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St. Thomas the Apostle
in St. Thomas

www.stthomasapostle.net
www.stthomasapostleschool.net

St. Cecilia
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www.stceciliameta.net

PO Box 146
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22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

August 30, 2026

Pastor: Fr. Leonard Mukiibi
frleonardmukiibi@gmail.com
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer
Jjheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com

St. Thomas the Apostle Admin. Secretary:
Mrs. Theresa Veit

School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer
Iheckemeyer@stacs.school

School: 573-477-3322 Fax: 573-477-3700

Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff

dlueckenhoffoffice@gmail.com

St. Cecilia Bookkeeper:
Mrs. Doris Stumpe

tveitoffice@gmail.com

dstumpeoffice@gmail.com

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
*School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 — 5:00 p.m. or by appointment
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Wednesdays 5:00 — 6:15 p.m. and
Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father.

Saint Thomas the Apostle
Mass Schedule for the Week of August 30-Sept. 6

Tuesday 7:45 am
Wednesday 7:45 am

Roy & Lidwina Brockman

Jim Reinkemeyer

Thursday 7:45 am
Friday 7:45 am

Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am

L&D Norbert Boessen Family
Dianne Herigon

L&D Veit & Jaegers Family
People of our Parishes

Your Sunday Offering

Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $360,000.00
Offertory Goal through Month End $60,000.00
Actual Collection for 2026-2027 $55,279.15
Offertory Difference Year to Date -$4,720.85
Offertory Goal for August $30,000.00
Collection in Church

August 2 $4,526.02
August 9 $5,842.10
August 16 $2,118.10
August 23 $5,802.57
August 30

Collection Online $8,128.00
August Total to Date $26,416.79
Difference for August -$3,583.21

WEEKDAY SERVERS:
Allie Siebeneck & Gavin Buechter

Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle

Bob Schellman - Sorrowful
Bob Schellman - Glorious
Dale Herigon — Luminous
Jim Lueckenhoff — Sorrowful

Tuesday 7:25 am
Wednesday 7:25 am
Thursday 7:25 am
Friday 7:25 am

Offertory Gifts — St. Thomas the Apostle

Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am

Family of Veit & Jaegers
Ushers

Saint Cecilia
Mass Schedule for the Week of Aug. 30-Sept. 6

Wednesday 6:30 pm Jackie Luebbert

Sunday 8:00 am Lawrence & Kathleen
Lueckenotto 60" Wedding
Anniversary

Your Sunday Offering

Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $70,000.00

Collection Total for 2026-2027 $9,095.00

Offertory Goal per Month for August $5,833.33

Collection in Church

August 2 $1,506.00

August 9 $1,492.00

August 16 $1,214.00

August 23 $ 729.00

August 30

August Total to Date $4,954.00

Difference for August -$879.33

Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia & Lector
Wednesday —Dorothy Rehagen- Glorious

Lector: Emilie
Borgmeyer

Offertory Gifts — St. Cecilia

Sunday Family of Lawrence & Kathleen

Lueckenotto


mailto:tveitoffice@gmail.com

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR LAST WILL & TESTAMENT.

VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a votive candle in church is $3.00.

MASS STIPENDS: $10.00

BAPTISM PREPARATION: Please call the rectory to schedule a meeting and date for Baptism.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least six months prior to the desired date.

BULLETIN NOTICES is Wednesday at noon. PARISH BULLETINS: If you are needing a bulletin and Church is locked at

St. Thomas the Apostle, there are some on the Vitae House front porch.

SCRIP: Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program. Please contact

Amanda Wooten 573-694-1735 or

SNACKS FOR QUILTERS: Please bring snacks to the hall by 1:00 p.m.; snacks are served at 3:00 p.m. If you have any
questions, please contact Emily Luebbering at 573-477-3459 or Kathy Strope at 573-477-3349. Quilter's luncheon may be
dropped off Wednesday night 7:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m. (Evening quilting) or St. Thomas the Apostle School.
Thursday, Sept. 3 — Donna Luebbering & Tami Luebbering Thursday, Sept. 10 -Mary Pat Luebbering & Noreen Luebbering

