PILLAR OF HOSPITALITY

EVENT PLANNING
Love organizing and hosting? Help make parish events shine! Collaborate with others on picking out
décor, designing flyers and invitations, and work with the “Foodies” for refreshments—bring your
energy and creativity to every celebration!
Current events include:

e Annual Stewardship Dinner (February)

e St. Thomas Fest (July 3rd)

e Catholic Stewardship Renewal (October)

RAISING SPIRITS & SUPPORT (FUNDRAISING/SPECIAL EVENTS)

Fundraisers keep our parish thriving! Be part of the team that makes parish fundraisers a success!
Assist with organizing events such as the Parish Picnic, Ham Breakfast and the Fall Fantasy—fun,
fellowship, and fundraising all in one.

PARISH WELCOME TEAM
Reach out with a friendly hello and help nhew members feel at home! Personally welcome them and
offer support to get involved in parish activities.

HOSPITALITY MINISTER

Be the friendly face of our parish! Greet attendees before Mass, assist with seating, help with the
collection, and hand out bulletins-making everyone feel welcome at Mass. Hospitality Ministers
operate on a rotating schedule.



PILLAR OF PRAYER

ALTAR SERVERS
Assist the priest at mass by preparing the altar, carrying the cross and candles, and helping with
various parts of the mass. Training will be provided.

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER OF HOLY COMMUNION

Help bring Christ to others by sharing the gift of the Eucharist! Assist at Mass or bring Communion to
the homebound, hospitalized, and those in care facilities. Training is provided for all new ministers.
Extraordinary Ministers are on a rotating schedule.

LECTORS
Bring the Scriptures to life! Lectors read God’s Word at Mass with clarity and simplicity, helping the
congregation connect with the message. Lectors are on a rotating schedule.

STREAM TEAM

Help bring Mass to everyone, near and far! Volunteers are wanted to live stream for Sunday Mass,
connecting parishioners locally and around the world. Join the team! Training is provided! The Stream
Team operates on a rotating schedule.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Lift your voice or play an instrument! Help lead our parish in song, enhancing Mass and inspiring
worship and praise. Be part of the heartbeat of worship to help parishioners experience God’s love
through music.

ROSARY LEADER
Lead the faithful in prayer! The Rosary is prayed 25 minutes before each Mass, and volunteers are
wanted to sign up as a leader.

SACRISTAN / LINENS

Support our liturgy behind the scenes! Keep linens, vessels, and supplies ready for Mass. Training
provided. Sacristans ensure altar linens are clean and pressed, altar vessels are secure, and supplies
like wine, bread, and candles are ready.

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE

The Seven Sisters Apostolate is a group of seven women who each commit to pray one holy hour per
week for the benefit of our parish priest. While praying before the Blessed Sacrament is encouraged,
the hour may be observed anywhere at any time on the assigned day. Substitutes are also wanted to
cover hours when regular members are unavailable.



WORSHIP & DECOR TEAM

Bring beauty and prayer to our parish! Team members can help with various aspects of Mass,
including art and environment (decorating the Sanctuary and Vestibule), planning for liturgical
seasons, and preparing decorations for special occasions like Christmas and Easter.

PILLAR OF FORMATION

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (OCIA)
Share the gift of faith! Help lead adult education and Order of Christian Initiation of Adults programs
in the parish.

MARRIAGE FACILITATOR

Support engaged couples as they prepare for married life! Married couples mentor engaged couples
through two or three meetings before the wedding, discussing daily life in marriage and offering
guidance. Meetings can take place wherever the couples feel comfortable, fostering connections that
encourage faith, growth, and strong relationships.

PSR TEACHER

Inspire the next generation! The Parish School of Religion (PSR) serves students in grades K-8 from
local public schools. Catechists are wanted to teach and are required to complete the VIRTUS
training. PSR begins in September and goes until the Spring. PSR meets Wednesday evenings from
7-8PM. Teach individually or join up with another teacher and rotate weeks or create a schedule that
works best for you!

