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 26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
                                                  
                                                                                                                                                       September 27, 2026 
 
 Pastor:  Fr. Leonard Mukiibi                                          School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer 
 frleonardmukiibi@gmail.com                lheckemeyer@stacs.school 
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315                School: 573-477-3322 Fax: 573-477-3700 
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer                 Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff 
 jheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com                  dlueckenhoffoffice@gmail.com 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Admin. Secretary:   St. Cecilia Bookkeeper: 
Mrs. Theresa Veit                    Mrs. Doris Stumpe 

tveitoffice@gmail.com                    dstumpeoffice@gmail.com 
 

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 `School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. or by appointment 
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Wednesdays 5:00 – 6:15 p.m. and  

Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father. 
 

Saint Thomas the Apostle Saint Cecilia 
Mass Schedule for the Week of September 27-October 4 Mass Schedule for the Week of September 27-October 4 

    
Tuesday 7:45 am David Volmert   
Wednesday 7:45 am Gerald Luebbering Wednesday 6:30 pm Robert Lueckenotto 
Thursday 7:45 am Stanley Brand   
Friday 7:45 am L & D Tom & Clara Schmidt Family   
Saturday 5:00 pm People of our Parishes   
Sunday 10:00 am James R. & Margaret Cassmeyer Sunday 8:00 am  Marilyn Bax 
    
Your Sunday Offering  Your Sunday Offering  
Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $360,000.00 Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $70,000.00 

Offertory Goal through Month End $90,000.00 Collection Total for 2026-2027 $14,018.00 
Actual Collection for 2026-2027 $86,107.39 Offertory Goal per Month for September $5,833.33 
Offertory Difference Year to Date -$3,892.61   
Offertory Goal for September $30,000.00   
    
Collection in Church  Collection in Church  
September 6 $5,128.10 September 6 $1,966.00 
September 13 $4,972.31 September 13 $992.00 
September 20 $7,537.73 September 20 $537.00 
September 27  September 27  
    

Collection Online $8,128.00   

September Total to Date $25,766.14 September Total to Date            $3,495.00 
Difference for September -$4,233.86 

 
Difference for September           -$2,338.33 

  WEEKDAY SERVERS: 
  Levi Tallent & Jayden Libbert 

 
Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia & Lector 

Wednesday                   Dorothy Rehagen - Glorious 

Tuesday 7:25 am  
Wednesday 7:25 am  
Thursday, 7:25 am 
Friday, 7:25 am  
                                         

Bob Schellman - Sorrowful 
Bob Schellman - Glorious 
Dale Herigon – Luminous  
Jim Lueckenhoff – Sorrowful  
  

Lector:  Emilie Borgmeyer 

Offertory Gifts – St. Thomas the Apostle Offertory Gifts – St. Cecilia 

Saturday 5:00 pm Ushers   
Sunday 10:00 am 
 

Family of James R. & Margaret 
Cassmeyer 
 

Sunday Family of Marilyn Bax 

    

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR LAST WILL & TESTAMENT. 
VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a votive candle in church is $3.00.  
MASS STIPENDS: $10.00  

The Roman Catholic Parishes of 
           St. Thomas the Apostle                          St. Cecilia 

       in St. Thomas                                in Meta 
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BAPTISM PREPARATION:  Please call the rectory to schedule a meeting and date for Baptism. 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least six months prior to the desired date. 
 
BULLETIN NOTICES is Wednesday at noon.  PARISH BULLETINS: If you need a bulletin and Church is locked at  
St. Thomas the Apostle, there are some on the Vitae House front porch.  
 
SCRIP:  Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program.  Please contact 
Amanda Wooten 573-694-1735 or amandab27@hotmail.com 
 
SNACKS FOR QUILTERS:   Please bring snacks to the hall by 1:00 p.m.; snacks are served at 3:00 p.m.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Emily Luebbering at 573-477-3459 or Kathy Strope at 573-477-3349. Quilter’s luncheon may be 
dropped off Wednesday night 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. (Evening quilting) or St. Thomas the Apostle School.  
Thursday, October 1 – Karen Luebbering & Lauri Luebbering Thursday, October 8 -Jayne Luebbering & Lindsay Luebbering 

    
 

 

 

Liturgical Role Schedule for October 3 & 4 
 Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM 

Altar Servers 

Otto, Benjamin Schroeder, Tucker Prenger, Emmary 

Otto, Haddie Werdehausen, Gavin Rackers, Emmett 

Otto, Luke  Wieberg, Victoria 
  Wieberg, William (Ryan) 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

