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Pastor: Fr. Leonard Mukiibi
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Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer
Jjheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com

St. Thomas the Apostle Admin. Secretary:
Mrs. Theresa Veit
tveitoffice@gmail.com

School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer
Iheckemeyer@stacs.school

School: 573-477-3322 Fax: 573-477-3700

Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff

dlueckenhoffoffice@gmail.com

St. Cecilia Bookkeeper:
Mrs. Doris Stumpe
dstumpeoffice@gmail.com

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
*School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 — 5:00 p.m. or by appointment
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Wednesdays 5:00 — 6:15 p.m. and
Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father.

Saint Thomas the Apostle
Mass Schedule for the Week of September 13-20

Tuesday 7:45 am
Wednesday 7:45 am

Herb & Imogene Volmert
L&D Virgil Kirkweg Family

Thursday 7:45 am
Friday 7:45 am

Roman Plassmeyer
Laverne & Daniel Dubbert

Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am

People of our Parishes
L&D Knights of Columbus

Members
Your Sunday Offering
Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $360,000.00
Offertory Goal through Month End $90,000.00
Actual Collection for 2026-2027 $72,064.85
Offertory Difference Year to Date -$17,935.15
Offertory Goal for September $30,000.00
Collection in Church
September 6 $5,128.10
September 13
September 20
September 27
Collection Online $6,595.50
September Total to Date $11,723.60
Difference for September -$18,276.40

WEEKDAY SERVERS:
Evelyn Wooten & Georgia Fennewald

Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle

Bob Schellman - Sorrowful
Bob Schellman - Glorious
Dale Herigon — Luminous
Jim Lueckenhoff — Sorrowful

Tuesday 7:25 am
Wednesday 7:25 am
Thursday, 7:25 am
Friday, 7:25 am

Offertory Gifts — St. Thomas the Apostle

Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am

Ushers
Knights of Columbus

Saint Cecilia
Mass Schedule for the Week of September 13-20

Wednesday 6:30 pm Anna Otto & Marsha Meyer

Sunday 8:00 am Vince & Brad Reinkemeyer
Your Sunday Offering

Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $70,000.00
Collection Total for 2026-2027 $12,489.00
Offertory Goal per Month for September $5,833.33
Collection in Church

September 6 $1,996.55
September 13

September 20

September 27

September Total to Date $1,996.55
Difference for September -$3,836.78

Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia & Lector
Wednesday —Dorothy Rehagen - Glorious

Lector: Emilie

Borgmeyer

Offertory Gifts — St. Cecilia

Sunday Family of Vince & Brad Reinkemeyer


mailto:tveitoffice@gmail.com

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR LAST WILL & TESTAMENT.

VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a votive candle in church is $3.00.
MASS STIPENDS: $10.00

BAPTISM PREPARATION: Please call the rectory to schedule a meeting and date for Baptism.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least six months prior to the desired date.

BULLETIN NOTICES is Wednesday at noon. PARISH BULLETINS: If you are needing a bulletin and Church is locked at
St. Thomas the Apostle, there are some on the Vitae House front porch.

SCRIP: Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program. Please contact
Amanda Wooten 573-694-1735 or

SNACKS FOR QUILTERS: Please bring snacks to the hall by 1:00 p.m.; snacks are served at 3:00 p.m. If you have any
questions, please contact Emily Luebbering at 573-477-3459 or Kathy Strope at 573-477-3349. Quilter's luncheon may be
dropped off Wednesday night 7:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m. (Evening quilting) or St. Thomas the Apostle School.

