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www.stthomasapostleschool.net 
PO Box 146 

St. Thomas, MO 65076 
   

 23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
                                                  
                                                                                                                                                       September 6, 2026 
 
 Pastor:  Fr. Leonard Mukiibi                                          School Principal: Mr. Leroy Heckemeyer 
 frleonardmukiibi@gmail.com                lheckemeyer@stacs.school 
Rectory Phone: 573-477-3315                School: 573-477-3322 Fax: 573-477-3700 
Mrs. Jan Heckemeyer                 Mrs. Diane Lueckenhoff 
 jheckemeyeroffice@gmail.com                  dlueckenhoffoffice@gmail.com 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Admin. Secretary:   St. Cecilia Bookkeeper: 
Mrs. Theresa Veit                    Mrs. Doris Stumpe 

tveitoffice@gmail.com                    dstumpeoffice@gmail.com 
 

St. Thomas Parish Office hours: Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 `School Office hours during school year: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

St. Cecilia Rectory Office hours: Wednesdays 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. or by appointment 
Confessions: Saturdays 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. at St. Thomas; Wednesdays 5:00 – 6:15 p.m. and  

Sundays 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. at St. Cecilia; or anytime by appointment, just call Father. 
 

Saint Thomas the Apostle Saint Cecilia 
Mass Schedule for the Week of September 6-13 Mass Schedule for the Week of September 6-13 

Tuesday 7:45 am  Joe, Antonia & Richard 
Schwartz & Darlene Falter 

  

Wednesday 7:45 am Urban & Martha Strope Wednesday 6:30 pm 
 

Lawrence “Dick” Rehagen 

Thursday 7:45 am 
Friday 7:45 am 
 
Saturday 5:00 pm         

Harold Luebbering 
Laverne & Daniel Dubbert 
Vic Wilde 
L&D Alvin & Margie 
Kliethermes 

  

Sunday 10:00 am People of our Parishes Sunday 8:00 am  Hubert & Trudi Brune 
    
Your Sunday Offering  Your Sunday Offering  
Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $360,000.00 Offertory Budget for 2026-2027 $70,000.00 

Offertory Goal through Month End $60,000.00 Collection Total for 2026-2027 $10,523.00 
Actual Collection for 2026-2027 $60,341.25 Offertory Goal per Month for August $5,833.33 
Offertory Difference Year to Date $341.25   
Offertory Goal for August $30,000.00   
    
Collection in Church  Collection in Church  
August 2 $4,526.02 August 2 $1,506.00 
August 9 $5,842.10 August 9 $1,492.00 
August 16                     $2,118.10                August 16             $1,214.00 
August 23 
August 30 

                    $5,802.57 
                    $5,062.10 

 

August 23 
August 30 
 

            $   729.00 
            $1,428.00 

Collection Online $8,128.00   

August Total to Date $31,478.89 August Total to Date            $6,382.00 
Difference for August $1,478.89 

 
Difference for August           +$548.67 

  WEEKDAY SERVERS: 
  Stella Volmert & Kaycie Christian  

 
Rosary before Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle Rosary before Mass at St. Cecilia & Lector 

Wednesday –Emilie Borgmeyer - Glorious 
                             

Tuesday 7:25 am  
Wednesday 7:25 am  
Thursday, 7:25 am 
Friday, 7:25 am  
                                         

Bob Schellman - Sorrowful 
Bob Schellman - Glorious 
Dale Herigon – Luminous  
Jim Lueckenhoff – Sorrowful  
  

Lector: Dorothy 
Rehagen 

 

Offertory Gifts – St. Thomas the Apostle Offertory Gifts – St. Cecilia 

Saturday 5:00 pm Family of Alvin & Margie Kliethermes   
Sunday 10:00 am 
 

Ushers 
 

Sunday Family of Hubert & Trudi Brune 

    

The Roman Catholic Parishes of 
           St. Thomas the Apostle                          St. Cecilia 

       in St. Thomas                                in Meta 

  

mailto:tveitoffice@gmail.com


 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR PARISH IN YOUR LAST WILL & TESTAMENT. 
VOTIVE CANDLES: The requested donation for lighting a votive candle in church is $3.00.  
MASS STIPENDS: $10.00  
BAPTISM PREPARATION:  Please call the rectory to schedule a meeting and date for Baptism. 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: Please call the rectory at least six months prior to the desired date. 
 