Heckman, Holly  Plassmeyer, Dominic Reinkemeyer, Lynne 

Otto, Ashlie Plassmeyer, Mary  Prenger, Matt 

Carter, Jan Libbert, Pam Schroeder, Jennifer 

Lector Lackman, Lisa Plassmeyer, Dominic Schroeder, David 

Joyful – Saturday, Glorious - Sunday Herigon, Dale Plassmeyer, Mary  Schroeder, Jennifer 

Greeters/Ushers 
Strope, Eric Hagenhoff, Randy Reinkemeyer, Alan 

Boessen, Keith Schulte, Leonard Stockman, Doug 
   

Music Ministry 
Prenger, Jackie Prenger, Jackie Schroeder, Jeanette 

Kliethermes, Kelsey  Wieberg, Lisa 

Live Stream   Wieberg, Dunja 

Count Collections  Plassmeyer, Dominic Henson, Sonya 

Plassmeyer, Mary  Wieberg, Millie 

St. Thomas Church Cleaners Buechter, Susan - Graessle, Barb - Henson, Sonya - Schell, Brenda 

 
PASTORS MEDITATION:   26th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR: ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS (Ezek. 18:25-28; Phil. 
2:1-11; Mt. 21:28-32) 
What will decide our eternal reward or punishment? Our eternal future depends upon our final decision for or against God, our 
choosing to obey Him gracefully by doing His will or our choosing to go against His will! Gifted with free will, we are the ones 
who choose our eternal destiny. 
In the first reading, Ezekiel, corrects two incorrect Jewish beliefs i) Children inherit the guilt of their ancestors and are punished 
for their ancestors’ sins. ii) God is more strict than merciful. Jesus explains through the Gospel parable that God will punish us 
only for our own sins and that God’s mercy overrules strict justice. Today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 25) appeals to God’s 
compassion and mercy, begging Him to wipe away our sins and to extend mercy to us. The second reading: Our final choice for 
God, made by perfect obedience to Him, will be rewarded, because of Christ’s perfect obedience to God’s will in “emptying 
himself, taking human form” and humbling himself by accepting “even death, death on a cross,” God the Father “exalted Christ, 
bestowed on him the Name above every other name,” and made Jesus the recipient of universal adoration. In today’s Gospel 
parable, a man with two sons tells both to go out to work in the vineyard. The first son says he will not go, but later he regrets his 
refusal and goes to work. He represents tax collectors and public sinners who refused to obey God’s commandments, but, after 
listening to John the Baptist and Jesus, repented and became eligible for eternal reward. The second son says that he will go 
but does not. He represents the chief priests and the elders, the Scribes, and the Pharisees. By their pride, and their refusal to 
obey God’s call to repentance through John the Baptist and Jesus, these so-called “religious” people excluded themselves from 
eternal reward. The lesson taught: Jesus was teaching them, and us, that it is necessary that we continue to respond to God’s 
saving actions on our behalf with an unchanging “YES, Lord!” in word and in deed. Even when we say no, God gives us many 
chances to change our minds and our hearts and gratefully accept His Mercy of conversion, repentance, and obedience to His 
will. 
These two sons represent: the first son: 1) A repentant person. 2) Members of a poor village parish who reach out to the needy 
in the community. 3) A Pastor who calls parishioners to true repentance. 4) A Church member who decides to tithe or young 
people who decides to remain abstinent until marriage. All these choose to obey Christ sacrificially. The second son 1) A regular 
Church goer who refuses Christ, entry into his or her heart and life and lives a pagan life on weekdays. 2) A Christian who 
refuses to obey Christ in the sensitive areas of sex, money, and power. 3) A priest whose sermon is designed to please people 
rather than to please God. 4) A Church that ignores issues of justice and mercy. 5) A Sunday School that neglects to teach 
children the great Biblical stories, in short, all people who appear to be faithful but, deep down in their hearts, are not. 
Therefore, friends we need to do God’s will every day: Each one of us is responsible to God for every action, and the just God 
will punish or reward one according to one’s actions. Since we are not sure about the moment of our death, our only guarantee 
of dying in God’s friendship is to live in that friendship always, saying “Yes,” to God by cheerfully doing His Will daily. 
It is never too late for us to repent, be converted, and allow the Holy Spirit to renew our life: If we have been disobedient to God 
in our past life, we need to knock at the door of God’s Mercy. God can, and will, do for us what, in His Mercy, He did for the 
repentant tax-collectors and harlots Jesus encountered. Hence, every morning we must pray for the strengthening power of the 
Holy Spirit to do God’s will and every night we need to repent of our sins and ask God’s pardon and forgiveness. If we are in 
serious sin we need to get reconciled with God, the Church and our brothers and sisters through the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation as soon as possible. Let us remember that it is never too late for us to turn back to God, ready to do His will. 
Have a blessed week! Fr. Leonard Mukiibi 

mailto:amandab27@hotmail.com


 

