altar Servers

Akin, Noah
Fennewald, Emerald
Fennewald, Georgia
Volmert, Stella

Bock, Eli
Schroeder, Tucker

Buechter, Aliyah
Buechter, Gavin
Lackman, Virgil
Libbert, Cadyn

Boessen, Marshall Stumpe, Doris Knights of Columbus
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Carter, Jan Plassmeyer, Dominic

Wansing, Brenda Plassmeyer, Mary
Lector Lackman, Lisa Even, Jennifer Knights of Columbus
Rosary Leader: Joyful Herigon, Dale Schroeder, Jennifer Knights of Columbus

Akin, Phil Stumpe, Mitch Knights of Columbus

Greeters/Ushers Holterman, Adam Schulte, Leonard
Lo Schroeder, Jeanette Borgmeyer, Emilie Prenger, Jackie
Music Ministry .
Brand, Mary Kay Luebbering, Doug
Live Stream Becker, Jenny

Helton, Dale Kliethermes, Jean

Kliethermes, Keith

Count Collections _
Helton, Margie

St. Thomas Church Cleaners Buechter, Susan - Graessle, Barb - Henson, Sonya - Schell, Brenda

55" WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION: Please join Bob and Susan Buschjost, and their family, for an open house on
Saturday, August 29 at 6:00 pm at the St. Thomas KC Hall. Enjoy a light dinner, refreshments and great company as we
celebrate 55 years!

PASTORS MEDITATION: 215t SUNDAY OF THE YEAR: JESUS THE MESSIAH, PETER THE ROCK. (Is. 22:19-23; Rom.
11:33-36; Mt. 16:13-20) We might call this Sunday “Power Sunday” because all three readings reflect that God is the Source of
all authority. God shares His authority with the Pope and with the other Church leaders and civil rulers elected to serve the
people for the material and spiritual welfare of His children. The first reading, taken from Isaiah, tells us how God hates unfaithful
and selfish officials. He removed the proud “master of the royal palace” from his office, taking from Shebna the power and
responsibility of which he had proven unworthy, and gave both to the humble and faithful Eliakim. The robe, the sash, and the
keys were the insignia of this office. In today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 138), David thanks God for having raised him from lowly
origins and given him authority as king over the people of Israel. In the second reading, St. Paul praises God for the depth of His
wisdom, knowledge, and correct judgment, asserting that He is the Source of all authority on earth and in Heaven. Today’s
Gospel challenges us to accept the authority of Jesus as our Lord and Savior as St. Peter did at Caesarea Philippi. Peter
confessed Jesus as his Lord and Savior and how Jesus, in turn, approved Peter’s words and gave him teaching and ruling
authority in Jesus’ Church. Thus, Jesus establishes a “Magisterium” to serve the spiritual and physical needs of the Church
members. His statement, “I will give you the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven,” gives Peter and his successors the power to bind
and to loose (make laws; exercise authority) in the Church, with assurance that their decisions would be ratified in Heaven. This
implies that we need to accept and experience Jesus as our Lord and personal Savior, meaning that we are accepting Jesus as
our Good Shepherd, our Divine Savior, and our Redeemer. Second, Jesus should become a living experience for us, as our
God protecting us and providing for us in our life’s journey, loving us, forgiving us, helping us, and transforming our lives and
outlook. We receive these gifts by listening to Jesus through the daily, meditative reading of the Bible, by talking to Jesus
through daily, personal, communal and liturgical prayers, by offering our lives on the altar with Jesus whenever we participate in
the Holy Mass, by receiving Jesus in Holy Communion, and by leading exemplary lives, as we cooperate with God’s grace. Our
personal experience of Jesus will also lead us to praise and thank God in all the events of our lives, both pleasant, and painful,
realizing that God’s loving hands are behind everything. We need to surrender our lives to Jesus, our Lord and Savior, and
surrender requires that we freely give all areas of our lives to Jesus and radiate to all around us Jesus’ sacrificial agape love,
unconditional forgiveness, overflowing mercy, and committed service. The joy, the love, and the peace that we find in Jesus
need to be reflected in the way we live our whole lives. We also surrender our lives to Jesus by rendering loving, humble service
to others with the strong conviction that Jesus is present in every person. Have a blessed week! Fr. Leonard Mukiibi

LITTLE SAINTS SUNDAY SCHOOL.: Dear Little Saints Sunday School family, we are ready to jump back into things! First, we
want to send our appreciation for allowing us the time to welcome new little ones to our growing families! We missed you all and
are so excited to see everyone's faces again. This time around we will be doing things a little differently. We will now plan to
meet at 10 o'clock Mass on THE FIRST SUNDAY of every month only. We are hoping this change will allow for more kiddos to
join us while allowing us the time to still be present during Mass each week. In the remaining weeks, we will have activity sheets
in the back that will continue that month's lesson for your kiddo to have during Mass/as they leave. As a reminder this is open to
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those ages 3 years old- start of kindergarten. We will start back up the first Sunday of September (September 5th). Any
questions, concerns or if you'd like to be on a volunteer list should we need please reach out to Mason Otto at (573) 680-7814 or
Jessica Peters at (573) 644-4714. Thank you!