BULLETIN NOTICES is Wednesday at noon.  PARISH BULLETINS: If you are needing a bulletin and Church is locked at  
St. Thomas the Apostle, there are some on the Vitae House front porch.  
 
SCRIP:  Visit www.stthomasapostleschoolnet/scrip for more information about the Scrip program.  Please contact 
Amanda Wooten 573-694-1735 or  

 
SNACKS FOR QUILTERS:   Please bring snacks to the hall by 1:00 p.m.; snacks are served at 3:00 p.m.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Emily Luebbering at 573-477-3459 or Kathy Strope at 573-477-3349. Quilter’s luncheon may be 
dropped off Wednesday night 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. (Evening quilting) or St. Thomas the Apostle School.   
Thursday, Sept. 10 -Mary Pat Luebbering & Noreen Luebbering      Thursday, Sept. 17-Linda Luebbering & Kasie Luebbering  
 

Liturgical Role Schedule for September 12 & 13 
 Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM Sunday, 10:00 AM 

Altar Servers 

Fennewald, Emerald Stegeman, Kambrie Buechter, Aliyah 

Fennewald, Georgia Stegeman, Matthew Buechter, Gavin 

Reynolds, Jacob  Libbert, Cadyn 

Reynolds, Samuel  Verslues, Max 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

Carter, Jan Plassmeyer, Dominic Reinkemeyer, Lynne 

Schanzmeyer, Janice Plassmeyer, Mary  Verslues, Melissa 

Reynolds, Andrea Stumpe, Doris Schroeder, Jennifer 

Lector Schanzmeyer, Janice Veltrop, Karyn Reinkemeyer, Alan 

Rosary Leader: Sorrowful Schanzmeyer, Janice Plassmeyer, Mary  Schroeder, Jennifer 

Greeters/Ushers 
Holterman, Adam Schulte, Leonard Verslues, Shane 

Strope, Eric Stumpe, Mitch Verslues, Ezekiel 
   

Music Ministry 
Schroeder, Jeanette Borgmeyer, Emilie Prenger, Jackie 

Kliethermes, Kelsey  Luebbering, Josh 

Live Stream   Luebbering, Lauri 

Count Collections  Libbert, Dolores Schroeder, Jennifer 

Libbert, Pam Wieberg, Dunja 

St. Thomas Church Cleaners Boessen, Lora - Buechter, Darrel - Heckemeyer, Jan - Heckemeyer, Richard 

 
    

PASTORS MEDITATION:   23rd SUNDAY OF THE YEAR: CONFLICT IN THE COMMUNITY (Ezek. 33:7-9; Rom. 13:8-10; Mt. 
18:15-20) The common theme of today’s readings is God’s command concerning our spiritual responsibility and individual 
accountability for others in our families, parishes, and community. This accountability arises from our identity as God’s children. 
As brothers and sisters in Christ, we become each other’s “keepers,” and take on a painful, triple responsibility. We must lovingly 
and prudently correct each other when we err, forgive those who offend us, and ask forgiveness from those we have offended. 
In the first reading, God tells Ezekiel that he is to be a watchman obliged to warn Israel of moral dangers. If Ezekiel should 
refrain from speaking God’s word given to convert the wicked, God will hold Ezekiel responsible for the death of the wicked. In 
the second reading, St. Paul points out that the love we should have for one another should be our only reason for admonishing 
and correcting the sinner. Love seeks the good of the one who is loved. Therefore, we should admonish one another with love, 
so that each of us may repent and grow in holiness. In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches that true Christian charity obliges a 
Christian, not only to assist his neighbors in their temporal and spiritual needs with material help and prayer, but also to aid with 
correction those brothers and sisters who have damaged the community by public sin. If the erring person refuses a one-on-one, 
loving correction by the offended party, then the Christian is to try to involve more people: first, “one or two others,” and 
eventually “the Church.” Finally, Jesus mentions the efficacy of community prayer in solving such problems, for Christ is present 
in the praying Christian community. Therefore friends, we are our brother’s/sister’s keepers: Modern believers tend to think that 
they have no right to intervene in the private lives of their fellow believers. Others evade the issue saying, “As a sinner, I don’t 
have the moral courage or the right to correct anyone.” But Jesus emphatically affirms that we are our brothers’ keepers, and we 
have the serious obligation to correct others. We need to offer advice and encouragement to our friends, neighbors, and 
coworkers when it is needed, and loving correction, in private, for a personal offense where that is possible. 
We need to gather in Jesus’ Name so that He can do His work in all of us, even to working miracles: Today’s Gospel reminds us 
of the good we can do together, and of how we can do it. Jesus says, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.” If any group of us gathers, works, and acts with the Holy Spirit guiding us, we will become much more than simply 
the sum of our numbers. Today, Jesus makes it clear how important we are, one to another. One in Christ, our community can 
draw on God’s power to make His healing, life-giving love, more effective among His people. 
Have a blessed week! Fr. Leonard Mukiibi 
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL will meet on Thursday, September 10 at 6:30 pm in the Vitae 
House. 
 
MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTION is Tuesday, September 8, 7:00 pm St. Thomas the Apostle Church.  
 
BLESSED MOTHER’S BIRTHDAY PARTY is Tuesday, September 8 at the home of Kenny & Alice Oligschlaeger, 12:30 pm 
gather, 1:00-3:00 pm speakers, 3:00 pm Rosary & Divine Chaplet. Meat at 4:00, grilled hotdogs and drinks will be provided.  
Please bring a dish. Their home is located at 331, Hwy 52, St. Elizabeth, MO.  Any questions, 573-694-5534. All are welcome.  
 



 

 

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL STUDENTS are having a Pizza Haus Gift Card Fundraiser: The St. Thomas the 
Apostle School students are selling $20 gift cards for Pizza Haus. The gift cards can be used at all the locations (Wardsville, 
Westphalia, and St. Martins). Reach out to school or a school family if you want to claim your card/s today! The fundraiser lasts 
until September 9. Cards will be distributed at the end of September. Proceeds go toward student sports, student supplies, field 
trips, field day, Catholic Schools Week, teacher gifts and more! Thank you for your support! 
 
CATECHETICAL SUNDAY: On Sunday, September 20 at the:10:00 am Mass, we will be celebrating Catechetical Sunday.  We 
would like to recognize all Teachers of Religion - St. Thomas the Apostle School and PSR Teachers. Please plan on 
attending this Mass as we celebrate our teachers. 
 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL NEWS!    Labor Day – No School Prek-8 

 
ST. CECILIA is looking for someone or possibly several people to work together to take over as picnic chair-person. Betty 
Hagenoff is ready to step down. She is willing to work along someone to teach them the process for 1 to 2 years. Please let 
Betty know if you are interested. Her number is (573) 645-6565. 
 
THE KC LADIE’S AUXILIARY is hosting a Baby Bottle Fundraiser for the PHC (Pregnancy Help Center). They will be collected 
September 12/13. Any and all donations are greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 
THE NEXT KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEETING is Tuesday, September 8, 7:00 pm.  A rosary will be prayed at 6:45 pm. 
Please read the September newsletter attached to the bulletin.   
 
THE OVER 50 CLUB in Meta will be meeting on September 10 for our monthly get together, eating at noon in St Cecilia Parish 
Center.  Please bring a covered dish to share with fellow members. 
 
ST. STANISLAUS ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS OPEN:  Sunday 2:00-3:00 a.m. (1 st Sunday only), Sunday 2:00-3:00 p.m. 
(4th and 5th Sundays) Thursday morning 2:00-3:00 a.m., Friday 12:00 noon-1:00 p.m. (every other Friday, beginning September 
11).  Please call Donna at 680-1470 if you would like to take an hour. 
 
HOLY FAMILY PARISH PICNIC, FREEBURG is Sunday, September 6, serving chicken & roast beef dinners from 11:30-7:00 
pm.  Drive thru 11:00 am to 4:00 pm at the American Legion Hall, no custom orders.  Quilt auction 5:00 pm.  
 
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA FALL FESTIVAL, FOLK is Sunday, September 13, serving roast beef and sausage dinners from 
11:00 am to 6:00 pm.  Meals $16.00. Shooting match, starting at noon.  Quilt & pie auction 5:00 pm.  
 
ST. LOUIS OF FRANCE PARISH FALL FESTIVAL, BONNOTS MILL is Sunday, September 13, serving chicken & bone-in 
ham dinners from noon-6:00 pm. $16.00 per plate. Live auction 4:00 pm.  
 