 

 
2026 OCTOBER MASS ATTENDANCE INITIATIVE A MONTH OF WELCOMING AND CONNECTION - Attention Ushers 
October is once again the time for our annual Mass Attendance Initiative, which gives our parishes and the Diocese an 
opportunity to better understand participation at Sunday Mass and support our ongoing pastoral planning and 
outreach.  Parishes are asked to record in-person weekend Mass attendance on each of these four weekends: 

• October 3–4 

• October 10–11 

• October 17–18 

• October 24–25  
USHERS, please count all people (including children and infants) who enter the Church at each Mass for the month with the 
count ending at or about the First Reading. In smaller Churches it may be simpler for the ushers to make the count during the 
homily. Also, please remember to count all ministers who serve at the Altar as well. The form to fill out is in the back of Church 
(St. Thomas, offertory table) (St. Cecilia on table to the right).  
 
NOTE CONCERNING PARISH GROUNDS: The Pastoral Parish Council (PPC) has decided that the parish grounds should not 
be open for general use by vendors (i.e. food trucks, sales of merchandise). Requests to invite vendors to participate in parish, 
school, or community events will be considered for approval by the PPC on a case-by-case basis. 
 
SERVERS NEEDED – ST. CECILIA: St. Cecilia is looking for volunteers to serve for the deer hunting Masses at 7 pm on 
November 14th & 21st. If interested, please contact Theresa Veit (573) 418-7301. 
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE HOLY HOUR & ANOINTING OF THE SICK is Friday, October 2, 7:00 pm St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church.   
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Desi McCallister and Kellen Cassmeyer who were married in Christ this weekend at St. Thomas the 
Apostle Parish..   
 
A ROSARY FOR OUR COUNTRY will be prayed on Sunday, October 4, 5:00 pm St. Thomas the Apostle Church.   
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH is seeking volunteers to help our parish by using their time and talent to support the 
Fall Fantasy. Joanie Prenger has done a fantastic job with this event. Multiple volunteers are needed to organize the event 
beginning next year and train with Joanie during this year's event. Volunteers should contact Joanie at (573) 659-0304. 
 
FAITH resources in the Ascension app are available to parishioners in the Diocese of Jefferson City for $1 for a year. Utilize 
these resources to deepen your knowledge of our faith through viewing of daily reflections, prayer, video lessons, Bible studies, 
and more. For more details, visit https://ascensionpress.com/pages/content-hub/diocese-of-jefferson-city. 
  
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS!    
Wednesday, September 30 – Picture Day 
October 5-9 – Achievement Testing Week Grades 2-8 
Thursday, October  8 - Early  Release 12:50 pm car riders, 1:00 pm bus riders 
 
META CITIZENS CIVIC LEAGUE MEETING: The Meta Citizens Civil League is having a monthly meeting on Monday, 
September 28th at 7:00 pm.
 
ST. CECILIA is looking for someone or possibly several people to work together to take over as picnic chair-person. Betty 
Hagenhoff is ready to step down. She is willing to work along someone to teach them the process for 1 to 2 years. Please let 
Betty know if you are interested. Her number is 573-645-6565. 
 
SHROUD OF TURIN:  Westphalia Council 1171 will be hosting a display of the Shroud of Turin from Sunday September 27 to 
October 1. This display is open to all. If someone listened to all the information provided by the QR codes on each display, it 
would take an hour or more. If they came and read the information on the display panels, it would be half an hour to 45 minutes. 
September 27 - 3PM to 7PM, September 28 through October 1 - 5PM to 7PM, If you need more information, please call 573-
338-2904. The address for Westphalia council hall is 819 Highway 63, Westphalia, MO 65085 
 
THE CITIZEN’S CIVIC LEAGUE is sponsoring a blood drive on September 30, between the hours of 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Blood 
is in desperate demand, so if you can, please donate.  You might even consider donating Power Red.  Please visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter CivicLeagueMeta to schedule an appointment.  
 
PILGRIMAGE:  El Camino de Santiago, the Portuguese Way, September 14 - 27, 2027:  For more than a thousand years, the 
faithful have walked across the top of Spain to stand before the tomb of the Apostle James. We are going to walk the last 
hundred kilometers of it. This is a pilgrimage, not a hiking holiday. We begin in Porto, cross into Galicia, and walk the Camino 
Portugués stage by stage through Redondela, Arcade, Pontevedra, Caldas de Reis and Padrón until we come down into 
Santiago de Compostela on foot. We celebrate Mass each day. We pray at the relics of the Apostle. Afterwards we drive to 
Finisterre, then east through O Cebreiro and Astorga to Ávila, the city of St. Teresa, before a last evening in Madrid. “I rejoiced 
when I heard them say: let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 To learn more call Fr. Matt @ 573-202-3590 or  
e-mail: mflatley@diojeffcity.org to receive a full color brochure. 
 