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PSR: Classes for 2nd-7th grade begin on September 2. Classes for the 2026/27 school
year will start at 6:30 p.m.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL STUDENTS are having a Pizza Haus Gift Card Fundraiser: The St. Thomas the
Apostle School students are selling $20 gift cards for Pizza Haus. The gift cards can be used at all the locations (Wardsville,
Westphalia, and St. Martins). Reach out to school or a school family if you want to claim your card/s today! The fundraiser lasts
until September 9. Cards will be distributed at the end of September. Proceeds go toward student sports, student supplies, field
trips, field day, Catholic Schools Week, teacher gifts and more! Thank you for your support!

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PRESCHOOL: If you have a child, ages 3 or 4 and have been thinking about preschool, please
call Lizzie Linhardt, llinhardt@stacs.school 573-645-5605 or the school office 573-477-3322. If you have any questions or would
like to set up a one on one meeting and school tour, please contact the school office. Please check out and like St. Thomas the
Apostle Preschool Facebook page.

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY: On Sunday, September 20 at the:10:00 am Mass, we will be celebrating Catechetical Sunday. We
would like to recognize all Teachers of Religion - St. Thomas the Apostle School and PSR Teachers. Please plan on
attending this Mass as we celebrate our teachers.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS! Thursday, August 27, 6:30 pm Home & School Meeting

COLLEGE STUDENTS: Please visit www.newmanconnection.org to stay connected with your Catholic Faith.

COR MEN’S GATHERING: All men are invited to our next COR Men’s Gathering on Tuesday, August 25, at 7:00 PM at the
St. Stanislaus/St. Margaret Community Center (KofC Hall). We continue our Mission of the Family series with Session 3: “The
Gift of Children.” Join us for an evening of prayer, formation, fellowship, and meaningful discussion as we discover God’s plan
for the family and our important role as Catholic men. Bring a friend and join us! One personal invitation can make a difference.

SAVE THE DATES:
St. Thomas the Apostle 30" Annual Fall Fantasy — Saturday, November 7, 2026
Sunday, September 20 - Meta Citizens Civic League Fall Festival

St. Thomas The Apostle Parish Picnic 2026 Results

The Picnic Committee would like to thank everyone for generous donations to the Country Store, including pies, bread, vegetables, and
other donated items. THANK YOU to all who worked, especially those who baked and quilted for hours in advance, Chicken Fryers
who endured extreme heat in the fry room all day, those who also helped before and/or after picnic day, worked multiple shifts, in
multiple areas, etc. A big THANK YOU to all who donated items for the Grand Raffle and purchased quilts! THANK YOU to Father
Leonard, for your prayers and support! Together, we made Sunday a very successful event, in spite of the extreme heat. The
cooperation and sense of community in our Parish is awesome, and on display once again on Picnic Day. THANK YOU ALL for your
generosity, time, talent, and donations!

In lieu of a post-picnic meeting, we ask that all stand chairpersons document any suggestions, notes, or input regarding their specific
area. Please email your thoughts to any of the designated committee members listed below or call us directly to share them. All input
will be documented, with consideration for changes discussed during the 2027 picnic planning process.

Please provide any input by August 31:

Phil Akin phillipakin707 @gmail.com (573) 690-1251
Kathy Graessle kagraessle@uwilliamskeepers.com (573) 418-5414
Lisa Lackman llackman@blairoaks.org (573) 338-2703
Larry Lueckenhoff  Larry.Lueckenhoff@gmail.com (573) 619-6783
Debbie Strope Dmstrope21@gmail.com (573) 680-0046