Thursday, Sept. 17- Linda Luebbering & Kasie Luebbering Thursday, Sept. 24 — Dee Luebbering & Julia Luebbering

Liturgical Role Schedule for September 19 & 20
Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM
Akin, Noah Bock, Eli Libbert, Jayden
Otto, Benjamin Schroeder, Annaline Rackers, Emmett
Altar Servers , . C
Otto, Haddie Wieberg, Victoria
Otto, Luke Wieberg, William (Ryan)
) o Boessen, Lora Libbert, Pam Wieberg, Rosalyn
E);trl;larz:::ir:;ry R e k=Y Boessen, Marshall Stumpe, Doris Luebbering, Ben
Stockman, Alanna Hagenhoff, Betty Prenger, Glenn
Lector Schroeder, David Wansing, Don Tallent, Daffiny
Rosary Leader: Glorious Herigon, Dale Schroeder, Jennifer Lueckenhoff, Janet
Boessen, Mark Hagenhoff, Randy Stockman, Doug
Greeters/Ushers Akin, Phil Schulte, Leonard Buechter, Craig
. Schroeder, Jeanette Hurst, Lydia Prenger, Jackie
Music Ministry i )
Schroeder, Judy Wieberg, Lisa
Live Stream Pace, Brooke
. Libbert, Dolores Schellman, Donna
Count Collections ) )
Libbert, Pam Wieberg, Rosalyn
St. Thomas Church Cleaners ?ilrjnschjost, Charlene - Buschjost, Randy - Lueckenhoff, Janet - Lueckenhoff,

PASTORS MEDITATION: 24™ SUNDAY OF THE YEAR: FORGIVING FROM THE HEART. (Sir. 27:30-28:7; Rom. 14:7-

9; Mt. 18:21-35) Our readings for this Sunday focus on forgiving those who wound us and being reconciled with them. They
remind us of the path to forgiveness, mercy, and reconciliation and challenge us to walk this, the only Way to Life. Sirach, in the
first reading, reminds his listeners that if they don’t heal and forgive and show mercy, they can’t expect to receive mercy from
God in return. It is unwise to nurse grudges and wise to forgive because our life span is very short and our eternal destiny is
decided by how we forgive, how we work for reconciliation with those who wounded us, and how we render humble and loving
service to them. In today’s Psalm, (Ps 103), the Psalmist sings, “The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great
kindness.” In the second reading, Paul reminds us that we have to forgive others because we belong to Christ who, by his own
example in forgiving those who killed him, taught us how we must forgive in our turn. Since we are related to each other as
brothers and sisters of Jesus, we are in the family of God, so hatred and bitterness toward anyone should have no place in our
hearts. In today’s Gospel, through the parable of the two debtors, Jesus teaches us that there should be no limit to our
forgiveness and no conditions attached to our reconciliation. We represent the greater debtor in the parable because we commit
sins every day and, hence, we need God'’s forgiveness every day. But we must forgive in order to be forgiven. Jesus explains,
after teaching us the prayer Our Father, “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father also will forgive you. *
Therefore friends we need to forgive, forget, and be reconciled: In the light of eternity and considering the shortness of our span
of life, harboring old grudges is pointless. The forgiveness that we offer others is the indispensable condition for us to be able to
open our hearts to receive the Love God and make it possible for us to receive God'’s forgiveness for ourselves and to pray
meaningfully: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” What God expects from us, He offers us
grace to accomplish in us. In this case, He desires to give us the power of His Own limitless forgiveness so that we will be able
to overlook each other’s faults willingly, and to keep on loving each other even in the face of insults. We may never forget the
hurt we have experienced, but we can, with God’s ongoing grace, choose to forgive and pray for our offenders. As life goes on,
and we remember an incident that was hurtful and roused great anger in us, we need to remind ourselves that, with God’s
grace, we have already forgiven the one that hurt us. Time does heal memories. Forgiveness finally changes us from being
prisoners of our past to being liberated and at peace with our memories. Forgiveness allows us to move beyond the pain, the
resentment, and the anger. When we forgive, we make the choice that heals. We can forgive the offender by wishing him God'’s
blessings and by offering that individual to God by simply saying, “Help so-and-so and me to mend our relationship.” When we
withhold forgiveness, we remain the victim. When we offer forgiveness, we are doing it also for our own well-being.

Have a blessed week! Fr. Leonard Mukiibi

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY: On Sunday, September 20 at the:10:00 am Mass, we will be celebrating Catechetical Sunday. We
would like to recognize all Teachers of Religion - St. Thomas the Apostle School and PSR Teachers. Please plan on
attending this Mass as we Celebrate our teachers!



