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www.stthomasapostleschool.net 
PO Box 146 

St. Thomas, MO 65076 
   

 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
                                                  
                                                                                                                                                       September 20, 2026 
 
 Pastor:  Fr. Leonard Mukiibi                                          School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer 
 frleonardmukiibi@gmail.com                lheckemeyer@stacs.school 
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315                School: 573-477-3322 Fax: 573-477-3700 
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer                 Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff 
 jheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com                  dlueckenhoffoffice@gmail.com 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Admin. Secretary:   St. Cecilia Bookkeeper: 
Mrs. Theresa Veit                    Mrs. Doris Stumpe 

tveitoffice@gmail.com                    dstumpeoffice@gmail.com 
 

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 `School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. or by appointment 
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Wednesdays 5:00 – 6:15 p.m. and  

Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father. 
 

Saint Thomas the Apostle Saint Cecilia 
Mass Schedule for the Week of September 20-27 Mass Schedule for the Week of September 20-27 

Tuesday 7:45 am  Marilyn Herigon   

Wednesday 7:45 am Dan Schmidt Wednesday 6:30 pm 
 

Lawrence Wansing & 
Cindy Carmack 

Thursday 7:45 am 
Friday 7:45 am 
 
Saturday 5:00 pm         

Roman & Geneva Plassmeyer 
Laverne & Daniel Dubbert 
Vic Wilde 
People of our Parishes 

  

Sunday 10:00 am Odelia Schmidt Sunday 8:00 am  Larry Bock 
    
Your Sunday Offering  Your Sunday Offering  
Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $360,000.00 Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $70,000.00 

Offertory Goal through Month End $90,000.00 Collection Total for 2026-2027 $13,481.00 
Actual Collection for 2026-2027 $77,037.16 Offertory Goal per Month for September $5,833.33 
Offertory Difference Year to Date -$12,962.84   
Offertory Goal for September $30,000.00   
    
Collection in Church  Collection in Church  
September 6 $5,128.10 September 6 $1,996.55 
September 13 $4,972.31 September 13 $992.00 
September 20                                     September 20              
September 27 
 

                     
                     

 

September 27 
 
 

             
             

Collection Online $6,595.50   

September Total to Date $16,695.91 September Total to Date            $2,958.00 
Difference for September -$13,304.09 

 
Difference for September           -$2,875.33 

  WEEKDAY SERVERS: 
  Jason Braun & LilyAnne Heckman 

 
Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia & Lector 

Wednesday –Emilie Borgmeyer - Glorious 
                             

Tuesday 7:25 am  
Wednesday 7:25 am  
Thursday, 7:25 am 
Friday, 7:25 am  
                                         

Bob Schellman - Sorrowful 
Bob Schellman - Glorious 
Dale Herigon – Luminous  
Jim Lueckenhoff – Sorrowful  
  

Lector: Dorothy 
Rehagen 

 

Offertory Gifts – St. Thomas the Apostle Offertory Gifts – St. Cecilia 

Saturday 5:00 pm Ushers   
Sunday 10:00 am 
 

Family of Odelia Schmidt 
 

Sunday Family of Larry Bock  

    

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR LAST WILL & TESTAMENT. 

The Roman Catholic Parishes of 
           St. Thomas the Apostle                          St. Cecilia 

       in St. Thomas                                in Meta 

  

mailto:tveitoffice@gmail.com


 

 

VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a votive candle in church is $3.00.  
MASS STIPENDS: $10.00  
BAPTISM PREPARATION:  Please call the rectory to schedule a meeting and date for Baptism. 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least six months prior to the desired date. 
 
BULLETIN NOTICES is Wednesday at noon.  PARISH BULLETINS: If you are needing a bulletin and Church is locked at  
St. Thomas the Apostle, there are some on the Vitae House front porch.  
 