2026 St. Thomas the Apostle Picnic - Income Before Expenses
Beer $7,339.00

Bingo $1,198.75

Concession Stand $1,403.50

Country Store $4,824.75

Dinner — Dine-In and Carry Outs $34,110.00
Grand Raffle $4,407.00

Hoop-A-La $340.55

Kettle Corn $100.00

Kidsville &amp; Bounce House $775.00
Kitchen Sales $2,416.00

Muffin Pan $244.30

Quilt Auction $35,525.00

Dessert Auction $4,550.00

50/50 Raffle $710.00

TOTAL $97,943.85

2026 St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Picnic Raffle

$1,000 Cash —(Diamond Pet Foods) - Lucy Holterman

Handmade Quilt (Mid-America Bank) -Cooper Hamacher

$500 Cash (Representative Rudy Veit) — John & Angela Christian

$250 Cash (Williams-Keepers, LLC) — Pat Schellman

Handmade Quilt (Bluebird Quilting) — Bev Peters

Gift Basket of Rowe Casa Organics Products (The Hair Company) — Mary Fennewald

$200.00 Cash (Skyline Exterior) — Lesley Kampeter

Certificate of Award 6 bags Traeger Pellets and $50 off new Traeger Grill (St. Elizabeth TV & Appliance) — Henry Buechter
Gift basket of Self Care Products including $50 gift certificate to Katy Bashore, Esthetician (Peak Sport & Spine) — Richard
Stegeman
10. $100 Cash
11. $100 Cash
12. $100 Cash
13. $100 Cash
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Fancher-Rekus Funeral Homes) — TJ Loethen
Leap of Faith Preschool — Dave Kaiser

MFA Exchange, Meta) — Mike Luebbering

Cole County Industries) — Rob & Sonya Henson

Py
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14.
15.
16.
17.
. “Called to Heaven” Sonnet Chimes (St. Thomas Parishioner) — Tressa Kroll
19.
20.
. $50.00 Cash (J-Storage) — AJ & Brenda Wansing
22.
23.
24,
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$100 Cash & Diving Mercy Sign (Knights of Columbus Council #2149) — Janet Lueckenhoff
Burgers’ Smokehouse Ham (Burger Specialty Foods) — Janet Roark

Summer Fun Gift Basket (Jefferson Bank of Missouri) — Mike Kaiser

13” Oak Frame Coca-Cola Clock (Coca Cola Bottling Company — Jeanne Herigon

$50.00 Cash (Wieberg Red-E-Mix, Inc) — Tami Luebbering
$50.00 Cash (St. Thomas Babbtown Mutual Insurance) — Anne Adam

$50.00 Cash (Hilke’s Ice Company) — Barb Graessle

$30.00 Cash (Linn Printing Co.) — Ryan Buschjost

Orthopedic Pillow (Kayser Chiropractic) — Cody Braun

Tickets Courtesy of Hilke’s Ice Co, Laron & Donna Hilke, Freeburg, MO

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Picnic 2026 Quilt Auction
Butterfly tea towels 7 — John & Angela Christian $150

Pigs Tea Towels 6 — Mid-America Bank $175

Movin on Baby Quilt — Maria Belew - $500

The Great American Quilt — Angie Wallace - $500

Lake Life Tea Towels 7- Rudy Veit - $125

Stacked Cake — Elite Turf - $1,000

Deer in Pine Baby Quilt — Jake Vogel $800

Gentle Garden — Mid America Bank $1,750

Overall Bill tea towels 7 —Cole Czarnecki $175

. Patchwork Lamb baby quilt — Cole Veltrop $400

. Star Trails Throw —Neir Farms, Keith & Doris Neier $1,400

. Farm Sweet Christmas tea towels 7- Double Check Glass, Shane Hoecker $225
. Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star baby quilt — Brandon Kampeter $600

. Fruit Tea Towels 8-Cole Czarnecki $100

. Vintage Moments — John & Angela Christian $3,200

. Vintage Heirloom Delong — Rudy Veit $1,200

. Flowers Tea Towels 7 —Maria Belew $125

. Pink Teddy Bear baby quilt —Jake Vogel $600

. Simply Serene — Belew Enterprises, Robbie & Elizabeth Belew $1,500
. Lady Bug Tea Towels 10- Alan & Lynne Reinkemeyer $200