Liturgical Role Schedule for September 5 & 6

Saturday, 5:00 PM

Sunday, 8:00 AM

Sunday, 10:00 AM

Altar Servers

Buschjost, Ava
Luebbering, Hank
Wooten, Barrett
Wooten, Evelyn

Schroeder, Tucker
Werdehausen, Gavin

Luebbering, Isaac
Luebbering, Isabella
Luebbering, Oliver
Prenger, Emmary

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

Wansing, Brenda

Heckman, Holly
Otto, Ashlie

Hagenhoff, Betty

Even, Jennifer
Libbert, Pam

Lueckenhoff, Janet

Lueckenhoff, Linda
Prenger, Matt

Lector

Holterman, Kara

Even, Jennifer

Lueckenhoff, Larry

Rosary Leader: Joyful

Herigon, Dale

Rehagen, Dorothy

Lueckenhoff, Jim

Greeters/Ushers

Boessen, Keith
Wooten, Michael

Hagenhoff, Randy
Libbert, Pam

Lueckenhoff, Larry
Loethen, Mark

Music Ministry

Schroeder, Jeanette
Wooten, Amanda

Hurst, Lydia

Stockman, Alanna
Strope, Anne

Live Stream

Reinkemeyer, Karlie

Count Collections

Libbert, Dolores
Libbert, Pam

Henson, Sonya
Wieberg, Millie

St. Thomas Church Cleaners

Luebbering, Gina - Luebbering, Karen - Pace, Brooke - Stockman, Tina

PASTORS MEDITATION: 22" SUNDAY OF THE YEAR: ACCEPTING A SUFFERING MESSIAH. (Jer. 20:7-9; Rom. 12:1-2;
Mt. 16:21-27) Today’s readings explain how we should practice true, dynamic Christian discipleship. The Gospel passage
reminds us that Christian discipleship demands self-control (“Deny yourself’), the willingness to suffer (“take up your cross”), the
readiness to follow Jesus by obeying his commandment of love, and the ongoing surrender of our whole being to God (“to offer
our bodies as a living sacrifice to God” (Rom 12:1). Jeremiah, in the first reading, is certainly a prototype of the suffering Christ.
In the Responsorial Psalm (Ps 63), the Psalmist manifests his profound trust in God, just as Jeremiah himself does. In the
second reading, Paul advises the Romans and us (Rom 12:1-2): to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice to God by explicitly
rejecting the ungodly behavior of the world around us, by discerning and doing the will of God. furthermore in the Gospel, Jesus
takes his disciples by surprise when, after Peter’s great confession of Faith, Jesus announces that he “must go to Jerusalem
and suffer greatly from the elders, the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised.” After correcting
Peter’s protest, Jesus announces the three conditions of Christian discipleship: “Deny yourself, take up your cross and follow
me.” True disciples of Christ are: a) truly compassionate, willing to visit and help the infected, the sick in hospitals, the
incontinent elderly, the handicapped, those who suffer dementia in nursing homes, and AIDS patients in hospices; b) truly
humble, able to see that every good gift comes from God alone, that His gifts to us of time, personal talents, and resources
should inspire gratitude, not pride; c) truly patient, committed to working with challenging children, adolescents with problems,
young adults who are struggling with their Faith, with the intellectually challenged and with those suffering dementia; d) truly
forgiving, willing to forgive not just once, or twice, but again and again, because they know that God has forgiven them again
and again; e) truly loving, willingly visit people in prisons, in retirement homes, and in homeless shelters; and f) truly faithful,
living out a committed, trusting relationship with God, with spouse, with family and friends. We need to ask these questions as
we examine our conscience. A true disciple examines his or her conscience every day, asking three questions about
discipleship: a) Am | sacrificing a part of my time, talents, and income b) Am | practicing self-control over my thoughts, words,
deeds, and use of mass media, to put loving restriction on the cell phone and Internet activities of my children? c¢) Am | training
my children in my Faith in a loving, providing, redeeming God by encouraging them, as we spend some time together as a
family, praying and reading the Bible? d) Am | teaching my children through example and word to pardon each other, to ask for
God'’s pardon for our own sins and failures, to thank God for His blessings, and to participate in teaching religion to the children
and youth programs? Have a blessed week! Fr. Leonard Mukiibi

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE HOLY HOUR & ANOINTING OF THE SICK is Friday, September 4, 7:00 pm.

ST. CECILIA PRAYER LINE REQUESTS can be made by calling Katie Lueckenotto at 573-229-4318 or 573-619-6454.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH PRAYER LINE REQUESTS should be emailed to Theresa Veit at
tveitoffice@gmail.com or by calling 573-418-7301.