VISITATION  FALL FESTIVAL, VIENNA is Sunday, September 27, serving chicken & sausage dinners from 11:00 am to 5:00 
pm in the Visitation Koerber Hall.  Meals $16.00, dine in and drive thru.   
 
FRANKENSTEIN ANNUAL 5K FUN RUN- October 10, 2026.  Check-in time 4:30, Race time 5:30.  Register online by 
September 30th at https://stores.inksoft.com/frankenstein_5k/shop/home  There will be a porkburger sale and quilt raffle at the 
race, along with a Facebook silent auction that will end at the race.   
 
30TH ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE ANNUAL FALL FANTASY is Saturday, November 7, $135 ticket/for two, doors open 6:00 
pm, dinner 6:30 pm, drawing and dance to follow. A ticket provides: dinner for 2-Prime rib or Chicken Cordon Bleu, baked 
potato, slaw & ice cream.  All you can drink, Beer•Wine•Gin Rickeys•Water•Soda.  A Chance to win $10,000-- a total of over 
$15,000 will be given out that night *based on 300 tickets sold . Dance following drawing with B&C Sounds, THEME: Black & 
White, tickets are on sale NOW! How to get tickets:  Joanie Prenger 573.659.0304, Kim Kliegel 573.619.9188 or Purchase at the 
Vitae House in St. Thomas during these hours: Tuesdays, 8:30 am-11:30 am, Wednesdays 8:00 am -4:30 pm 573.477.3315,  
To be entered in the Early Bird Drawing and a chance to win $135, tickets must be purchased by October 1st, 2026. 
Tickets Complimentary of Elite Turf. Joanie Prenger will be selling tickets after Mass on Sunday, September 27,  
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HEY! HEY! AS YOU KNOW, THE ST. THOMAS FALL FANTASY IS CELEBRATING 30 YEARS!  
The Committee is looking for your pictures. If you have ever attended the Fall Fantasy and have a picture or two to share, 
please reach out to Kimberly-- text (573.619.9188) or email (kim.kliegel@gmail.com) or drop off at Vitae House during business 
hours. These photos will be used for display the night of the 30th St. Thomas Fall Fantasy! **Please make sure all people in 
photos approve of sharing. Thank you for your attention to this matter! 

 
SAVE THE DATES:   
St. Thomas the Apostle Outdoor Movie Night – October 10  
St. Thomas the Apostle Trunk or Treat – Sunday, October 31- 2:30-3:30 pm Church/school parking lot 
St. Thomas the Apostle 30th Annual Fall Fantasy – Saturday, November 7, 2026 
 

Proposed Capital Improvement – St. Thomas Ball Field Lights 
The St Thomas Parish Pastoral Council, St Thomas Park Board and the St Thomas Finance Committee has been monitoring the 
condition of the ballfield lights over the last few years.  The current lights were originally installed in 1976 (50 years ago).  The light 
poles are at least 10 years beyond the recommend life of the treated wood poles and the halide lights are outdated and 
inefficient.  Former parishioner (and electrician) Dan Lindenbusch was interviewed about the original installation of the ballfield lights, 
how they were installed, how the poles were purchased and delivered (came via Rock Island Rail and hauled from Meta to St Thomas 
on hay wagons), etc. 
         Mr. Lindenbusch recalled many of the people (besides himself) who were instrumental in helping get our current lights installed 
back in 1976.  Some of the names mentioned included Butch and Joe Lee Loethen, Andy Suthoff, Vic Otto, Quentin Koenig, Bernie 
Luetkemeyer, Alex Heckman, Barney Schell, Alphonse Kroll, Frank Twehous, Tom Kliegel, Dick Rackers, Harold Libbert, Bob 
Jurgensmeyer, Leo Holtmeyer, Gerald Luebbering, Bill Lueckenhoff and undoubtedly many others. 
        The bottom line is the current ballfield lights have served us well, and it is now time to consider replacing them for our future 
generations to enjoy. 
        With this in mind, the St Thomas Parish is exploring an estimate to replace the current ballfield lights with modern metal poles with 
energy efficient LED lighting.   Once an estimate is in hand, an official request will be made to the Jefferson City Diocese for approval to 
proceed.   
       Should you have any questions, input or concerns, please feel free to call Alan Reinkemeyer at 573-694-6984. 
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