SCRIP:  Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program.  Please contact 
Amanda Wooten 573-694-1735 or  

 
SNACKS FOR QUILTERS:   Please bring snacks to the hall by 1:00 p.m.; snacks are served at 3:00 p.m.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Emily Luebbering at 573-477-3459 or Kathy Strope at 573-477-3349. Quilter’s luncheon may be 
dropped off Wednesday night 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. (Evening quilting) or St. Thomas the Apostle School.  
Thursday, Sept. 24 – Dee Luebbering & Julia Luebbering           Thursday, October 1 – Karen Luebbering & Lauri Luebbering 
 

Liturgical Role Schedule for September 26 & 27 
 Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM 

Altar Servers 

Heckman, Addyson Schroeder, Tucker Tallent, Hannah 

Heckman, Lily Werdehausen, Gavin Tallent, Levi 

Volmert, Jase  Veltrop, Angelina 

Volmert, Johnathon  Veltrop, Henry 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion 

Becker, Jenny Rehagen, Dorothy Lueckenhoff, Janet 

Becker, Paul Plassmeyer, Dominic Lueckenhoff, Linda 

Graessle, Barb Plassmeyer, Mary  Buschjost, Marian 

Lector Becker, Paul Rehagen, Dorothy Lueckenhoff, Jim 

Rosary Leader: Luminous Herigon, Dale Rehagen, Dorothy Schroeder, Jennifer 

Greeters/Ushers 
Boessen, Keith Stumpe, Mitch Loethen, Mark 

Wooten, Michael Libbert, Pam Groner, Art 
   

Music Ministry 
Prenger, Jackie Borgmeyer, Emilie Stockman, Alanna 

Brand, Mary Kay  Luebbering, Doug 

Live Stream   Schellman, Jenny 

Count Collections  Libbert, Dolores Kliethermes, Jean 

Libbert, Pam Kliethermes, Keith 

St. Thomas Church Cleaners 
Boessen, Linda - Luebbering, Lauri - Luebbering, Lindsay - Reinkemeyer, 
Lynne 

    
 

 

 
PASTORS MEDITATION:   25th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR: GOD’S JUSTICE COMES AS A SURPRISE (Is. 55:6-9; Phil. 1:20c-
24, 27a; Mt. 20:1-16a) Today’s readings focus us on our sense of justice and the extravagant grace of a merciful God. While 
God is both just and merciful, God’s mercy often seems, in our view, to override His justice, as God pardons us unconditionally 
and rewards us generously by opening Heaven for the Gentiles and the Jews. In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah reminds the 
exiles in Babylon that their God is more merciful than they are, and more forgiving. He is ready to pardon their infidelity to 
Himself, which has resulted in their exile. Their merciful God will bless them with material and spiritual blessings. Hence, Isaiah 
exhorts them, and us, to seek the Lord and to put aside our evil ways that we may receive His mercy and forgiveness. Today’s 
Responsorial Psalm (Ps 145) reminds us that, although “the Lord is just in all His ways,” He is at the same time “gracious and 
merciful.” In the second reading, Paul offers himself as an example of total submission to God’s will, aided by His grace. Paul is 
ready to live continuing his mission, or to die and join the Lord, whichever is God’s will. In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us the 
strange parable of a landowner who hired laborers at five different times during the course of one day to work in his vineyard, 
but paid the same living wage for a full day’s work to all of them. This story presents God (the landlord), whose love and 
generosity to all of us demonstrates the difference between God’s perspective and ours. God looks at us, sees our needs and 
meets those needs generously and mercifully. His provisions for our spiritual lives will never run out, and when we share our 
blessings with others, we tap into the inexhaustible Divine supply. The parable also shows the mercy, compassion, and 
generosity of a gracious and forgiving God in allowing the later-called Gentiles as well the first-called Jews, His Chosen People, 
to enjoy the same eternal bliss of His Heavenly Kingdom Therefore friends we need to follow God’s example and show loving 
generosity to our neighbor. When someone else is more successful than we are, God would have us rejoice with them for 
making such good use of the gifts God has given them. Envy should have no place in our lives. We cannot control, and dare not 
pass judgment on, the way God blesses others, only rejoice that He does so, just as He blesses us. We need to express our 
gratitude to God in our daily lives. God personally calls each of us to our own ministry in this world and shows us His care by 
giving us His grace and eternal salvation. To God, we are more than just numbers on a payroll. Our call to His vineyard is a free 
gift from God for which we can never be sufficiently thankful. All our talents and blessings are freely given to us by God. Hence, 
we should express our gratitude to God by avoiding sins, by rendering loving service to others, by sharing our blessings with the 
needy, and by constant prayer, listening and responding to our beloved Lord God at all times. 
Have a blessed week! Fr. Leonard Mukiibi 
 
A NOTE OF THANKS! Thank you all for supporting the PHC! Baby bottles and donations are still being accepted. Please leave 
them in the back of church at either St. Thomas or St. Cecilia or give to a Ladies Auxilliary officer.  
 
MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTION is Tuesday, September 22, 7:00 pm St. Thomas the Apostle Church.  
 
ST. CECILIA HOLY HOUR & ANOINTING OF THE SICK is Friday, September 25, 7:00 pm St. Cecilia Church.   
 
 



 

 

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING is Tuesday, September 22, 7:00 pm. In school 
library.  
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH is seeking volunteers to help our parish by using their time and talent to support the 
Fall Fantasy. Joanie Prenger has done a fantastic job with this event. Multiple volunteers are needed to organize the event 
beginning next year and train with Joanie during this year's event. Volunteers should contact Joanie at (573) 659-0304. 
 
FAITH resources in the Ascension app are available to parishioners in the Diocese of Jefferson City for $1 for a year. Utilize 
these resources to deepen your knowledge of our faith through viewing of daily reflections, prayer, video lessons, Bible studies, 
and more. For more details, visit https://ascensionpress.com/pages/content-hub/diocese-of-jefferson-city. 
  
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS!    
Monday, September 21 – No School Pre-K-8, Diocesan Wide Professional Development Day 
Tuesday, September 22 – 7&8 Visit Helias 
Wednesday, September 30 – Picture Day

 
ST. CECILIA is looking for someone or possibly several people to work together to take over as picnic chair-person. Betty 
Hagenhoff is ready to step down. She is willing to work along someone to teach them the process for 1 to 2 years. Please let 
Betty know if you are interested. Her number is 573-645-6565. 
 
COR MEN’S GATHERING is Tuesday, September 22, at 7:00 PM at the St. Stanislaus/St. Margaret Community Center (KofC 
Hall), all men are invited to our next COR Men’s Gathering.    We continue our Mission of the Family series with Session 4: 
“Healing in the Family.” Every family experiences challenges, hurts, and struggles. Join us as we explore how faith, forgiveness, 
and healing can help strengthen our families and our role as Catholic men. Come for prayer, formation, fellowship, and 
meaningful discussion. Bring a friend and join us! 
 
THE CITIZEN’S CIVIC LEAGUE is sponsoring a blood drive on September 30, between the hours of 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Blood 
is in desperate demand, so if you can, please donate.  You might even consider donating Power Red.  Please visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter CivicLeagueMeta to schedule an appointment.  
 
ST. STANISLAUS ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS OPEN:  Sunday 2:00-3:00 a.m. (1 st Sunday only), Sunday 2:00-3:00 p.m. 
(4th and 5th Sundays) Thursday morning 2:00-3:00 a.m., Friday 12:00 noon-1:00 p.m. (every other Friday, beginning September 
11).  Please call Donna at 680-1470 if you would like to take an hour. 
 
PILGRIMAGE:  El Camino de Santiago, the Portuguese Way, September 14 - 27, 2027:  For more than a thousand years, the 
faithful have walked across the top of Spain to stand before the tomb of the Apostle James. We are going to walk the last 
hundred kilometers of it. This is a pilgrimage, not a hiking holiday. We begin in Porto, cross into Galicia, and walk the Camino 
Portugués stage by stage through Redondela, Arcade, Pontevedra, Caldas de Reis and Padrón until we come down into 
Santiago de Compostela on foot. We celebrate Mass each day. We pray at the relics of the Apostle. Afterwards we drive to 
Finisterre, then east through O Cebreiro and Astorga to Ávila, the city of St. Teresa, before a last evening in Madrid. “I rejoiced 
when I heard them say: let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 To learn more call Fr. Matt @ 573-202-3590 or  
e-mail: mflatley@diojeffcity.org to receive a full color brochure. 
 