SAVE THE DATES: Sunday, September 20 - Meta Citizens Civic League Fall Festival  
St. Thomas the Apostle 30th Annual Fall Fantasy – Saturday, November 7, 2026 
 
 

 
 
 

tel:(573)%20645-6565


 

 

Proposed Capital Improvement – St. Thomas Ball Field Lights 
The St Thomas Parish Pastoral Council, St Thomas Park Board and the St Thomas Finance Committee has been monitoring the 
condition of the ballfield lights over the last few years.  The current lights were originally installed in 1976 (50 years ago).  The light 
poles are at least 10 years beyond the recommend life of the treated wood poles and the halide lights are outdated and 
inefficient.  Former parishioner (and electrician) Dan Lindenbusch was interviewed about the original installation of the ballfield lights, 
how they were installed, how the poles were purchased and delivered (came via Rock Island Rail and hauled from Meta to St Thomas 
on hay wagons), etc. 
         Mr. Lindenbusch recalled many of the people (besides himself) who were instrumental in helping get our current lights installed 
back in 1976.  Some of the names mentioned included Butch and Joe Lee Loethen, Andy Suthoff, Vic Otto, Quentin Koenig, Bernie 
Luetkemeyer, Alex Heckman, Barney Schell, Alphonse Kroll, Frank Twehous, Tom Kliegel, Dick Rackers, Harold Libbert, Bob 
Jurgensmeyer, Leo Holtmeyer, Gerald Luebbering, Bill Lueckenhoff and undoubtedly many others. 
        The bottom line is the current ballfield lights have served us well, and it is now time to consider replacing them for our future 
generations to enjoy. 
        With this in mind, the St Thomas Parish is exploring an estimate to replace the current ballfield lights with modern metal poles with 
energy efficient LED lighting.   Once an estimate is in hand, an official request will be made to the Jefferson City Diocese for approval to 
proceed.   
       Should you have any questions, input or concerns, please feel free to call Alan Reinkemeyer at 573-694-6984. 

 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Church - Financial Summary 
July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026   

Ordinary Income  
 Collections $   390,374.01 

 Donations $   339,601.06 
 Investments (Bank Accounts) $       2,390.79 
 Other Ordinary Receipts $       4,102.11 
 Other Parish Organizations Income $       6,417.18 
      Total Ordinary Income $   742,885.15 
Extraordinary Income 
 Exempt Collections $       4,733.14 
 Exempt Donations and Grants $   128,195.00 
 Primary Fundraisers (Picnic and Fall Fantasy) $   104,096.07 
 Exempt Investments (Diocesan Savings Accounts) $     20,180.06 
 Reimbursements and Refunds $   152,906.34 
      (includes $85,758.31 insurance claim for church roof) 
 Diocesan DEEF Distribution $       8,800.00 
 Other Diocesan Distributions for School $     46,100.00 
Program Fees and Sales 
 Mass Offerings, Flowers, etc. $       7,467.87 
 Religious Education Programs $       7,591.65 
 Catholic School Receipts $     95,425.40 
 Other Extraordinary Receipts $       1,319.24 
 Other Parish Organizations Income $   180,908.83 
      Total Extraordinary Receipts $   757,723.60 
      Total Income $1,500,608.75 
 
Special Expenses 
 Diocesan Tithe $     66,147.00 
 Special Collections $       4,683.14 
 Other Special Expenses $       2,600.00 
      Total Special Expenses $     73,430.14 
Ordinary Parish Expenses 
 Personnel Costs $   734,281.67 
 Professional Services $     46,192.40 
 Office Supplies and Program Supplies $     16,520.58 
 Educational Supplies $     18,492.14 
 Liturgical Supplies $     12,677.16 
 Communications and Technology $     23,769.73 
 Occupancy (utilities, custodial supplies, etc.) $     60,616.24 
 Repair and Maintenance (includes $87,005.50 for church roof, and  $   129,899.31 
      $35,000.00 for tuckpointing and waterproofing church and rectory) 
 Equipment $     18,495.03 
 Transportation (includes school bus services, mileage reimbursement, etc.) $       9,905.06 
 Other Parish Organizations Expenses $   196,028.67 
      Total Ordinary Parish Expenses $1,266,877.99 
Other Expenses 
 Meeting Expenses $          235.43 
 Class Expenses for Trips, Etc. $       1,659.75 
 Property Insurance $     34,927.76 
 Membership Dues and Fees $          330.00 
 Staff Development and Training $       4,124.69 
 Student Relations $       6,945.06 
 Miscellaneous $       7,613.29 
      Total Other Expenses $     55,835.98 
      Total Expenses $1,39,6144.11 
 
Net Income (Loss) $   104,464.64 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