. Jungle Animals baby quilt -Maria Belew $550

. Vintage Animals baby quilt —Alan & Lynne Reinkemeyer $275

. Wilderness tea towels 10-Adam & Kara Holterman $225

. Trip Around the World — Justin & Samantha Schulte $2,750

. Scrap Happy — Maria Belew $3,000

. Turkeys in the Wild baby quilt —Jerry & Jacqueline Wankum $575

. Bird tea towels 7 —Shelly Suthoff $175

. Quatrafoil -Mid America Bank $1,750

. Bears & Balloons baby quilt —John & Angela Christian $225

. Sunbonnet Sue tea towels 7-Haley Borgmeyer $175

. Majestic Buck baby quilt —Elite Turf $950

. Vegetable in Basket tea-towels 7-Bruce Sassman $100

. Prairie Sky — Sharon Kirkweg $1,500

. Scrappy Pinwheel baby quilt -Mike Kampeter $1,100

. Farm Friends baby quilt — Margaret Adam - $750

. American Farmall baby quilt -Mid MO Bin Service, TJ Loethen $950
. Rolling Stars —Sharon Kirkweg $3,250

. Simply Serene — Rudy Veit $2,500

Dessert Auction

Country Ham —(Anonymous) Klint Luebbering $125

Apple Pie — (Roseanne Boessen) Mason Luebbering $125
Chocolate Pie (Roseanne Boessen) Hayden Hurst $75
Cherry Pie (Roseanne Boessen) Bruce Sassman $125

Oreo Dirt Cake (Luebbering Lost Rock Farm, Gary & Linda Luebbering) Marc & Meghan Rackers $150

Blueberry Pie (Roseanne Boessen) Hurst Tax Accounting, Tom Hurst) $100
Lemon Meringue Pie (Lucy Suthoff) Marc & Meghan Rackers $200

Hickory Nut Pie (Roseanne Boessen) Bruce Sassman $75

Peach Pie (Roseanne Boessen) Bruce Sassman $75

. German Chocolate Cake (Barb Graessle) Lauren & Clayton Graessle $700

. Oatmeal Cake (Linda Boessen) Olean Small Animals Sale-Hayden Hurst $50

. Blueberry Cheesecake (Roseanne Boessen) Marc & Meghan Rackers $125

. Strawberry Cake (Roseanne Boessen) Mason Luebbering $125

. Angel Food Cake (Lillian Lackman) Keith & Doris Neier $150

. Cherry Cheesecake (Roseanne Boessen) Twin Oaks Farm, Michael Luebbering $225
. Blackberry Pie (Roseanne Boessen) Klint Luebbering $75

. Coconut Cream Pie (Lucy Suthoff) Sandra Kloeppel $100

. Whiskey Cake (Clayton Boessen) Oak Tavern Market, Paul Lackman Il $100

. Banana Cream Pie (Roseann Boessen) Elite Turf $275

. Two Mini Cakes (Sweet Sisters) Kara Holterman $300

. Blackberry Cobbler & one gallon of ice cream (Jeanine Belew) Belew Farms $425

. Butterscotch Cookies (Roseanne Boessen) Angela Rowden $75

. Gooseberry Pie (Emily Luebbering) Myron & Lindsay Luebbering $275

. Cinnamon Rolls (Lillian Lackman) South Central Regional Stockyard $250

. Double Chocolate Sourdough Bread (Oak Tavern Market, Katie Lackman) Klint Luebbering $250



Proposed Capital Improvement — St. Thomas Ball Field Lights
The St Thomas Parish Pastoral Council, St Thomas Park Board and the St Thomas Finance Committee has been monitoring the
condition of the ballfield lights over the last few years. The current lights were originally installed in 1976 (50 years ago). The light
poles are at least 10 years beyond the recommend life of the treated wood poles and the halide lights are outdated and
inefficient. Former parishioner (and electrician) Dan Lindenbusch was interviewed about the original installation of the ballfield lights,
how they were installed, how the poles were purchased and delivered (came via Rock Island Rail and hauled from Meta to St Thomas
on hay wagons), etc.

Mr. Lindenbusch recalled many of the people (besides himself) who were instrumental in helping get our current lights installed
back in 1976. Some of the names mentioned included Butch and Joe Lee Loethen, Andy Suthoff, Vic Otto, Quentin Koenig, Bernie
Luetkemeyer, Alex Heckman, Barney Schell, Alphonse Kroll, Frank Twehous, Tom Kliegel, Dick Rackers, Harold Libbert, Bob
Jurgensmeyer, Leo Holtmeyer, Gerald Luebbering, Bill Lueckenhoff and undoubtedly many others.

The bottom line is the current ballfield lights have served us well, and it is now time to consider replacing them for our future
generations to enjoy.

With this in mind, the St Thomas Parish is exploring an estimate to replace the current ballfield lights with modern metal poles with
energy efficient LED lighting. Once an estimate is in hand, an official request will be made to the Jefferson City Diocese for approval to
proceed.

Should you have any questions, input or concerns, please feel free to call Alan Reinkemeyer at 573-694-6984.