WARDSVILLE/OSAGE BEND HOME ASSOCIATION FUNDRAISER BBQ is Saturday, September 26, 11:00 am to 5:00 pm at 
the St. Stanislaus/St. Margaret’s Community Center, 6437 Rt. B, Wardsville drive thru & dine in.  Meal includes baked beans, 
cole slaw, choice of meat: pork steak, bratwurst or chicken, $15 per plate. Slab of ribs sold separately. Homemade cinnamon 
rolls $12.00 while supplies last.  For more information, please contact Chuck 573-694-4926 or Donnie 573-690-2866.   
 
VISITATION  FALL FESTIVAL, VIENNA is Sunday, September 27, serving chicken & sausage dinners from 11:00 am to 5:00 
pm in the Visitation Koerber Hall.  Meals $16.00, dine in and drive thru.   
 
30TH ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE ANNUAL FALL FANTASY is Saturday, November 7, $135 ticket/for two, doors open 6:00 
pm, dinner 6:30 pm, drawing and dance to follow. A ticket provides: dinner for 2-Prime rib or Chicken Cordon Bleu, baked 
potato, slaw & ice cream.  All you can drink, Beer•Wine•Gin Rickeys•Water•Soda.  A Chance to win $10,000-- a total of over 
$15,000 will be given out that night *based on 300 tickets sold . Dance following drawing with B&C Sounds, THEME: Black & 
White, tickets are on sale NOW! How to get tickets:  Joanie Prenger 573.659.0304, Kim Kliegel 573.619.9188 or Purchase at the 
Vitae House in St. Thomas during these hours: Tuesdays, 8:30 am-11:30 am, Wednesdays 8:00 am -4:30 pm 573.477.3315,  
To be entered in the Early Bird Drawing and a chance to win $135, tickets must be purchased by October 1st, 2026. 
Tickets Complimentary of Elite Turf. Kim Kliegel will be selling tickets after Mass on Sunday, September 20,  

 
SAVE THE DATES: Sunday, September 20 - Meta Citizens Civic League Fall Festival  
St. Thomas the Apostle 30th Annual Fall Fantasy – Saturday, November 7, 2026 
St. Thomas the Apostle Trunk or Treat – Sunday, October 31- 2:30-3:30 pm Church/school parking lot 
 

Proposed Capital Improvement – St. Thomas Ball Field Lights 
The St Thomas Parish Pastoral Council, St Thomas Park Board and the St Thomas Finance Committee has been monitoring the 
condition of the ballfield lights over the last few years.  The current lights were originally installed in 1976 (50 years ago).  The light 
poles are at least 10 years beyond the recommend life of the treated wood poles and the halide lights are outdated and 
inefficient.  Former parishioner (and electrician) Dan Lindenbusch was interviewed about the original installation of the ballfield lights, 
how they were installed, how the poles were purchased and delivered (came via Rock Island Rail and hauled from Meta to St Thomas 
on hay wagons), etc. 
         Mr. Lindenbusch recalled many of the people (besides himself) who were instrumental in helping get our current lights installed 
back in 1976.  Some of the names mentioned included Butch and Joe Lee Loethen, Andy Suthoff, Vic Otto, Quentin Koenig, Bernie 
Luetkemeyer, Alex Heckman, Barney Schell, Alphonse Kroll, Frank Twehous, Tom Kliegel, Dick Rackers, Harold Libbert, Bob 
Jurgensmeyer, Leo Holtmeyer, Gerald Luebbering, Bill Lueckenhoff and undoubtedly many others. 
        The bottom line is the current ballfield lights have served us well, and it is now time to consider replacing them for our future 
generations to enjoy. 
        With this in mind, the St Thomas Parish is exploring an estimate to replace the current ballfield lights with modern metal poles with 
energy efficient LED lighting.   Once an estimate is in hand, an official request will be made to the Jefferson City Diocese for approval to 
proceed.   
       Should you have any questions, input or concerns, please feel free to call Alan Reinkemeyer at 573-694-6984. 
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