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING is Tuesday, September 22, 7:00 pm. In school
library.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH is seeking volunteers to help our parish by using their time and talent to support the
Fall Fantasy. Joanie Prenger has done a fantastic job with this event. Multiple volunteers are needed to organize the event
beginning next year and train with Joanie during this year's event. Volunteers should contact Joanie at (573) 659-0304.

FAITH resources in the Ascension app are available to parishioners in the Diocese of Jefferson City for $1 for a year. Utilize
these resources to deepen your knowledge of our faith through viewing of daily reflections, prayer, video lessons, Bible studies,
and more. For more details, visit hitps://ascensionpress.com/pages/content-hub/diocese-of-jefferson-city.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS! Wednesday, September 16 — Mid Quarter
Friday, September 18 — Grandparent’s Day
Monday, September 21 — No School Pre-K-8, Diocesan Wide Professional Development Day

ST. CECILIA is looking for someone or possibly several people to work together to take over as picnic chair-person. Betty
Hagenoff is ready to step down. She is willing to work along someone to teach them the process for 1 to 2 years. Please let
Betty know if you are interested. Her number is 573-645-6565.

MEN OF ST. THOMAS & ST. CECILIA PARISHES: You are invited to join the Men of Signum Crucis at our next gathering,
which begins at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 16, at Helias Catholic High School in Jefferson City. September marks the
beginning of our fifth year as a fraternity established to strengthen men to be better husbands, fathers, and friends—to be men of
deep faith through Study, Devotion, and Service. As we always do in the month of September, and to mark our anniversary, we
will celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at 6:30 p.m. Feel free to come early to pray the Rosary at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel.
Following fraternity and refreshments in the Helias Commons, our evening will conclude at 8:00 p.m. with the praying of the
Litany of St. Joseph. We hope you can come every or any third Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.to deepen your knowledge
of and devotion to our faith in fellowship with the best men in

mid-Missouri. For more information about the Men of Signum Crucis, contact Jeff Cassmeyer

at 573-690-7546, or visit us at www.menofsignumcrucis.com.

COR MEN’S GATHERING is Tuesday, September 22, at 7:00 PM at the St. Stanislaus/St. Margaret Community Center (KofC
Hall), all men are invited to our next COR Men’s Gathering. We continue our Mission of the Family series with Session 4:
“Healing in the Family.” Every family experiences challenges, hurts, and struggles. Join us as we explore how faith, forgiveness,
and healing can help strengthen our families and our role as Catholic men. Come for prayer, formation, fellowship, and
meaningful discussion. Bring a friend and join us!

THE CITIZEN’S CIVIC LEAGUE is sponsoring a blood drive on September 30, between the hours of 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Blood
is in desperate demand, so if you can, please donate. You might even consider donating Power Red. Please visit
RedCrossBlood.org and enter CivicLeagueMeta to schedule an appointment.

ST. STANISLAUS ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS OPEN: Sunday 2:00-3:00 a.m. (1 st Sunday only), Sunday 2:00-3:00 p.m.
(4th and 5th Sundays) Thursday morning 2:00-3:00 a.m., Friday 12:00 noon-1:00 p.m. (every other Friday, beginning September
11). Please call Donna at 680-1470 if you would like to take an hour.

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA FALL FESTIVAL, FOLK is Sunday, September 13, serving roast beef and sausage dinners from
11:00 am to 6:00 pm. Meals $16.00. Shooting match, starting at noon. Quilt & pie auction 5:00 pm.

ST. LOUIS OF FRANCE PARISH FALL FESTIVAL, BONNOTS MILL is Sunday, September 13, serving chicken & bone-in
ham dinners from noon-6:00 pm. $16.00 per plate. Live auction 4:00 pm.

WARDSVILLE/OSAGE BEND HOME ASSOCIATION FUNDRAISER BBQ is Saturday, September 26, 11:00 am to 5:00 pm at
the St. Stanislaus/St. Margaret's Community Center, 6437 Rt. B, Wardsville drive thru & dine in. Meal includes baked beans,
cole slaw, choice of meat: pork steak, bratwurst or chicken, $15 per plate. Slab of ribs sold separately. Homemade cinnamon
rolls $12.00 while supplies last. For more information, please contact Chuck 573-694-4926 or Donnie 573-690-2866.