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND: If you would like to receive Holy Communion at home on another
day other than Friday morning, please contact Father Leonard at 573-477-3315.
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LITTLE SAINTS SUNDAY SCHOOL: Dear Little Saints Sunday School family, we are ready to jump back into things! First, we
want to send our appreciation for allowing us the time to welcome new little ones to our growing families! We missed you all and
are so excited to see everyone's faces again. This time around we will be doing things a little differently. We will now plan to
meet at 10 o'clock Mass on THE FIRST SUNDAY of every month only. We are hoping this change will allow for more kiddos to
join us while allowing us the time to still be present during Mass each week. In the remaining weeks, we will have activity sheets
in the back that will continue that month's lesson for your kiddo to have during Mass/as they leave. As a reminder this is open to
those ages 3 years old- start of kindergarten. We will start back up the first Sunday of September (September 5th). Any
questions, concerns or if you'd like to be on a volunteer list should we need please reach out to Mason Otto at (573) 680-7814 or
Jessica Peters at (573) 644-4714. Thank you!

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PSR: Classes for 2nd-7th grade begin on September 2. Classes for the 2026/27 school
year will start at 6:30 p.m.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL STUDENTS are having a Pizza Haus Gift Card Fundraiser: The St. Thomas the
Apostle School students are selling $20 gift cards for Pizza Haus. The gift cards can be used at all the locations (Wardsville,
Westphalia, and St. Martins). Reach out to school or a school family if you want to claim your card/s today! The fundraiser lasts
until September 9. Cards will be distributed at the end of September. Proceeds go toward student sports, student supplies, field
trips, field day, Catholic Schools Week, teacher gifts and more! Thank you for your support!

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PRESCHOOL: If you have a child, ages 3 or 4 and have been thinking about preschool, please
call Lizzie Linhardt, llinhardt@stacs.school 573-645-5605 or the school office 573-477-3322. If you have any questions or would
like to set up a one on one meeting and school tour, please contact the school office. Please check out and like St. Thomas the
Apostle Preschool Facebook page.

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY: On Sunday, September 20 at the:10:00 am Mass, we will be celebrating Catechetical Sunday. We
would like to recognize all Teachers of Religion - St. Thomas the Apostle School and PSR Teachers. Please plan on
attending this Mass as we celebrate our teachers.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS! Labor Day — No School Prek-8

SILENT AUCTION: St. Thomas the Apostle School will be hosting a Spring Silent Auction in April of 2027. We will be taking
donations next spring. Just putting the date out in case donors need to start making or preparing items now.

COLLEGE STUDENTS: Please visit www.newmanconnection.org to stay connected with your Catholic Faith.

THE KC LADIE’S AUXILIARY is hosting a Baby Bottle Fundraiser for the PHC (Pregnancy Help Center). Baby bottles will be
available this weekend, August 29/30, for placing donations in. They will be collected in two weeks, September 12/13. Any and
all donations are greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

BREAKING THE SILENCE OF ABUSE: As a Diocese, we are committed to breaking the silence of abuse. When someone is
reporting abuse, we must acknowledge their pain and how difficult it is to talk about it. False allegations are very rare. Our initial
response to someone who is disclosing abuse for the first time must be compassionate. For those who need to report abuse,
encourage them to contact our Victims Assistance Coordinator, Jacqueline Baldwin, (573-694-3199) and to make use of the
appropriate State of Missouri hotline (1-800-392-3738) or the Attorney General’s clergy abuse online form. All of this information
is also on our website, under the ‘report abuse’ tab. For those who want information or want to convey a message to Bishop
O’Donnell, please encourage them to write to us at reportabuse@diojeffcity.org

ST. STANISLAUS ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS OPEN: Sunday 2:00-3:00 a.m. (1 st Sunday only), Sunday 2:00-3:00 p.m.
(4th and 5th Sundays) Thursday morning 2:00-3:00 a.m., Friday 12:00 noon-1:00 p.m. (every other Friday, beginning September
11). Please call Donna at 680-1470 if you would like to take an hour.

HOLY FAMILY PARISH PICNIC, FREEBURG is Sunday, September 6, serving chicken & roast beef dinners from 11:30-7:00
pm. Drive thru 11:00 am to 4:00 pm at the American Legion Hall, no custom orders. Quilt auction 5:00 pm.

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA FALL FESTIVAL, FOLK is Sunday, September 13, serving roast beef and sausage dinners from
11:00 am to 6:00 pm. Meals $16.00. Shooting match, starting at noon. Quilt & pie auction 5:00 pm.