LITTLE SAINTS OF ST. THOMAS (SUNDAY SCHOOL)
Inspire the youngest members of our parish! Lead preschool age children in their faith at the 10:00
AM Mass. VIRTUS training is required.

ROOTED IN FAITH: FAMILY FAITH FORMATION
Join us in planning fellowship opportunities that nurture the next generation’s relationship with God
and our parish family. Current projects include:
e Outdoor Movie Night- hosting a family-friendly, religious movie.
e Video Series for Faith Formation (can be scheduled throughout the year)
Be part of shaping our parish’s future—your help makes a difference!



PILLARS OF SERVICE

BOWLING OFFICER
Keep the league rolling! Help organize and oversee men’s and women’s parish bowling teams as a
league officer.

CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
Help care for our parish cemetery! Volunteers are wanted to serve on the board and provide
guidance and oversight.

SANCTUARY SHINE CREW (CHURCH CLEANING)
Keep our church shining! Each team consists of four members and each team cleans once per month
on a rotating schedule. Substitutes are welcome!

COLLECTION COUNTER
Be part of a trusted team! Help count parish tithing collections on a rotating schedule. All counters
are approved by the Pastor and Office Staff.

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Use your financial skills to serve the parish! Volunteers with accounting or finance experience are
invited to join the Finance Committee, with approval from the Pastor.

FIX-IT CREW

Keep our parish buildings and grounds in top shape! Volunteers with skills in painting, plumbing,
electrical work, general repairs, floor care, cleaning, snow removal or equipment maintenance
(including the Church clock and AED devices) are welcome.

FOODIES
Cook, bake, and serve! Join the “Foodies” team! Volunteers help with fellowship and hospitality
events by preparing food for sacrament celebrations, Totus Tuus, and special occasions.

FUNERAL MEAL ASSISTANCE
Help plan, prepare, and serve food at funeral luncheons.

FUNERAL & SPECIAL EVENT PARKING
Be a helping hand! Volunteers help with parking at funerals and special events, making guests feel
welcomed and supported.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Join a brotherhood of service and faith! Serve others, grow in faith, and protect your family! Join the
Knights of Columbus to help those in need, support our parish, and gain access to top-rated
insurance protection.



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LADIES’ AUXILIARY

Join a vibrant group of women from St. Thomas the Apostle and St. Cecilia! The Auxiliary strives to
unite women through faith and to serve with God’s grace! The Auxiliary meets monthly at the Knights
of Columbus Hall for meetings, socials, guest speakers, and fundraising activities.

HOLY GROUNDS CREW (LANDSCAPING)
Serve outdoors and make a visible impact! Help keep our parish grounds beautiful year-round!
Volunteers are wanted to plant flowers, mulch, and maintain landscaping.

PARK BOARD OFFICER
Play ball! Support youth sports! Volunteers help organize and run the summer ball program and
assist with maintenance of the ball field. Officers are wanted to lead these efforts.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Shape the future of our parish! Volunteers serve a three-year term (beginning in July), attend
every-other-month meetings, and may join the Worship, Education, Social Concerns, or
Administration Commissions.

THREADS OF FAITH: QUILTING CIRCLE

Sew, Stitch and Serve! Help create quilts for the Parish Picnic Auction or embroider tea towels.Share
your creativity and support the parish! Volunteers quilt on Wednesday evenings or Thursday
afternoons. Assistance is also wanted for embroidering tea towels.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITIES

HOME & SCHOOL

Support students and school life! The Home & School Association is made up of parents with children
at St. Thomas the Apostle School. Volunteers work with staff to support activities, supplies,
fundraisers, field trips, classroom parties, athletics, and teacher/staff appreciation events.

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Guide and strengthen our school! The School Advisory Council, made up of representative
parishioners, advises the administrative team, gives input on policies, assists with strategic planning,
and evaluates progress annually.