30™ ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE ANNUAL FALL FANTASY is Saturday, November 7, $135 ticket/for two, doors open 6:00
pm, dinner 6:30 pm, drawing and dance to follow. A ticket provides: dinner for 2-Prime rib or Chicken Cordon Bleu, baked
potato, slaw & ice cream. All you can drink, BeersWine*Gin Rickeys*WatersSoda. A Chance to win $10,000-- a total of over
$15,000 will be given out that night *based on 300 tickets sold . Dance following drawing, THEME: Black & White, tickets are on
sale NOW! How to get tickets: Joanie Prenger 573.659.0304, Kim Kliegel 573.619.9188 or Purchase at the Vitae House in St.
Thomas during these hours: Tuesdays, 8:30 am-11:30 am, Wednesdays 8:00 am -4:30 pm 573.477.3315, To be entered in the
Early Bird Drawing and a chance to win $135, tickets must be purchased by October 1st, 2026.

Tickets Complimentary of Elite Turf.

SAVE THE DATES: Sunday, September 20 - Meta Citizens Civic League Fall Festival
St. Thomas the Apostle 30" Annual Fall Fantasy — Saturday, November 7, 2026

Proposed Capital Improvement — St. Thomas Ball Field Lights
The St Thomas Parish Pastoral Council, St Thomas Park Board and the St Thomas Finance Committee has been monitoring the
condition of the ballfield lights over the last few years. The current lights were originally installed in 1976 (50 years ago). The light
poles are at least 10 years beyond the recommend life of the treated wood poles and the halide lights are outdated and
inefficient. Former parishioner (and electrician) Dan Lindenbusch was interviewed about the original installation of the ballfield lights,
how they were installed, how the poles were purchased and delivered (came via Rock Island Rail and hauled from Meta to St Thomas
on hay wagons), etc.

Mr. Lindenbusch recalled many of the people (besides himself) who were instrumental in helping get our current lights installed
back in 1976. Some of the names mentioned included Butch and Joe Lee Loethen, Andy Suthoff, Vic Otto, Quentin Koenig, Bernie
Luetkemeyer, Alex Heckman, Barney Schell, Alphonse Kroll, Frank Twehous, Tom Kliegel, Dick Rackers, Harold Libbert, Bob
Jurgensmeyer, Leo Holtmeyer, Gerald Luebbering, Bill Lueckenhoff and undoubtedly many others.

The bottom line is the current ballfield lights have served us well, and it is now time to consider replacing them for our future
generations to enjoy.

With this in mind, the St Thomas Parish is exploring an estimate to replace the current ballfield lights with modern metal poles with
energy efficient LED lighting. Once an estimate is in hand, an official request will be made to the Jefferson City Diocese for approval to
proceed.

Should you have any questions, input or concerns, please feel free to call Alan Reinkemeyer at 573-694-6984.
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OCTOBER T10TH A

TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED

ST. THOMAS BALL PARK
WEATHER PERMITTING OR PARISH CENTER

BRING BLANKETS OR LAWN CHAIRS?

Ci 'rizgn's Civic Lea;é‘LIe Park

Meta, MO

(20 miles south of Jefferson City on Rt. B)

September 20

Pork Sausage & Fried Chicken

-BUFFET STYLE - CARRY OUT OR DINE IN-
11:00 am - 6:00 pm

ADULTS $16.00 CHILDREN 6 TO 12 $8.00 5 & UNDER FREE
ALL CARRY OUTS ARE $16.00

MENU: Pork sausage, fried chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy,
green beans,sweet potatoes, slaw and home-baked desserts

¢ Beer Garden - Gin Rickie

4¢ Sandwich Stand Big Raffle

¢ Kettle Corn and

¢ Bingo ;
$¢ Toyland Country Store

¢ Gently Used Items