SAVE THE DATES:
Sunday, September 20 - Meta Citizens Civic League Fall Festival
St. Thomas the Apostle 30" Annual Fall Fantasy — Saturday, November 7, 2026

Proposed Capital Improvement — St. Thomas Ball Field Lights
The St Thomas Parish Pastoral Council, St Thomas Park Board and the St Thomas Finance Committee has been monitoring the
condition of the ballfield lights over the last few years. The current lights were originally installed in 1976 (50 years ago). The light
poles are at least 10 years beyond the recommend life of the treated wood poles and the halide lights are outdated and
inefficient. Former parishioner (and electrician) Dan Lindenbusch was interviewed about the original installation of the ballfield lights,
how they were installed, how the poles were purchased and delivered (came via Rock Island Rail and hauled from Meta to St Thomas
on hay wagons), etc.

Mr. Lindenbusch recalled many of the people (besides himself) who were instrumental in helping get our current lights installed
back in 1976. Some of the names mentioned included Butch and Joe Lee Loethen, Andy Suthoff, Vic Otto, Quentin Koenig, Bernie
Luetkemeyer, Alex Heckman, Barney Schell, Alphonse Kroll, Frank Twehous, Tom Kliegel, Dick Rackers, Harold Libbert, Bob
Jurgensmeyer, Leo Holtmeyer, Gerald Luebbering, Bill Lueckenhoff and undoubtedly many others.

The bottom line is the current ballfield lights have served us well, and it is now time to consider replacing them for our future
generations to enjoy.

With this in mind, the St Thomas Parish is exploring an estimate to replace the current ballfield lights with modern metal poles with
energy efficient LED lighting. Once an estimate is in hand, an official request will be made to the Jefferson City Diocese for approval to
proceed.

Should you have any questions, input or concerns, please feel free to call Alan Reinkemeyer at 573-694-6984.
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2026 5t. Cecilia Picnic

INCOME: Meat Collection 275.00
Beer Stand 3,099.00

Bingo Stand 349,75

Craft/Country Store 1,815.00

Dinner Tickets 22,211.00

Game Tickets 473.00

Raffle Stands 2,326.00

Sandwich Stand 938.45

Kitchen Sales (Includes purchase from Civic League) 1.586.66

Quilt Auction (Parish Oniy) 15,087.50

Dessert & More Auction 4,365.00

Popcom 100.00

Donations 284.00

Raffle Prize Donations 1,825.00

Total Income: 54,735.36

EXPENSES: Raffle: Raffle Prize Wininer Payout 1,825.00
Advertising: Faughn Media [News Tribune) 165.00

The Advertiser (Miller County Autogram]) 68.00

Linn Printing (Quilt Posters, Raffle Tickets & WorkList) 322.33

Warden Publishing {Unterrified Democrat) 283.00

Diocese of Jefferson City (Catholic Missourian Ad) 168.00

Dinner Graves Menu Maker Foods 2,876.65

Big Bears £,919.00

Betty Hagenhoff [Groceries, Postage, Misc items) T767.07

Refreshments Fechtel Beverage 861.90

Gin Rikki Supplies 483.65

Liquor License Fees 53.50

Loose Creek Oil {Joe Borgmeyer lce) 388.00

Dutside Games fActivities MO Gaming Commission (Bingo License) 25.00

Erika Rissee (Toys etc for Toyland) 154.29

Miscellaneous Winter-Dent {One Day Event Insurance) 125.00

Total Expenses: 15,485.39

INCOME LESS EXPEMSES: 39,249.97
CIVIC LEAGUE FEES: 4% of Net 1,570.00
Civic League Hall Rental 50.00

Cooler Rental {4 days @ 510 per day) 40.00

Total Paid to Civic League for use of Premises 1.660.00

PROFIT: 37,589.97

c League qu

MeTa MO

(20 miles south of J'effer'son City on Rt. B)

September 20

Pork Sausage & Fried Chicken

-BUFFET STYLE - CARRY OUT OR DINE IN-
11:00 am - 6:00 pm

ADULTS $16.00 CHILDREN 6 TO 12 $8.00 5 & UNDER FREE
ALL CARRY OUTS ARE $16.00

MENU: Pork sausage, fried chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy,
green beans,sweet potatoes, slaw and home-baked desserts

4¢ Beer Garden - Gin Rickie

4¢ Sandwich Stand Big Raffle
$¢ Kettle Corn and

¢ Bingo

& Toyland Country Store

4¢ Gently Used Items

54,735.36

1,825.00

1,006.33

10,562.72

1,787.05

179.29

125.00
15,485.39









